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PREFACE. 



HAvnra been frequently asked to recommend a small 
yolume on the safety, in Christ their Head, of all true 
believers, and being unable to name one that appeared 
suitable, several friends suggested the propriety of my 
reprinting, in a cheap form, the articles in my 
'* Biblical and Theological Gleanings ** that refer to 
this doctrine. After giving the matter some thought, I 
have complied, in part, with the suggestion named, byre- 
writing, in an altered form, — sometimes considerably 
abridging, and at other times enlarging, as seemed 
desirable, the original remarks in the above work on the 
doctrine named, and have added observations on more 
than an equal number of texts not therein noticed, with 
the view of including many other passages of Scripture 
that are generally quoted for or against the inviolable 
security of aU who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ ; a 
doctrine that tens of thousands, equally with myself, 
regard as one of the most consolatory in the Divine 
volume. I have not thought it necessary to include 
every text that establishes the opinion defended, while it 
has been my aim not to omit any that are usually 
adduced in favor of the contrary view. And in no way, 
if I judge rightly, could attention be directed to the 
doctrine defended-— or, indeed, to any other — more 
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Slug. To what w« regard m the errors of oar brethren 
ve owe no eourtesy } to their persons, and feelings, and 
BiotiTes, we owe a great deal. We rejoice to beUere 
that among those who see not with us on the doctrine of 
the saints* final preserration and perseveranooy and 
eereral other points, there is a very large number who 
are giving many solid proofs that they are " on the 
Lord's side," and earnest workers in the maintenance 
and extension of the cause of Qod among men. AU 
this, however, furnishes no reas<xi why we should not 
teach and defend what we believe to be taught in the 
Bible, though it should always influence the spirit in 
which we speak and write. (Eph. iv. 15.) It is by the 
faithful inculcation of doctrine that men are to be led 
into right views of God, themselves, sin, duty, &c., while 
we shall never please God, nor profit men by the uso 
of bitter words, or the exhibition of an unbrotherly 
spirit. A largo amount of evil is dime, many souls are 
hardened in sin, and much scandal brought upon the 
niigion of Jesus, by those who denounce when they should 
labor patiently to persuade, and who impugn the motives 
of those whom they are bound to regard and treat as 
the sincere servants of the Redeemer. To every reader 
of the following pages I would say — Peruse them calmly* 
Examine everything that is advanced. Be a genuine 
truth-seeker — deliberate, earnest, and conscientious* 
Keep a Bible at your side, and turn to every passage 
named, that you may see why reference is made to it, 
and whether that reference is to the point or not. 
Bdieving that all divinely-revealed truth is eminently 
practical, and that nothing is doing more injury to the 
cause of God among men than the inconsistencies of 



professing Christians, I need make no apology for the 
exhortations which I address to my brethren in the 
common faith. It grieves our hearts— how much more 
must it grieve the Holy Spirit— to see the cold, the 
sectarian, or the selfish ** manner of life *' in which too 
many professed followers of Jesus are indulging. The 
doctrine of the saints' perfect safety, in Christ their Head, 
is not designed to comfort any one who is not intensely 
anxious to walk in all the commandments of the Lord ; and 
he who is resting upon it for consolation while living in 
an unwatchful and disobedient' state, is deceiving him« 
self, and will, very probably, do much to deceive others. 
With holy indignation, the inspired teacher asks — " Shall 
we continue in sin that grace may abound P" Far, very 
far, be that from us. *' How shall we that are dead to 
sin, live any longer therein P'' (Rom. vi. 2.) A revived, 
a holy, a brotherly, a self-denying churdi, in aU its 
members, is the special want of our times* 

To the candid consideration of the Lord's people, and 
to the Divine blessing, I commend this little book. 



WILLIAM O'NEILL. 
London. 
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Paet I. 

THE DOCTEINB PROVED. 



Remarks on passages of Scripture which teach, or 
imply, that all sincere belieyers shall be preserved, 
and will perseyere, in the exercise of faith in Christ, 
&c., and be brought, eventually, into the enjoyment of 
everlasting life. 



UNCHANGING LOVE. 



"He will keep the feet of His salntB."— i Sam. ii. 9. 

This is a very consolatory declaration, and one 
that cannot, we think, be reconciled with the 
notion that any of those " saints,** or believers, 
can finally perish. Its lesson plainly is, — that 
Jehovah of hosts will put forth His infinite 
power, — in the exercise of which He is, of 
course, able to do whatever He pleases, — ^to 
"keep the feet of His saints," to preserve 
those who put their trust in Him. Of the 
" Shepherd of Israel " we may truly say — 

'* His flock to Him is dear, 

He watches them from high ; 
He sends them trials here, 

To fitihem for the sky : 
But safetywill He g^ard and keep 
The humblest, feeblest, of His sheep." 

And therefore none of His "sheep" shall 
perish ; for while they are utterly unable to 
keep themselves, and the wisest and strongest 
among them has abundant reason to say 

" Unsustained by GOD I faU," 

Yet they may all conclude, to the joy of their 
hearts, that ''the everlasting arms are under- 

B 



2 UNCHiiNGING LOVE. 

neath and around them," and that they shall 
be "kept by 'I'he poweb of God through 
faith unto salvation." (1 Pet. i. 5.) 

But is that " power" unable to bring the 
disciples of Jesus into the Home of the saved ? 
Is the right arm of Jehovah too feeble to beat 
down all their foes, and to hold them up to the 
end ? Can sin, or Satan, erect obstacles to 
the accomplishment of His purposes that He ia 
not wise and powerful enough to overcome ? 
Until these things be so, the subjects of re- 
newing grace shall never perish; shall never 
be numbered among the finally lost ; for " the 
Lord will perfect," or carry on to completion 
in glory, " that which concemeth them, and 
will not forsake the work of His own hands " 
(Psa. cxxxviii. 8), even that "good work" 
which he saw fit to commence in their hearts 
(Phil. i. 6.). It is very certain that if Q-qd 
does not "keep" them, neither they them- 
selves nor any other created beings can. But 
it is no less certain that if He does "keep" 
them, no power or thing that exists in the 
universe, nor any possible combination of such 
powers or things, can effect their destruction. 
Was it not in the exercise of His " mere good 
pleasure" that He saved them at all? Why 
did He " quicken them together with Christ," 
but because He ia "rich in mercy," and to 
carry out "the great love wherewith He 
loved them, even when they were dead in 
sins." (Eph. ii. 4, 5.) Did it not all origi- 
nate in pure and sovereign compassion, and 
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because " it pleased the Lord to make them 
His people ?" (1 Sam. xii. 22.) But wiU not 
the reasons that influenced Him to love them 
at first, when there was nothing that He could 
approve in them, continue to influence Him to 
love them for ever ? This cannot be doubted, 
and therefore we may certainly conclude that 
" He will keep the feet of his saints " until 
every one of them shall sing the song of the 
ransomed in the skies, and stand in the circle 
of the worshippers around the throne, to hymn 
the praises of that G-racious One who loved 
them with an everlasting and an unchangeable 
affection. (Isa. xlix. 15 ; Jer. xxxi. 3 ; Mai. 
iii. 5.) 

Seeing then that " He preserveth the souls of 
his saints, and delivereth them out of the hand 
(or power) of the wicked ;" that ** light is sown 
for the righteous, and gladness for the upright 
in heart " (Psa. xcvii. 10, 11) ; how appropriate 
and necessary is the exhortation, " Ye that love 
the Lord hate evil.'* Hate it because it is 
essentially an4 unchangeably hateful: because 
it is hated by God : because it is the enemy of 
order, peace, joy, and salvation : because it has 
wrought all the mischief, and created all the 
wretchedness and woe that ever existed in the 
universe, and that exists in it at this present 
moment. Hate it, brethren, everywhere, but 
most of all as found in, and as breaking forth 
from, your own hearts. Oh ! it is " that abom- 
inable thing which G-od hateth " (Jer. xliv. 4) 
with the necessary aversion of His infinitely 
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holy nature ; and all who long to be like God 
should hate sin, and earnestly desire to be the 
subjects of that mind which dwelt in, and 
was ever exhibited bj, our Great High Priest. 
(Phil. ii. 5.) When found in this state of 
mind they may take great comfort in singing — 

" Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In God is our trust, nor can He e*er fail : 
His mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, our Portion and Friend." 



'* For tbe Lord wlU not forsake Hlfl people for EIb 
great name's sake ; beoaase it liatli xfleased the Lord 
to make yon Hlfl peoxfle."— i Sam. zii. ss. 

Most gracious, most consoling assurance ! 
Among the many sustaining declarations that 
are found in the Bible, there is not one which 
can be much more welcome to every believer's 
heart than that which is contained in these 
words. And the lessons of this beautiful text 
ore in perfect harmony with all j;hat the Sacred 
"Word elsewhere teaches on the same subject. 
To the Christian who has thoroughly proved 
the instability of his own heart, and knows how 
impossible it is for him to be victorious in a 
prolonged conflict with '* the world, the flesh, 
and the devil," how cheering, how welcome is 
the declaration, — " The Lord will not forsake 
His people." No ; that compassionate Father, 
who at first thought proper to impart spiritual 
life unto them, to '^quicken" them (Eph. ii. 1) 
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by His regenerating power and grace, will mer- 
cifullj continue to carry on His noly and " good 
work" in their hearts, will " perfect that which" 
so greatly " concemeth them " (Phil. i. 6 ; 
Psa. cxxxviii. 8), by carrying on the merciful 
process to its full and glorious consummation 
in heaven : for the positive assertion of inspi- 
ration is, that — "whom God justified, them he 
ALSO GLOEiriED." (Eom. viii. 30.) 

And are we, with these Scripture declara- 
tions before us, to suppose it possible for 
wicked men or demons to say, when pointing 
to numbers of our race who were once, — ^really, 
as weU as avowedly, — " on the Lord's side," — 
" The Most High began to build up His king- 
dom in their souls, but He was not able to 
finish it ! He quickened their hearts into 
spiritual life, renewed, pardoned, justified, and 
sanctified them ; but now they are torn from 
His grasp, His enemies were able, — contrary to 
the words of Jesus (John x. 29) — *to pluck 
them out of His hand,' and they have done it. 
His angels sung lofty notes of joy when those 
sinners of mankind were converted (Luke iv. 
7, 10), but they were very short-sighted and 
premature in their songs ; it was a great 
blunder, to say the least of it, to rejoice then, 
for now their joy is turned into sorrow ; for 
those whom they had written down, and minis- 
tered unto, as the expected partakers of their 
everlasting blessedness, will never enter into 
heaven, but wiU be our companions to all 
eternity." Were this to be the case it would 
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make short work of many plain and positive 
declarations found in the Bible ; it would 
prove, beyond doubt, that the Lord does " for- 
sake His people ; " that He does not " rest in 
His love ;" that numbers of those who believe 
in Jesus do " come into condemnation ; " that 
His " sheep " may and do " perish ; '* that ** the 
gospel is " not " the power of God through faith 
unto salvation to every one that believeth;*' 
that believers may he separated '* from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus ; " that many of them 
are not " kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation," contrary to the most 
unmistakeable teaching of many portions of 
the Divine Word. (See 1 Sam. xii. 22 ; Zeph. 
iii. 17 ; John v. 24 ; x. 28 ; Eom i. 16 ; viii. 38, 
39; IPet. i. 5.) 

Do any ask for the reason why God " will 
not forsaie His people," nor leave them to 

ferish? That "reason" is given in the text, 
t is not because of any inherent or acquired 
goodness in them; nor that they were less 
sini^ by nature than others ; or did not 
deserve to be so treated; or were in any 
way, — viewed apart from their union witn 
Christ Jesus, and the work of divine grace 
in their hearts, — ^worthy of divine regard ; but, 
as the prophet plainly states, "for His great 
name's sake," and " because it pleased the Lord 
to make them His people." Everything is here 
resolved into the divine good pleasure; all, 
from first to last, is of unmerited mercy, which, 
of course, all " mercy "is. In making any of 
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the sons and daughters of men '^ His people," 
in melting and subduing their hearts by the 
instrumentality of divine truth (James i. 18), 
the gracious operation is effected because "it 
pleases the Lord." And we are not left in 
doubt as to whether it will or will not please 
Him to continue and complete what He 
so mercifully began. This would, indeed, be a 
sad thing to have any doubt about. So far, 
therefore, from being shut up in sorrow, and 
left comfortless on this most important point, 
we may triumphantly sing — 

" The soul that on Jbsus hath leaned for repose, 
He will not, he cannot, give up to its foes : \ 

That soul, liiough all hell should endeavour to shake, 
He'll never ! no, never ! no, never forsake ! " 

Those who believe that it is possible for true 
Christians to apostatize from Jesus, and to 
perish everlastingly, may, however, say, — *'It 
IS one thing for God not to forsake 'his 
people,' but quite another thing for them not 
to forsake Him : and while we believe that 
many who were once *His people' are now, 
and shall be for ever, in the prison-house of 
the lost, and that they may be followed thither 
by tens of thousands of those who are at pre- 
sent trusting in Christ Jesus for eternal life, 
we hinge all on their continuing to walk in 
the ways of the Lord, believing that if they 
do this they shall certainly enter into life 
everlasting." This, however, is not the ques- 
tion, and if it were, the brethren who so speak 
give us very cold comfort indeed : they say, in 
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effect, that we shall certainly be saved — if we 
save ourselves ! Is it so, then, that believers are 
not **kept by the power of God," but that 
they keep themselves ? And will our opposing 
brethren teU us if there was ever even one child 
of God who continued to walk in the ways of 
the Lord, irrespective of the sovereign and 
gracious operations of the Divine Spirit work- 
ing in him " to will and to do of His good plea- 
sure?" (Phil. ii. 12, 13.) Was there ever 
a believer who did not stand in hourly need 
of help from on high to " keep him from fall- 
ing " awav from the paths of godliness ? (Jude 
xsiv.) And would he not have fallen away 
if not so kept ? Why do Christians not for- 
sake their God entirely, and go into, and re- 
main for ever among, the ranks of the ungodly ? 
Is this effected on the principle of self-susten- 
tation, or is to be ascribed to the ever-needed 
operation of divine grace — the grace of the 
Holy Spirit of God ? When truthful answers 
shall be given to these plain questions, the 
matter in dispute will be seen in its true Ught, 
That those, and only those, who " endure to 
the end shall be saved," is not a disputed point 
between us ; we all believe that : but this is 
the question, " Is there no guarantee in the 
Bible that all sincere believers in Jesus shaU. 
be graciously enabled to " endure to the end ? " 
Is there no security, out of themselves, that 
they shall " hold on their way ? " Is there no 
promise that 

'* Grace will complete what grace begins " 



UNCHANGING LOVE. 9 

in the hearts of believers ? Will God leave 
them to their own resources — to sink, if they 
shall be unable to sustain themselves ; and to 
be saved, if they be able to vanquish all their 
spiritual foes ? If so, we can soon tell what 
the result will be, for what can "dust and 
ashes " do in such a conflict ? " Who then can 
be saved?" Here, however, stands the gra- 
cious and soul-sustaining declaration, "The 
Lord will not forsake His people for His great 
name's sake, because it hath pleased the Lord 
to make you His people." But does God, " for 
His great name's sake, and because it pleases 
Him," renew a soul to-day, which He will turn 
his back upon, and leave without those supplies 
of grace which are necessary for the continu- 
ance of the spiritual- life, to-morrow, or at any 
future period? If so, what becomes of His 
immutability ? How can it be said, as it is 
(Mai. iii. 6), that He "changes not;" that He 
will not forsake His people (1 Sam. xii. 22) ; 
that His "gifts and callings are without re- 
pentance " on His part (Eom. xi. 29) ; that 
where He begins " a good work " in the soul 
He will complete, or perfect that which He so 
mercifully commenced ? (Phil. i. 6.) 

Rejoice, then, believer, — but in what ? and 
in whom ? Not in anything that you can do, 
for your best strength is weakness, yowr arm 
is flesh ; but " rejoice in the Lobd " (Phil, 
iv. 4) ; trust implicitly in the Uncreated Arm, 
and say, as by grace you " go forward " in your 
daily pilgrimage, " The Lokd is my light and 
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my salvation ; whom shall I fear ? The Loed 
is the strength of my life ; of whom shall I be 
a&aid ?" (Psa. xxvii. 1.) Leaning there you 
may joyfully sing 

" How can I sink with such a prop P " 

Eemember, at the same time, that nothing less 
than a continued determination to follow Jesus, 
and to be obedient to Him in all things, will be 
evidence that you are a sincere Christian. The 
soldier of Jesus is to fight, not to flee. (1 Tim. 
vi. 12.) He has nothing to fear as long as he 
faces the foes of his spiritual life, for his King 
is his Captain (Heb. ii. 10), and He has pro- 
vided each of His soldiers with a " breastplate,'* 
a " shield," a " helmet," and a trusty " sword " 
(Eph. vi. 14 — 17), but He has provided no 
armour for the runaway — nothing to defend 
the back. We plead for final perseverance in 
the ways cf the Lord, — the perseverance of saints, 
not of sinners. While we greatly rejoice in 
the precious declaration that " the . Lord wiU 
not forsake His people for His great name's 
sake," we should dread nothing so much as 
forsaking that "Lord," or thinking lightly of 
His holy commandments. Christian brethren, 
be followers of those who lived to obey G-od 
here below. Leave many and substantial 
proofs behind you that you are the " people " 
of God ; and sing, as you march onward — 

" The waves may roar, the mountains shake, 
Our comforts shall not cease ; 
The Lord his saints will not forsake ; 
The Lord will give ns peace." 
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*' The rlghteons also shall hold on his way, and He that 
hath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger."— 

Job xvii. 9. 

This is a remarkable passage. It is found in 
one of the oldest documents in existence, and 
proves that, at the time when the tried patriarch 
Job lived, the godly ones of the earth knew, — 
and knew, of course, as the result of Divine 
teaching, — that, however numerous their difficul- 
ties, or powerful their temptations, or fierce the 
attacks of their spiritual foes, or weak and un- 
trustworthy their own hearts, they should be 
aided from on high to " hold on their way" to 
the end, and be crowned, ultimately, by the G-od 
in whom they trusted, with garlands of immortal 
glory. 

Job did not doubt, — ^indeed he knew well, by 
painfiil and extended experience, — that '*the 
righteous," or God-honoring portion of our race, 
might be sorely bufieted by satanic malice, and 
fall, for a time, from a right state of feeling 
towards God, and say and do many things which 
they would subsequently abhor. (See chap, 
xl. 3 — 5 : xlii. 5, 6.) But though in themselves 
frail, and " without strength," and every one of 
them very willing to say 

"Weaker than a bruised reed. 
Help, I every moment need," 

he and they had an unfaltering conviction that 
the spiritual life of the penitent could never be 
destroyed by the enemies of God and the godly. 
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but that, in spite of all internal and external 
opposition, it would live on, and live for ever in 
tne hearts of the Lord's people. Though this 
excellent man could not sing of a cloudless sky, 
as to providential dispensations, — for many very 
dark clouds passed over his chequered path ; he 
was one of those pilgrims who went through 
** great tribulations " (Eev. vii. 14), — he could 
yet say to the G-od of his life, as another tried 
believer who came after him did, '* Thou, who 
hast showed me great and sore troubles, shalt 
quicken me again, and shalt bring me up again 
from the depths of the earth. Thou shalt in- 
crease my greatness, and comfort me on every 
side. My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing 
unto thee ; and my soul, which thou hast re- 
deemed. My tongue also shall talk of thy 
righteousness all the day long." (Psalm. Ixxi. 
20, 21, 23, 24.) He could and did say, in 
the darkest moment of his dark night of sorrow, 
" The ' righteous also shall hold on his way." 
Such a conviction, built on Divine teaching, 
must have greatly sustained his soul when he 
was almost overwhelmed by the fierce and fre- 
quent waves and billows which rolled over him. 
Tew and simple, doubtless, were the main points 
of this excellent patriarch's creed ; but, however 
few, one of them was, that God's people were 
safe in Q-od's hands ; that though their weak- 
ness was great, and their enemies many and 
powerful, yet they should be aided to " hold on 
their way." Though of much that was after- 
wards revealed he knew nothing, and, compared 
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with the Apostle Paul, he was only a babe in 
the knowledge of Divine things, his gracious 
Father did not keep him ignorant of the grand 
and consolatory truth that the subjects of re- 
newing grace are held up by His almighty arm, 
"kept by the poweb or God, through &ith 
unto salvation." (1 Peter i. 5.) They may be 
sorely scorched with the hot flames of numerous 
trials ; they may, like Job, be suspected of 
hypocrisy, and be deeply wounded by the severe 
and mistaken judgments of those who ought to 
sustain and comfort them with words of truth ; 
they may be stripped, and in the most distress- 
ing manner, of health, home, property, kindred, 
and friends ; they may be shut up in providen- 
tial darkness, " eat ashes for bread, and mingle 
their drink with weeping " (Psalm cii. 9) ; but 
even then they may rely upon " the everlasting 
covenant," and be sustained by the assurance 
that, being held up by the "Uncreated arm, they 
shall certainly " hold on their way," and be, 
after aU the storms of Hfe shall have passed 
over them, for ever safe, for ever happy, for ever 
sinless, because— for ever in heaven ! 

And as we see here that Job, in the midst of 
his numerous and severe trials, was consoled by 
this belief, — that it cheered and sustained him 
in his dreariest hours of sorrow, — so is it richly 
calculated to work the same results now, and to 
pour hope and joy into the hearts of all be- 
lievers, especially such as are called to pass 
through "many and sore trials," whether of 
mind, body, or estate. All who have " fled for re- 

b2 
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fuge to lay hold upon the hope set before them " 
in the Gospel, may meditate with gladness on 
the soul-comforting words of inspiration — " The 
righteous also shall hold on his way, and he that 
hath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger." 
Be it remembered, however, that no man is 
" righteous," in the scriptural sense of the term, 
except as he is cleaving to Christ for pardon and 
salvation, depending solely upon His finished 
work for acceptance with God, walking in the 
ways of the Lord, and earnestly desiring to 
" crucify- the flesh, with its affections and lusts." 
All such may joyfully sing — 

** 'Twas grace my wayw^ard feet first won ; 
'Tis grace that holds me fast ; 
Grace will complete the work begun, 
And save me to the last." 



''The steps of a good man are ordered by thB Lord: 
and lie dellghteth in Ids way. Though he fiOl, he shall 
not be utterly cast down, fior the Lord upholdeth him 
with His hand. For the Lord .... f orsaketh not His 

saints."— PSALM zzzyU. 23, 24. 

This is certainly not the language of one who 
believed that spiritual life might be utterly lost 
out of the hearts of the renewed ; that suDjects 
of genuine godliness might backslide from, and 
never again be restored to, the fellowship and 
favor of their Creator. For, if " the steps of a 
good," or godly, " man are ordered," — or, as the 
margin reads, eetahlished — "by the Lobd:" if 
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He, the All Powerful One, " upholdeth him with 
his hand" — the "hand" which upholdeth the 
universe, and before which all opposition must 
melt away and be subdued : if He forsaketh not 
His saints," then are they safe ; then is their 
spiritual life secure ; then maj no enemj, or 
any combination of enemies, anticipate their 
deieat, or rejoice over their possible ruin, with- 
out experiencing certain disappointment, and 
being obliged to confess that an Almighty arm 
kept, guarded, and saved them. 

It is to be observed that the sacred writer 
does not here say, — nor do any of the inspired 
teachers assert, — that the children of God shall 
never fall into sin, or be at any time overcome 
by the power and Bubtilty of satanic temptation 
operating on their weak hearts. But he does 
say, what we bless and praise God for, that 
'^ though he fall, he shall not be utterly" or for 
ever, " cast down ;" assigning this as the sole and 
sufficient reason, — " roB the Lobd itphgldeth 

HIM WITH HIS HAKD, HE TOBSAKETH NOT HIS 

SArNTS." This settles the matter, and leaves no 
room for a doubtful or precarious issue. 

*' Faithful, O Lord, tht mercies ftre, 
A rock that cannot move ; 
A thousand promises declare 
Thy constancy of love." 

Far otherwise would it be if their steps were 
ordered bv themselves, or if, while warring with 
" the world, the flesh, and the devil," they were 
trusting to the combined strength of ten 
thousand created arms. In such circumstances 



16 TJNCHANGIIfG LOTB. 

we might very properly, and with mournful 
feeling ask, *' Who then can be saved ?" And 
if saved, how could all the glory of their salva- 
tion belong to God ? But under the divine and 
gracious arrangement which actually exists, they 
shall certainly be saved, for Gk>d will save them 
their " end shall be " peace," (verse 27), and 
He who, in richest mercy; effects their salvation, 
shall be the subject of their everlasting gratitude, 
the theme of their endless songs of praise ! 

O ! fellow pilgrims, cleave to that God. 
Honor Him with your lips, your lives, your in- 
fluence, your all. Pray to Him more 'frequently ; 
meditate on His wonderful character more in- 
tensely I be ever, and everywhere, on His side, 
as His avowed, loving, and obedient children and 
servants. Prove to all who know you that the 
salvation you covet is a salvation from, sin, not 
in it ; a deliverance from its love and dominion, 
no less than from its guilt and curse. Then 
may you rejoice in heart to hear your gracious 
and reconciled Father say — 

*'Mine is an unchanging love, 
Higher than the heights above ; 
Deeper than the depths beneath, 
Free and faithful, strong as death." 
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« Tlie Lord will give grace and glory/'-^PsALM izxxiv. ii. 

The relation of these interesting and gracious 
words to the doctrine of the saints' final pre- 
Bervation and perseverance, will be apparent, no 
doubt, to every thoughtful reader. Between 
"grace" and "glory" there is a covenanted 
and an inseparable union. " Grace " is the 
commencement, foretaste, and earnest of glory; 
— ^heaven begun upon earth in the knowledge, 
love, fellowship, and service of God. And 
"glory" is the full and perfect development 
of " grace :" — the building completed ; the seed 
ripened into perfect fruit; the child become a 
man ; the sun risen from dim morning twilight 
to noonday and eternal spleudour! And will 
not He wno commenced the spiritual building 
finish it ? If not, why not ? Is it from lack of 
ability? Or from want of inclination? Or 
does He, after laying the foundation, and carry- 
ing on the building for a season, repent of so 
doing, change His mind, and leave the work- 
manship of His grace and Spirit to fall into 
decay and ruin ? Is this what God really does, 
or ever did, or is there a single line in the whole 
Bible to sanction such a notion ? "No, indeed ; 
very different are the lessons of the Sacred 
"Word relative to the infinitely wise and un- 
changeable God, and we should be most careful 
to think and speak of Him, in aU respects, as 
He is therein revealed. 

" The sacred truths his lips pronounce 
Shall firm as heaven endure ; 
And when he speaks a promise once, 
The eternal grace is sure." 
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That that '* glory** will never be entered into, 
save by those who experience renewing, justify- 
ing, and sanctifying " grace ;" and that it is only 

" He who to the end endures 
The cross shall wear the crown," 

are the frequently-taught lessons of the in- 
spired pages. But then comes the question, 
— and it is neither a trivial nor an unim- 
portant one, — why do any "endure to the 
end?" Who enables them to "hold on their 
way ?" Under what influence, or by what agency, 
are they going on " from strength to strength ?*' 
Who keeps the divine spark burning? Why 
do not the world, the flesh, and the devil, suc- 
ceed in extinguishing it ? Why has it not been 
long since put out? — Can these questions be 
answered so as to honor men, even the holiest 
and the most self-sacrificing among them ? 
Will truthful replies to these inquiries bring 
revenues of praise to human nature ? or will 
they not fully prove that all the honor and 
praise belongs to God, while men, even the 
best and the wisest, are humbled in the dust ? 
But while it is a simple and a settled truth, 
that " heaven is a prepared place for a prepared 
people " — ^that it never was, nor can be, entered 
into by any impenitent and unrenewed sinner 
(Luke xiii. 3 ; John iii. 3), we also know, on 
God's own authority, that ** whom He called " 
to be His people, by the effectual operation of 
His Spirit and truth on their hearts, "them He 
also GLOEiriED." (Eom. viii. 30.) These are 
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very plain words, but they are only the New 
Testament version of the Old Testament truth, 
" He will give ^ace and glory." The Apostle 
and the Psalmist strike the same note, and 
teach, in different words, the same important 
and consolatory lesson ; and it amounts to this 
— that all comes as a sovereign donation from 
the gracious Author of every good. From the 
first pulse of the spiritual life to the full and 
perfect enjoyment of that life in heaven, all is 
of grace, the gifts of God "through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." (Rom. iii. 24, vi. 23 ; Eph. 
ii. 8 ; James i. 16 — 18.) They are altogether 
undeserved, and bestowed in the most gratuitous 
manner possible, on guilty — and, consequently, 
unworthy — sinners of our race. Those who in 
equity deserve to die eternally, are, in sovereignty, 
made and kept spiritually alive — "alive unto Q-od 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." (Eom. vi. 12 
— 23.) O ! what motives to exercise love, grati- 
tude, and cheerful obedience, are here presented! 
Brethren in Jesus, be up and doing in the 
service of your Eedeemer. Crucify the flesh 
with its affections and lusts. Let us prove 
that we have " grace," and that we are travel- 
ling to "glory," by walking, yea, running in 
the way of His most reasonable and holy com- 

'* Firm in His footsteps m^ we tread, 
Learn every lesson of His love ; 
And be from grace to glory led. 
From heaven below to heaven above." 
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"If Ills cliildren forsake my law, and walk not In my 
Jndgments ; if they break my statutes, and keep not 
my commandments I then will I visit their trans- 
gressions with the rod. and their Iniquities with 
stripes. Kevertheless, my lorlngklndness will I not 
utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to 

falL"— Psalm Ixxxiz. 30—33. 

That the interesting psalm of which this is a 
part refers to the Messiah and His people, has 
ever been believed both by Jews and Chris- 
tians. And the above verses show us what a 
fulness of compassion is felt and exercised hj 
God towards tnose who are the children of His 
grace. '' Like as a father pitieth his children, 
so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him." 
(Psa. ciii. 18.) But as the Holy and Gov- 
erning Father of an erring and wayward 
family, too little influenced by the disposi- 
tions of loving and obedient children, it is 
consonant with every righteous and reasonable 
principle that He shoidd exercise needful dis- 
cipline over them — that He should " visit their 
transgressions with the rod" of correction, 
** and their iniquities with stripes " of chas- 
tisement. Not one of these "stripes," how- 
ever, severe as they sometimes are, because 
there is a "needs be" that they should be so 
(1 Pet. i. 6), can go deeper, or smart more, 
than the Heavenly Parent sees fit. They are 
all directed, as to their intensity and duration, 
by the loving and compassionate God. This 
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is a most consolatory truth : for, were the 
tried and chastened ones of the Lord's family 
not to feel assured that the "rod" which 
smites them is in their gracious Father's hand, 
what could support them, or keep them from 
giving up all hope in the divine promises, or 
in the continuance of God's love towards 
them? Their Father's chastisements are 
meant for destruction, indeed; but it is for 
the destruction of what is carnal and unholy 
within them. The "rod" and the "stripes" 
are administered that they may be hummed, 
that their wills may be subjected to God's, 
and that they may be made the subjects of 
** the peaceable fruits of righteousness " (Heb. 
xii. 11) in their sanctified experience. 

But there is enough in the 33rd verse to 
enkindle joy and gladness, and to keep them 
burning, even when suffering severely from the 
" rod " and the " stripes " of Divine chastise- 
ment. Here is a priceless promise, which is 
well fitted to sustain them under the weight of 
manj; troubles and trials : — " Nevertheless, mt 
liOViNGKiNDNESS will I uot utterly take from 
him, nor suffer my TAiTsruLNEss to fail!" 
Precious, unconceivably precious assurance ! 
They may, through their own fault, lose the 
joy of his salvation for a time (Psa. H. 12), but 
they shall never lose the salvation itself, for — 

** Eternal power performs the word, 
And fills all heaven with endless praise." 

And no " power," save that which is posseseed 
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and wielded by the Almighty One, can effec- 
tually cope with the difficulties which oppose 
the godly man's progress: nothing less than 
that can conduct helpless believers to glory. To 
" the grace of God " they are indebted for being 
what they are, in every holy sense (1 Cor. 
XV. 10); and we have the Divine word for it 
that they shall continue to *^ be kept," as in an 
impregnable garrison, " by the powbe op God 
through faith unto salvation." (1 Pet. i. 5.) 
When the apostle Paul assured the Christians 
at Corinth that their Gracious Father would 
" confirm," or strengthen them "unto the end " 
of their trying, and yet happy pilgrimage, he 
based his statement on the unchangeableness of 
their Heavenly Father's character: — "God is 
FAITHFUL, by whom ye were called unto the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord." 
(1 Cor. 1. 8, 9.) Why, or for what purpose, 
did he refer to the Divme " faithfulness " here, 
but to comfort their hearts, and the hearts of 
all who " call upon the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord" as their only Saviour, with the 
assurance that 

" The glories that compose God's name, 
Stand all engaged to make them blest.*' 

And can Jehovah's mind be changed P Can His 
faithfulness fail ? Can His word be violated p 
Can His counsels be frustrated ? Can His pro- 
mise be broken ? Can He, like men, lose, or 
leave, His first love ? That the salvation of 
believers depends efficiently upon God, not on 
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themselves; and that He will bring them all 
safely to His blessed Home above, are truths 
which the Scriptures clearly and frequently 
teach. Before one sincere believer in Jesus 
shall miss his anticipated inheritance, his hea- 
venly Father's faithfulness must fail, His pledged 
assurance become null and void, and His 
Almighty arm be unable to beat down His 
people's foes, and to bring them into " the land 
of pure delight." But the arm which fails to 
overcome all difficulties, and to subdue all oppo- 
sition, cannot, of course, be " Almighty." Go 
on thy way, then. Christian, in " the full assur- 
ance of hope,'* that "He who hath," in the 
exercise of His abounding grace and mercy, 
"begun a good work in you, will perform," or 
complete "it imtil the day of Jesus Christ." 
(Phil. i. 6.) Trust in Him. EoU aU your 
care upon Him. Make use of every opportunity 
that He gives you to glorify His name, to com- 
mend His happy service to all around you. Go 
forward in everything that is holy, good, and 
true, and as you march, sing^— 

" Though waves and storms go o'er my head ; 

Though strength, and health, and friends be gone ; 
Though joys be witiier'd all and dead ; 
Though earthly comforts be withdrawn : 
Stedfast on this my soul relies: 
Father, Tht hsrct nsver diss ! " 
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"Ye tliat love tHe Lord, hate evU: He preserretli the 
BonlB of hl8 aalnts i He deUvereth them ont of the hand 
of the wicked. Light Is sown for the rlghteons, and glad- 
nees for the npxlght In heart."— Pialm xctU. lo, ii. 

So believed the Psalmist : and so he was taught 
to believe by his God and King, or he would 
never have expressed himself as he here doea. 
He evidently felt assured that, however fierce 
the battles which the Lord's people may have 
to fight with their spiritual adversaries, they 
can never perish, nor come short of heaven, 
seeing that they are guarded by One who is able 
to preserve them, and who neither slumbers nor 
sleeps. (Psa. czxi.) On the supposition that 
the writer of this P^alm held the view defended 
in these pages, the above language is precisely 
that which we should expect him to use. These 
glowing declarations are in perfect harmony 
with the conviction that, 

** The church of God below 
Is like the churdi aboire ; 
Safe shielded from her every foe, 
By heavenly power and love." 

But were it otherwise ; had he not so believed ; 
did he feel assured that it was possible for every 
godly person in the land to fall away from God, 
and perish everlastingly, would he say, or would 
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it be proper for him to say, " The Lord pre- 
serveth the souls of his saints; he delivereth 
them out of the hand of the wicked. Light is 
sown for the righteous, and gladness for the 
upright in heart." Are they " prescfrved " who 
are finally lost ? Are they " delivered out of 
the hand of the wicked " who abandon God, 
and go into perdition ? Do those who die in 
their sins see " light " ? Is " gladness " to be 
the portion of those who forsake the paths of 
truth, 'and go to the place of the lost ? We 
conclude, without hesitation, that these verses 
clearly establish the doctrine which we main- 
tain, and that all believers in Jesus are safe, 
because He that keepeth them is the Lord God 
Almighty. His grace, His love, His power, all 
combine to make their final salvation certain. 
And unless they be so kept, every one of them 
must be lost. Wo power below God's is able 
to bring a single soul to heaven. Eely on him, 
then, fellow-pilgrims. Be not cast down though 
ten thousand foes should start up in your path, 
and swear by the power of their captain that 
you shall never get safely to glory. Greater is 
that One Eight Arm that is for you than all 
that are arrayed against vou. They are power- 
ful, we know, and full of subtilty, but an All- 
powerful arm, united with infinite wisdom, 
shall send dismay into their ranks, and deliver 
thee safely from them. O ! be found in the way 
of His commandments. Confess Him nobly 
and fearless^ before men. Walk humbly with 
Him, and He shall exalt you in His own good 

b8 
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time. You, with all them that are His, shall 
dwell with Him for ever ! 

" The eyerlastiDg doors 

ShaU all the saints receive, 
In the great Home of bliss, 
In heaven's own joy to live ; 
Far from this world of grief and sin, 
With God eternally Bkat in." 



" Ab far as the east la fSrom the west, so &r hath He 
[Ood] removed our transgresBlons from us.** — psalm 

ciii. 12, 17. 

So speaks the Divine Being hj the mouth of 
his servant Dayid, for the comfort and joy of 
all who love and fear the Lord their God. 
Those who are familiar with the Scriptures 
know how constantly their important lessons 
are set forth in figurative language, and that, 
douhtless, with the view of impressing them 
more deeply on men's minds ; for this method of 
imparting religious instruction is found to be 
well suited to the great majority of our race. 
What, then, can be intended by the use of the 
figure of Sjpeech here employed, — "As far as 
the east is from the west, so far hath he removed 
our transgressions from us ? " Do not these 
words plainly teach that the guilt and penal 
consequences of their " transgressions " ^are 
entirely " removed " from those who repent of 
sin — that they are freely, fully, and for ever 
forgiven by God ? Less than this they cannot 
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be explained as intending, and this is what they 
would be regarded as teaching by any one who 
never heard that the final preservation and per- 
severance of God's people was a controverted 
point. The language which the Psalmist here 
employs suggests the idea of what may be 
called, in ordinary phraseology, infinite^ or un- 
measwable distance; for who can tell how far 
the " east " of the universe is from the " west " 
of it? Who can measure the distance that 
intervenes between the most widely-separated 
suns that blaze in the fields of space ? This is 
a task for which imagination's utmost stretch is 
utterly unequal. Will any one say, then, that 
the terms here employed are too strong to 
express the Divine idea on the matter in ques- 
tion ; or that they are calculated to mislead our 
minds as to the conclusion to which they so 
evidently conduct us. No, that were to im- 
peach the wisdom of the Creator; to call in 
question His ability to use proper language, — 
language that would fitly express what He 
intended to teach, — ^when communicating in- 
struction to men ; and of this, no Christian 
will, of course, be guilty. Bejoice then, be- 
liever, that ''as far as the east is from the 
west, so far," — using the idea of natural dis- 
tance to set forth an act of Divine grace in 
reference to your sins, — "hath God removed 
your transgressions from you : " and remember, 
that to please Him in all things, — iu believing, 
thinking, speaking, acting, and suffering, — 
should De tne constant desire of your heart. 
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Let your glad and willing obedience to Him 
" who gave himself for you," who died to save 
you, not only from the guUt and curae, but also 
from the love and dominion of sin, tell all who 
know you how deep is your sense of obligation 
to that Saviour, and how earnestly you wish to 
love, honor, and glorify Him. 

** Fight the fight, Christian ! Jesus is o*er thee ; 
Run the race, Christian ! heaven is before thee ; 
He who hath promised faltereth never, 
The love of Eternity flows on for ever." 

" But the mercy of the Load is from everlasting 
to everlasting," &c., ver. 17. 

This word "but" points to the frail and 
evanescent character of human life, referred to 
in the verses immediately preceding, and con- 
trasts that very brief period of time with the 
interminable duration of the Divine mercy. 
Our " days are as grass ; " toe are like " a flower 
of the field ; but the mercy of the Lord is from 
everlasting to everlasting." It did not com- 
mence its existence yesterday, — no, nor ten 
thousand years ago, — ^nor will it terminate its 
existence to-morrow, or even in ten thousand 
times ten thousand years to come ! It was not 
an afterthought of God's, but is "from ever- 
lasting ;" and, in reference to those who exer- 
cise filial and reverential " fear " towards him, 
it will continue to bless them, not only during 
the period of their short and uncertain lives, 
but — "<o everlasting," even to all eternity! 
Here, believer, is something for you to think 
of, to glory in, to bless God for, to feast your 
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Bovi upon, though your path may be one of 
seTere trial, though you be made to feel every 
day that "this is not your rest." No; the 
" rest " and joy to which, by the grace of God, 
you are looking forward, is, " the land of pure 
delight," the palace of the Eternal King. As a 
disciple of Jesus, you may now joyfully sing — 

•• Detennined to save. He watched o*er my path, 
When, Satan's blind slave, I sported with death : 
And can He have taught me to trust in His name, 
And thus far have brought me, to put me to shame P 

** His love in time past forbids me to think 
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink : 
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review, 
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through." 

Tes, He will help you " quite through," and 
never leave nor forsake you, that you may 
be an everlasting trophy of His grace, an eternal 
monument of His pardoning and saving mercy ! 
And as fruit growing on a tree is the best proof 
that that tree is living, so those, and only those, 
who " keep God's commandments to do them," 
give evidence that they are His adopted andregen- 
erated children. The question is, Are we making 
it manifest that we are Christians by our willing 
subjection to the precepts of the Divine Word ? 
He who loves God, and delights in His revealed 
character, may safely conclude that he was loved 
first by Him. (1 John iv. 19.) Those who repent 
of sin, hate every false way, and pray earnestly 
to be delivered from the dominion of iniquity, 
need not hesitate fco conclude, that " as ilEur as 
the east is from the west, so far hath God," 
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their compassionate and most gracious. Eather, 
"removed their transgressions from them." 
All who delight in the mercy of God in Christ 
Jesus, who gratefully bless Him for the exercise 
of that mercy, and earnestly desire to be saved 
in His gracious way of Divine appointment, may 
rejoice in believing that "the mercy of the 
Lord is from everlasting to everlasting" in 
relation to them, and that they shall be " kept 
by the power of God through faith unto '* — 
t.e., termdnating in — everlasting "salvation." 
(1 Pet. i. 6.) 

'* Grace will complete what grace be^ns, 
To save from sorrows or from sins ; 
The work that wisdom undertakes 
Eternal mercy ne'er forsakes." 



•< Tbe Lord win perfect tliat wMcli concemeth me : 
Thy mercy, Lord, endnreth for ever .- forsake not 
the work of Thine own hands."— Pbalm cxxxYiii. 8. 

This is precisely such language as we should 
expect to be used by a man who believed that 
he himself, and all the godly, were safe in the 
hands and care of the gracious " Parent of 
Good." To hear such a man saying, " The 
Lord wiU perfect that which concemeth me," 
and further, to find him grounding this consola- 
tory affirmation on the fact that the Divine 
"mercy" to the penitent and believing "en- 
dureth for ever," not only does not excite 
surprise, but is just what we are prepared for ; 
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it harmonises, in every way, with belief in the 
saint's final preservation, and agrees, very accu- 
rately, with the assurance that " the Lord will 
not forsake his people for His great name's 
sake; because it pleased the Lord to make 
them His people." (1 Sam. xii. 22.) 

It is here plainly taught, — ^as it is throughout 
the whole Bible, — ^that the work of salvation in 
the soul is a Divine work ; it is " the work of 
God's hands," the production of His power, 
"the renewing of the Holy Q-host." (2 Cor. 
iv. 6 ; Eph. ii. 8 — 10.) And as it was begun in 
grace, so it will be graciously carried on and 
completed by " the Father of mercies." (Eom. 
i. 16 ; viii. 38, 39 ; Phil. i. 6 ; 1 Pet. 1—5.) 
He originated it. He imparted spiritual life to 
the soul. To every one who is regenerate, and 
" alive unto Q-od," we may truly say, " Q-od, 
who in creation's morn, commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness, hath shined in your 
hearts ;" " you, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins, hath he quickened." (2 Cor. iv. 6 ; Eph. 
ii. 1.) O, brethren, how great is your debt ! 
And how earnest, how self-denying ought to be 
your obedience. 

The godlv man who wrote this Psalm was not 
ignorant of Satan's devices, nor^a stranger to 
the untrustworthiness of his own heart. He 
knew that nothing less than the constant exer- 
cise of ALMiauTY powEB could carry on the 
work of grace in the soul, and hence it was the 
joy and solace of his heart to say, " The Lobd 
will perfect that which concerneth me; thy 
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mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever." Enduring 
for ever, then, it cannot let go its hold of those 
who are graciously interested in it ; who give 

Eroof that they are interested in it by " laying 
old of the hope set before them in the Gospel," 
and yielding their hearts unto God, through 
and in Christ Jesus. They are pardoned, re- 
newed, justified, sanctified, and " the mercy of 
the Lord," which has graciously worked out all 
these compassionate and holy results, '' is from 
everlasting to everlasting." 

" It knows no shadow of a change,** 

for it is the mercy of that Glorious Being who 
" changeth not," who loves His people " to the 
end " (Mai. iii. 6 ; John xiii. 1), having made 
them the subjects of His spiritual and imperish- 
able life, the life of God in their souls. 

Nor was David ignorant of the efficacy of 
earnest and believing supplication: he knew 
that 

" Prayer was appointed to convey 
The blessings God designs to give ;*' 

that for all the things which we need, and which 
God only can impart, He will be " inquired of " 
by his people " to do those things lor them " 
(Ezek. XXX vi. 37) ; and for this reason he prayed 
earnestly to His heavenly Father, " forsake not 
the work of thine own hands." The gracious 
and happy condition into which sinners are 
brought by r^eneration, fia.ith in Christ, &c., is 
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the effect of " God's workmanship." (Eph. ii. 
10.) When " old things are passed away, and 
all things are become new," heaven's ambassador 
distinctly tells us that ** all these things are of 
God" (2 Cor. v. 17, 18), and that the holy 
nature which He, by His Spirit, has created 
within them, shall never die out of their souls, 
but shall be perpetuated through all coming 
duration, as long as its Eountain shall live ! 
(Rom. i. 16, V. 10, vi. 23, viii. 38, 39 ; Phil, 
i. 6 ; Heb. x. 39 ; 1 Pet. i. 6.) 

With the greatest possible propriety, then, 
may it be said to all the subjects of renewing 
grace, ** How can you, that are dead to sin, live 
any longer therein ? " " Let not sin, therefore, 
reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it 
in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your mem- 
bers as instruments of unrighteousness unto 
sin: but yield totjeselves unto God, as 
those that are alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness unto 
God." (Eom. vi. 2, 12, 13.) Dear Christian 
reader, — if such you are, — remember that you 
are called by a holy name, that you make a 
holy profession, and while, in the exercise of 
duty and privilege, you sing, 

" 'Twas grace which kept me to this day, 
And will not let me go" 

let it be the constant and earnest desire of your 
heart to love God's holy laws, to do His will, 
to " show forth the praises of Him who hath 
called you," by the effectual operation of His 
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Spirit and Word, " out of darkness into His 
marvellous light." (1 Pet. ii. 9.). 

" This God is the Qod we adore, 

Our faithful, Unchangeable Friend ; 
Whose love is as great as His power, 
And neither knows measure nor end." 



" The patb of the Just Is aa the shining light, that 
Bhlneth more and more uito the perfect day." - pbot. 

ir. 18. 

This assertion is quite conclusive relative to 
the perpetuity of the faith, and the final safety 
of Q-od's people. As it is not believed by, so 
neither could it come from, the pen of a man 
who affirms that true Christians may apostatize 
from Christ, and, never returning to Him again, 
perish everlastingly. No teacher of that sort 
would ever write such a sentence as this. But 
were it read by persons who never heard that 
the certain preservation of believers was a dis- 
puted point among professing Christians, they 
would at once conclude that nothing less than 
the eternal salvation of those mentioned was 
intended : and, indeed, nothing less can be. 

Those who are "just" in principle and 
practice, whose hearts are "right with God," 
who " delight in His law," who are " led by His 
Spirit," are those who are united by faith to 
Jesus, for "by him," — ^not by ceremonies, or 
sacraments, or personal worthiness — "all that 
believe are justified " from all charges and con- 
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demnation. (Acts xiii. 39 ; Bom. viii. 1.) And 
of all the "just," or justified ones, the sacred 
writer is speaking when he says that their 
'^ path is as the shining light, which shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day." It 
does not go down ere it reaches its meridian 
splendour, nor is it ever quenched in darkness 
in its glorious course. It suffers many eclipses, 
it is true, and these are generally connected 
with want of holy and earnest watchfulness, 
feebleness of faith and love, a decline of prayer- 
fulness, and such like causes. But an eclipse 
is not an extinction. — a sun hidden for a time is 
not an extinguished one ; and after making every 
necessary allowance for such partial obscura- 
tions in the true Christian's course, "his path 
is," nevertheless, " like the shining light, wnicli 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day." 
So teaches the inspired penman. But if, after 
having shone at all, whether with much or little 
lustre, it goes out, and never shines again, it is 
very improperly represented by that which 
not only commences to shine, but continues to 
do so " unto the perfect day," but may be fitl^ 
compared to a meteor, which bursts forth — it 
may be with great brilliancy— for a longer or 
shorter period, and then goes out in darkness, 
and gives no more light for ever. 

Here, then, we find an illustration used by 
the Divine Spirit for the purpose of teaching us 
a very important truth. And will any one say 
that the illustration chosen is an improper one, 
or that it is calculated to mislead, or to teach 
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that which is not true ? He would be a bold 
man, and very much more, we think, who would so 
affirm, and would thus find fault with the com- 
parisons between things natural and spiritual 
which are made by the Divine Being. We 
say, as Christian consistency requires, that the 
illustration now under notice fitly represents the 
career and experience of all who are "the 
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus." Their 
path is not like that of a blazing and temporary 
meteor, but is " as the shining light " of the 
ascending sun, which is progressive, and "shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day." In the 
God-honoring experience of all who fly to the 
Adorable Saviour for life and salvation 

" His Grace will to the end 
Stronger and brighter shine ; 
Nor present things, nor things to come, 
Shall quench the spark divine." 

And is this your joy, Christian ? Is this your 
Batisfying consolation ? Are you upheld in your 
dailv battles with " the world, the fleshy and the 
devil," by this precious assurance? "Being 
justified freely by God's grace through the Ke- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus" (Eom. iii. 
24), are you rejoicing that "He who hath 
begun a good work in you will perform it until 
the day of Christ?" (Philip, i. 6.) O see 
to it, then, fellow-pilgrim, that you ** glorify 
Qt)d in your body, and in your spirit, which 
are God's." (1 Cor. vi. 2.) Walk prayerfully 
and watchfully. Never forget, in whatever com- 
pany you may ^^be, that you are an avowed 
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follower of the Lord Jesus. " Let your con* 
versation be such as becometh the Gospel of 
Christ" (Phil. i. 27), and then may you 
consistently sing — 

" The'Gtod of Abraham praise, 
Whose all-sufficient grace 
Shall guide me through the wilderness 
To see His face. 



<• 



He is my Faithful Friend, 

He is mj Gracious God ; 
And He will save me to the end 
~ Through Jesu's blood." 



" Oan a woman forget Im sacking child, that she 
Should not have compassion on the son of her womh 7 
Tea, they may forget, yet win I not forget thee. Be- 
hold, Ihave graven thee npon the palms of my hands,' 

Ac.— Isaiah xliz. 15, 10. 

This is, in erery view we can take of it, a 
deeply interesting portion of Scripture. In the 
14th Terse Gkxl prefers a complaint against His' 
ancient people, who, without any reason, and 
in opposition to the evidence furnished by His 
numberless acts of kindness and mercy towards 
them*, spoke of Him as being of a changeable 
disposition, and as failing to remember them 
in their sorrows and suf^rings :— " Zion said. 
The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath 
forgotten me." This was a very grave error in 
judgment, while it also inyolved a most dishonor- 
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able yiew of Gk>d'8 character^ of which they, 
aboTe all other people, should hare had a fSur 
difEerent opinion, as to them had been giyen 
" line upon line, and precept upon precept " — 
revelations clear as sunbeams — ^to prevent them 
from thinking improperly of God, or imputing 
imperfections to Hun of which He cannot possibly 
be the subject. To their erroneous and untrue 
charge the " father of mercies *' thus graciously 
replies : — ** Can a woman forget her sucking child, 
that she should not have compassion on the, son of 
her womb? Tea, they may forget, yet will I not 
forget thee/' This is very touching, and these 
are most consolatory words, words than which the 
Divine Speaker could use no stronger. The 
affection of a loving mother for her tender and 
helpless offspring is one of the strongest that 
finos a home in the human heart. It will brave 
hunger, cold, nakedness, taunt, pain, yea, even 
deatn itself ; indeed it has done so, in numberless 
instances, in all parts of the earth. Here, too, 
as if to heighten the imagery employed, we are 
pointed to a '* tucking child," and that child a 
*^ Bon,*^ in whom, in many instances, the promise 
and future name and welfare of her house might 
be bound up, all calculated to enkindle and 
sustain the most intense yearnings of a fond 
mother's love. Strong, however, and self-deny- 
ing, as this confessedly is, it will bear no com- 
parison to the transcendant and measureless 
love of G-od to His believing people. The one, 
at best, and appreciate it as we may, is only the 
love of a creature, and may, therefore^ change ; 
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the other is that which is exercised by the 
Cae^tob, and is, like Himself, uifCHAiraBABLE. 

" His is love beyond a mother's, 
Costly, free, and — without end." 

In the expression, '^ I have graven thee upon the 
palms of my hands," Dr. JJouth thinks there 
IS an allusion to the eastern practice of making 
marks of beloved objects on the hands or 
arms, to show their strong affection for them. 
This is, no doubt, a correct opinion, and we see 
how well fitted the language employed was to 
teach true lessons in reference to tne interest 
which God takes in His people, and to exhibit 
the deep affection with wuicn He regards that 
portion of His church which is yet in the wilder- 
ness, exposed to the attacks of numerous hostile 
agencies. 

" Their names from the palms of His hands 
Eternity will not erase ; 
Impressed on His heart it remains 
In marks of indbliblb grace.** 

The obvious design, then, of this passage is, to 
teach men that '* GK)d is faithful." (1 Cor. i. 9.) 
That " He changeth not." (Mai. iii. 6.) That 
His ^' gifts and callings are without repentance," 
or change of mind, on His part. (Bom* xi. 29.) 
That He ever thinks, and with most loving and 
fatherly thoughts, of '* Zion,*' His church in this 
wilderness world, where, except that " church," 
all are opposed to His righteous authority, and 
refuse to surrender their hearts to His holy and 
reasonable service, No language, we think. 
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could more plainly prove that the love of Gk>d» 
to His people is not a fluctuating, changing thing, 
but is, what the Scriptures everywhere represent 
it as being, an unchangeable affection. What 
else can we make of the words, *' Yet will I 
iroT roBGET THEE," &c. Here we have the 
pledged promise of " the God that cannot lie," 
and in it all believers may well glory, having the 
arms of everlasting love underneath and around 
them. Were their safety to depend upon their 
continuing in the fear and service of God, apart 
from the promised supply, to the full extent 
needed, of His preservmg and sustaining grace, 
** no flesh living could be saved ; " not one child 
of man could ever come into the possession of 
the heavenly inheritance. But it is not so: 
they keep God and cleave to Him ; but it is be* 
cause He keeps them, and graciously continues 
to '^ hold up toeir goings." He is to them " as a 
green fig tree " for shelter ; ** from Him is their 
fruit found." (Hosea xiv. 8.) It would be just 
as wise, however, to say that the fruit gave, 
life to the tree, as to say that holy conduct, — 
which is imperfect in the best of men, — (1 King^ 
viii. 46 ; James iii. 2 ; John i. 8-10,) is the 
cause of God's continuing to love and keep 
those who trust in His name. It is, in fact, to 
put the effect for the cause, and the cause for 
the effect. 

While, therefore, we are sure that there are 
thousands of mothers who would sacrifice every 
comfort, and encounter the most severe trials, for 
the welfare of their tender and helpless offspring, 
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but fearing to say that tbe ihost tenderly* 
attached of them may not possibly " forget/' or 
cease to think lovingly of, their sons and 
daughters, we will dwell with exalted joy on 
the gracious, the priceless declaration, "Yet 
will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven 
thee upon the palms of my hands ; thy walls 
are continually before me." !For — 



u 



Eveiy human tie may perish ; 

Friend to friend unfaithfol prove ; 
Mothers cease their own to cherish ; 

Heaven and earth at last remove *. 
But no changes 
Can attend Jehovah's love.*' 



" For a smaU moment havalfonakMntliee; frntwltb 
great mercies wUl I gather thee. In a Uttle wrath . I 
hid my iBLoe flrom thee for a moment ; hut with ever- 
lasting kindness wUl I have mercy on thee salth the 
Lord thy Redeemer. For this Is as the waters of Noah 
unto me : for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah 
should no more go over the earth i so have I sworn 
that I would not he wrtah with thee, nor rehUke thee. 
For the mountains shaU depart, and the hills he re- 
moved ; ihut my kindness shaU not depart from thee, 
neither shaU the covenant of my peace he removed, 
salth the Lord th^t hath mercy on thee."-i8AiAH ut. 

7—10. 

Among the numerous portions of Scripture 
that are fitted to fill believers with peace, joy, 
and confidence, the above verses hold a promi- 
nent place. Their obvious design is, to sustain 
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belieren under the cbastening hand of Gt>d, 
and to do this by considerationB drawn from 
the Character, Lovingkindness, and Perfections 
of Jehovah, and not from anything in them- 
Belves. Let any desponding disciple of Jesus, 
who is ready to "feint by the way," when 
thoroughly conscious that he is, in himself, 
utterly unable to cope with his spiritual adver- 
saries, sit down and prayerfully peruse these 
words, — words spoken by the Qod of grace and 
truth, — and he will not only be refreshed in 
spirit, and enabled to go on his way rejoicing, 
but he will be able also to " comfort others " 
who majr be similarly exercised, " by the comfort 
wherewith he himself is comforted of God." 
(2 Cor. i. 4.) It is only those who " know what 
Bare temptations mean," and who have been 
buffetted teverdy " by fightings without and fears 
within," who become experimentally qualified, 
in the highest degree, to *'lift up the hands which 
hang down, and the feeble knees." They can 
tell how yain it is to trust our own false hearts, 
and to put confidence in resolutions, labors, 
length of experience, gifts, graces, &c. But 
they can also impart holy and excellent counsel 
to their tried Christian brethren, and will be 
ever ready to say to each one of them, 

** GKve to the wind thy fears ; 
Hope, and be undismayed : 
God hears thy sighs, and counts th^ tears ; 
He will lift up thine head. 

*' Through waves, through clouds, and storms, 
He gently clears thy way ; 
Trust thou His word, so shall thy soul 
Bask in His endless dajt.'* 
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It is of great importance to remember that the 
hidings of GK>d's face from His people, if only 
" for a small moment," should never be traced 
up to the exercise of mere sovereignty, — ^for the 
province of sovereignty in the Divine adminis- 
tration is to bestow undeserved good^ not to 
chastise or punish. And all hidings of Qod's 
face, as well as other chastisements, should be 
thought of, and prayed over, with deep searchings 
of heart, as the manifestation of Divine dis- 
pleasure against sin, on account of its essential 
and absolute contrariety to God's holy nature. 
That Gk>d is a most loving and tender-hearted 
Father, is a truth which we should ever hold fast, 
and ever rejoice in: but we should also re- 
member that He is a holy and governing Father, 
that His children on earth are often wayward 
and self-willed, and that, — as is clearly right in 
such circumstances, — He holds a ** rod" in His 
hand, and uses it as He in His wisdom sees it to 
be necessary. (Fsa. Ixxxix. 80 — 38.) Erroneous 
views of the lessons or doctrines of the Bible 
may produce and nurture discomfort of mind ; 
B8 may also certain low conditions of bodily 
temperament. But discomfort arising from 
either of these causes may be found in connec- 
tion with great tenderness of conscience, and 
earnest desires to please Gh)d, whether in active 
or passive duty. It is far otherwise, however, 
when Christians are not '* watching unto 
prayer ; " when they grow cold in the things of 
God ; when His cause, and people, and house, 
and word are thought less of by them than they 
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were in former days ; then, indeed sbould they 
ponder the Divine words which so plainly apply 
to their cases, — *^ your iniquities have separated 
between you and your Q-od, and your atns have 
hid his face from you." (Isa. lix. 2.) Never, 
then, let the unholy sentiment be entertained, 
that G-od is not greatly displeased with the 
sins of His people. That such a lesson has been 
sometimes more than indirectly taught, both by 
tongue and pen, needs no proof; but it has no 
countenance whatever firom a single line in the 
Bible, while it is at variance with its most obvious 
teachings, whether in reference to God, sin, or 
the relationship that subsists between the Divine 
Father and the sons and daughters of our race 
whom He has, in richest mercy, adopted into His 
spiritual family. However deeply grieved a man 
may be when thinking of the ingratitude and 
ill-treatment with which his kindness may be 
requited by a stranger, a neighbour, or even a 
friend, he will be very much more 'distressed to 
be so treated by his own child, for whom he has 
thought and toiled, and over whom his fatherly 
heart has yearned, with all possible tenderness, 
ibr many a long year. We would just as soon 
teach that there is no such thing as sin, as tell 
believers in Jesus that God is not greatly dis- 
pleased with, and dishonored by, their sins. Every 
right-minded Christian will be willing to say, 
"I am fax more guilty in the Divine sight, 
all things considered, than thousands of the most 
openly vile in the land." Eesponsibility and 
guilt are to be viewed in relation to the amount 
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of light, knowledge, &c.) that may be possessed hj 
each individual. (Isa. v. 1 — 7 ; Matt. xi. 20 — 
^4; Luke 2di. 47, 48; xiii. 6, 7; Eom. ii. 
17—24.) 

While, however, God is angry with His people 
on account of their sins, and those sins operate 
as a cloud which obscures, or renders dim, the 
light of His countenance on their souls, His for- 
saking them will only be " for a small moment," 
and His design is worthy of Himself ; it is to 
bring the disobedient one to a right state of 
mind^ that he may confess sin, walk more watch- 
fully, and earnestly cry, " Eestore unto me the 
joy of thy salvation." (Psa. li. 12.) And this 
IS God's soul-reviving declaration — " In a little 
wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment ; 
but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy 
on thee. . . . Eor the mountains shall depart, 
and the hills be removed ; but mt kikdness 
SHALL NOT DEPABT TBOM THEE, neither shall 
the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the 
Lord that hath mercy on thee." All is of 
" mercy ; " mercy springing out of, and resulting 
in, ** everlasting kindness." Brethren in the 
Lord, comfort yourselves and one another with 
these blessed words, ^' My kindness shaU not de^ 
part from thee!" Such are the gracious utter- 
ances of the Great Unchangeable, who saw fit 
to make you His people, to melt your hearts and 
renew your souls. Well ma^ you, as well as every 
believer that ever lived, sing of Him, — "Who 
is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, 
and passeth by the transgressions of the rem- 
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nant of His heritage P He betaiketh not his 

AKGEB FOB BTEB, BECAUSE HE BELIGHTETH HT 

MEBOY. He will turn again, He will have com* 
passion upon us ; He will subdue our iniquities; 
and Thou will cast all their sins into the depths of 
the sea." (Mic. vii. 18.) Behave then, brethren, 
as the children of such a Father ought. Let His 
service be your delight, His cause and kingdom 
upon earth the subject of your most earnest 
thoughts, and its progress the matter of your 
chief joy. And doubt not that firmer than 
*^ mountains,'* and more lasting than " hills," is 
that ''covenant" in which you are graciously 
interested, and that " loviDgkindness " which 
will never leave you, never, never forsake you ; 
for 

** Whate'er the Mighty Lord decrees 
Shall stand for ever sure ; 
The gracious purpose of His heart. 
For ever shall endure." 



** Then wilt cast all their Bbw Into tlie depths of the 

''— MicAH vii. 19. 



It is remarked in another place (see under 
Heb. viii. 12), that it would seem to *be impos- 
sible to think of any form of expression, or 
figure of speech, that is fitted to express the 
idea offvll and tmckcmgeahle forgiveness^ that is 
not used in the Scriptures to set forth the per- 
petuity and absoluteness of that pardoning mercy 
which Ood exercises towards His p^iitent and 
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believing people. The above language is very 
striking in reference to this subject ; for, as a 
mill-stone, or any other weighty body, cast into 
mid-ocean, instantly and entirely disappears, so 
the prophet here speaks of Him who pardoneth 
penitents, and blotteth out their transgressions, 
^-" Thof wilt cast all their sins into the depths of 
the sea." ' There is no room to doubt, we think, 
that by the use of this striking fi^re the Divine 
Spirit intended to teach us the consolatory 
truth, that the forgiveness of sins which God 
exercises, and of which all who repent and 
believe the GK>spel are the happy subjects, is 
irreversible and eternal. To deny that this 
lesson is taught here would almost amount to 
saying that words have no meaning, and that 
God, by His prophet, uses language, and employs 
an illustration, which are calculated, not to teach 
a truth, but — ^to convey and support an erroneous 
notion. For, had it been the prophet's inten- 
tion to teach that the sins of believers should 
be forgiven with an unchanging forgiveness, we 
do not see how he could do this more plainly 
than by using the illustration here employed. 
One of the Puritan writers, with the character* 
istic quaintness of his time, says,—" It is not on 
the sea shore, where they might be seen and 
found at low- water, that the * sins * of G-od's 
people are said to be * cast,' but * into the depths 
of the sea,' where they are lost to all view ; 
entirely and finally put out of sight." It is 
even so ; and the glorious truth should be 
pondered by all Christians with the deepest 
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gratitude, with the liveliest joy. Well, indeed, 
may they say of Him who has " blotted out, as 
a thick cloud, their transgressions, and, as a 
cloud, their sins," (Isa. xliv. 22). 

" Who is a pardoning Gh>d like theb P 
Or who has grace so rich and free P *' 

And while they glory in that ** grace," and 
meditate, with great joy, on the unchangeable- 
ness of the Divine promise and pardon, each 
one of them should frequently ask himself, 
" What can I render to the Lord for all the 
benefits which He has conferred upon me P In 
what way can I best show forth His praise 9 
How may I bring Him most glory ? What can 
I do to please Him ?" While feasting their souls 
on the unspeakably precious truth that " God 
has cast all the sins of His people into the 
d&pths of the sea," and that He has pledged His 
word to bring them into the possession of His 
eternal glorjr, they should ever remember that 
Christ's disciples ought to copy His holy example, 
tread in His footsteps, and obey all His command- 
ments, that thus they may be as *' the salt of 
the earth," and as "the light of the world." 
And while they believe that 

" He will present their souls, 
Unblemished and complete. 
Before the glory of His face, 
With joys divmely great," 

they should ever think of the Divine exhorta- 
tions — " Let this mind be in you which was 
also in Christ Jesus." " Present your bodies a 
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living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 
is your reasonable service. And be not con- 
formed to this world ; but be ve transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect 
will of God." "Abhor that which is evil; 
cleave to that which is good." (Phil. ii. 6; Bom. 
xii. 1, 2, 9, Ac.) God has joined the doctrinal 
and the practical together; let not man put 
them asunder, or teach either without the other. 



"The Lord tliyOod .... wm rest In His love.*'- 

ZXFHAHIAH iii. 17. 

This is a most gracious and consolatory assu- 
rance, well fitted to sustaia the faint-hearted 
and the trembling saint, and to nourish that 
excellent grace, confidence in God, who is the 
Strength, the Eefuge, and the Portion of His 
people. Amidst the fluctuations and vicissitudes 
to which all earthly thiags are liable, how de- 
lightful it is to be assured that there is Okb 
"Fbxskd in the universe whose affection never 
grows cold, upon the stability of whose word 
of promise we may depend with unfaltering 
reliance, for the Divine love to believers is un- 
changing and unchangeable. Their dearest 
earthly mends may not have the same love for 
them to-morrow, or at some future time, that 
they have now : their present companions, loved 
and loving, mav cease to yield them joy, may 
even become thorns in their hearts : but, " the 
Lord their God . . , . will rest in His love." 

c2 
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To every one among His tried and feeble flock 

His word is — 

*' Fear not, I am with thee ; be not dismayed, 
For I am thy God, and wUl still give thee aid : 
1*11 strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand. 
Upheld by my righteous, Omnipotent hand." 

It was in the exercise of mere grace, or 
sovereignty, on Gj-od's part, that they became 
interested in His love ; and the merciful purposes 
of His heart towards them will not, cannot vary, 
for He, " the Lord, changes not." (Mai. iii. 6.) 
While every disciple of Jesus may say, in truth 
and humili^, " Father, I cannot preserve myself 
from falling ; ' hold thotj me up and I shall be 



f. 



safe ; ' (Psa. cxix. 117.) Ah, Lord ! if my 
safety for eternity depends upon my own power 
to *go forward* in the spiritual life, or to 
vanquish * the world, the flesh, and the devil/ 
I utterly despair for the future, and have nothing 
whatever to cheer me, or to sustain my fainting, 
feeble heart ;" he may also say, " O Gracious 
Father, I despair not ; I rely upon Thy cove- 
nant with Jesus, ' my life ' (Col. iii. 3), and my 
Intercessor before Thy throne ; (Bom. v. 10 ; 
viii. 34.) Thy most gracious and consolatory 
promise is, ' I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee ' (Heb. xiii. 5) ; and though ten thousand 
foes, human and hellisb, should stand up in battle 
array against me, and try to link themselves 
with my treacherous and untrustworthy heart 
in seeking to lead me captive to sin and Satan, 

* ril lift my hands exulting 

In Thine Almighty favour : 
The Love divine, which made me thine 
Will keep me Thine for ever ; ' 
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for my soul feasts on Thy word which Thou 
spakest by the mouth of Thy prophet, * The Lord 
thy Qod is mighty ; He will save, He will rejoice 
over thee with joy ; He will best ik His love, 
He will joy over thee with singing.' " WeD, 
indeed, may every believer rejoice that his 
salvation is of God, for this is a guarantee that 
it shall be consummated, an unfailing pledge that 
it shall be accomplished. And while the firm 
belief of this truth is calculated to strengthen 
him with strength in his soul, and to fill his neart 
with the most perfect confidence in the happy 
termination of his pilgrimage, its tendency, as 
every one must see, is, to give to the Most 
High all the honor of each believer's salvation. 
And this is only doing justly, giving the honor 
to Him to whom it rightfmly belongeth, who, 
though He '* visits His people's transgressions 
with the rod, and their miquities with stripes," 
will " rest in His love," until, ya. the multitude 
of His mercies. He will crown it with everlasting 
glory ! "Well may every believer say, " O the 
the blessedness of having such a Keeper ! the 
unslumbering Shepherd of Israel," for 

'* If ever it should oome to ^ass, 

That sheep of Christ might fall away, 

Mvfickle, feeble soul, alas, 
Would fall a thousand times a day : 

Were not Thy love as firm as free, 
Thou soon wouldst take it, Lord, from me." 

Ah ! what is self? what are graces ? what are 
resolutions ? what are experiences P what are 
frames and feelings ? " Weaker than a bruised 
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reed " maj be written on the forehead of the 
strongest, And wisest, and most holj man 
alive, for snch he is in himself, and if unsus* 
tained by the right arm of the Almighty 
King. Did not many of the most renowned 
saints mentioned in the Bible fail, and fail 
because of the imperfection of those very 
graces for the possession of which they were so 
celebrated ? proving that we can trust in 
nothing but GJ-od, — God in Christ, who alone is 
'^ able to keep ns from falling, and to present 
us faultless before the presence of His gloiy 
with exceeding ioy." (Jude 24.) What a 
cordial to the soul, then, is it to be assured that 
"the Gbd of all grace" will bring every one 
of His people into the possession of etebkal 
LIFE. Never shall the enemy of souls be able 
to point to the uncompleted salvation of one 
who had been a believer, and libel his Creator 
by saving, " Here God began to build, biit was 
not able to finish." Wo ; for where He begins 
a good work — the work of His own grace — in 
any soul, " He will perform it until the day of 
Jesus Christ " (Phil. i. 6.) :— 

"HE WILL BEST IN HIS LOVE." 
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" For I am tlie Lord, I change not ; therefore ye Bons 
of Jacot) are not con8iimed."^MAiJicHi m. a. 

This is a very important portion of Scripture 
in relation to the doctrine now under our con- 
sideration. That the most High God is able to 
keep His believing people to the end, to hold up 
their goings, and to place them securely in the 
home of the saved, is just as true as that He 
exists. This, we suppose, is the creed of all 
who " believe that He is :" they not only do not 
deny, but they firmly maintain, that God is 
able to '^ keep the feet of His saints" (1 Sam. 
ii. 9), and to bring them safely to heaven. How, 
then, we may ask, can any of His people come 
short of the eternal inheritance ? and why wiU 
they not be found with Jesus and His saints for 
ever ? Does He who ** loved them with an ever- 
lasting love" (Jer. xzzi. 8) change His mind ? 
Having loved them once, will He not love them 
to the end ? " Did He, out of mere grace, con- 
stitute them His people, — regenerate, pardon, 
justify, and adopt them into His spiritual family, 
— and will He now forsake " the work of His own 
hands," leave the gracious building unfinished, 
turn those whom He so graciously loved out of 
His tender regards, and allow the spiritual 
" workmanship" (Eph. ii. 10), which rejoiced be- 
lievers, gladdened angels, and honoured Himself, 
to be demolished by demons — to be annihilated 
by fiendish malice and diabolic revenge ? If so, 
what becomes of the declaration, "I am the 
Jiord, I change not ? " And why should the 
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unehangedbleneaa of Jehovah be mentioned as the 
reason why He did not destroy, or "consume," 
those whom He here addressed ? " For when the 
Gracious One declares of Himself, '^ I am the 
Lord, I change not," He adds, " therefore,^^ or, 
this is the reason why, " ye sons of Jacob are 
not consumed." What was true then in re- 
lation to this matter is equally true now. The 
Divine conduct towards the objects of His dis- 
tinguishing grace is now, and will continue to 
be as long as the earth endures, precisely what 
it was from the beginning, and will terminate 
in similar results. God can never see in His 
people while on earth anything that He did not 
know would exist when He made them His 
people. His knowledge concerning them has re- 
ceived no addition by anything that has occurred 
since He saw fit to renew their hearts, and to 
become reconciled to them in and through 
Christ Jesus, "His dear Son." We may receive 
persons very willingly into our fellowship to- 
day, whom, for reasons not now known to, 
or suspected by, us, we shall be obliged to 
separate from our fellowship at some future 
time. Of the future we know nothing, and 
can only act on our present knowledg^e. 
But God's conduct towards men is not so m- 
fiuenced, for he knoweth — and with a knowledge 
that admits of no addition — ^not only what is 
now, but what will ever be, in the hea^ and life 
of every child of man. All that happens in the 
experience of ffis people after their conversion 
"^as just as present to His mind when angels 
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rejoiced oyer their reoonciliation to G-od, as it 
can be at any period hereafter. With Him all 
duration is one eternal isf ow ! " '^ Past, present, 
and to come," is a veiy necessary form of speech 
for finite beings to use, — it nghtly expresses 
time in relation to them, — ^but past and ftUure 
have no relation to God ; to Him everything is 
PBESENT. If ten thousand holy angels, — ^those 
'' ministering spirits who are sent forth to minis- 
ter for them who shall be heirs of salvation" 
(Heb. i. 14), were to fly up to the Divine foot- 
stool every hour, to teD of the many acts of 
disloyalty to their King which they saw the 
objects of their care commit, not one new idea 
would enter into God's mind, not one new emo- 
tion would He feel. He knew it all before time 
began, yea, before the first-bom of His angelic 
family came into being. What, then, we ask, 
does the Gracious One mean when He says, ^' I 
am the Lord, I change not, therefore ye sons of 
Jacob are not consumed," if He does not mean 
that, as He now loves His people, and regards 
them tenderlv, **He will rest in His love" 
(Zeph. iii. 17;, and continue to be, from hence- 
forth and for ever, their Guide, Guardian, and 
Portion ? Had He not been unchangeable they 
would have been "consumed" long ere now. 
It is to that, and that alone, they owe their 
continuance in the Divine favor and fellowship. 
No amount of forbearance less than that which 
their Gracious Father mercifully exercises would 
or could have spared them. And as they do 
not owe their preservation hitherto to anything 
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that they have done, or left undone, but to the 
Diyine unchangeablenees, to it they will con- 
tinue to be indebted until they enter the holy 
city, and stand in the circle of the ransomed 
ones who surround the throne of God in heaven. 
Yes— 

'* The God of truth His church has blessed, 
And loved with an eternal love ; 
Hence we are drawn to Christ, our rest, 
And from His grace shall ne'er remove.*' 

Bejoice then, believer, in Him whose name you 
bear, with whose people you associate, and to 
whose everlasting blessedness you are daily 
travelling. Lean on His arm: commend His 
service to all around you : " glorify Him in your 
body and your spirit which are His" (1 Cor. 
vi 20) : and while feelingly alive to the fact that 
you are a weak and erring creature, and utterly 
unable to vanquish the inward and outward foes 
of your spiritual life, be not dismayed, but trust, 
for all strength, for all grace, for all needful 
supplies day oy day, to the v^y last hour of 
your pilgrimage, to The Qbeat U NCHAyaEABLE, 
and — 

'* His hand divine will lead you on. 
Through all the dangerous road ; 
TiU to the sacred mount you rise, 
And see your smiling God." 
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**For tbere iHaU arise fiOae Cbxlsts, and fUse pra- 
plietB» and sliaU flthow great ilgiui and wonders ; inao- 
mneli tliat, if it were poeslUei they aliall deoelYe tXie 
▼ery eleot.'''MATTHBw xxIt. 12— is. 

"Wb quote these words, not with the view of 
making any remarks on the false messiahs and 
£ilse teachers that have arisen, and by whose in- 
fluence vast numbers have been led into the most 
ruinous errors, but to direct attention to its 
concluding clause, — "if it were possible, they 
shall deceive the very elect." The obvious and 
consolatory lesson which, we think, the Eedeemer 
teaches here is, — that it is impossible to deceive^ 
to their final rmn, the chosen people of God, 
Nothing less than this could have been intended 
by the Gracious Speaker, nor can any other 
meaning be consistently given to the language 
which He here uses. Let any man of ordinary 
understanding, who never heard of the difference 
of opinion that exists among professing Chris- 
tians on the subject of the saints' final preserva- 
tion, be asked the qustion, " What, according 
to the ordinary laws of language, as in the case 
of any other statement, do these words mean, 
' insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall 
deceive the very elect?* What does the speaker 
here teach?" We feel assured he would 
say, "They evidently mean, and the speaker 
clearly teaches, that this is not possible, and 
that this is the reason why they are not, and 
shall not, be deceived by false teachers to their 
spiritual ruin." With deep sorrow we are 
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obliged to admit that true believers may be led 
into dark paths and G-od-dishonoring courses : 
that they may grow cold in heart towards 
Jesus, His cause and people : that they ma^ hold 
many false notions, and do much that is mcon- 
sistent with their holy profession : — aU of which 
is very greatly to be deplored and grieved over : — 
but they cannot 1)0 permanently deceived, nor 
be finally led away from the Ood of their salva* 
tion, for — 

** His love to saints, in Christ their Head, 
Knows not a limit nor an end." 

The plain and certain lesson, then, that the 
Redeemer here teaches, is — that it is not pos- 
sible to deceive to their final ruin, or to draw 
away permanently from G-od, His own chosen 
people, those whom He took out of the world 
for His praise, and who rejoiced to be His 
adopted sons and daughters. But this impossi* 
bility is not built on the exercise of their own 
strength, fortitude, or graces; it flows out of 
the covenant, love, promise, and exercised power 
of their Gracious Father, who, because of His 
unchangeableness, kept all believers in past 
ages (1 Sam. ii. 9 ; xii. 22 ; Ps. Ixxxix. 30— -i33 ; 
Zeph. iii. 17 : Mai. iii. 6), and pledges Himself 
to keep all who, to the end of time, £j for refuge 
to the hope set before them in the Gospel of 
His grace (John iii. 16; v. 24; x. 29 ; Eom. 
i. 16 ; viii. 38, 39 ; Phil. i. 6 ; 1 Pet. i. 6.) 

It is of the greatest importance, however, to 
remember, that no other proof can be given. 
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whether to ourselves or others, that we are 
"chosen by God to salvation," save that of 
choosing ffim for our Lord and Portion ; resting 
for pardon and eternal life upon the finished 
work of Immanuel, our Surety ; and walking 
daily in the ways of the Lord. So living, we 
give the best, mdeed, the only proof that we 
are "in Christ ; " and nothing is more clearly 
taught in the Bible than that 

"The names of all His saints He bears 
Deep graven on His heart ; 
Nor shall the weakest Christian say 
That he hath lost his part." 

" These characters shall fair abide 
Oar everlasting trust, 
When gems, and monuments, and crowns, 
Are mouldered into dust." 

Dear reader, are you "alive unto God," or 
'* dead in trespasses and sins ? " Are you one 
of those — alas ! a very large number — who have 
only " a name to live," while there is no spiritual 
life in their souls ? If so, how quickly and 
earnestly should you " repent and believe the 
Gospel:" with what haste and determination 
should you fly to Jesus, the only Saviour, for 
pardon and acceptance with God. To determine 
to do this at some future time, but not now, may 
end in the eternal ruin of your soul ! I leave 
this thought with you, earnestly entreating you 
to ponder it. If, however, you are "a new 
creature in Christ Jesus," think much of what 
you ought to be ; meditate, constantly, on the 
claims of your Lord and Saviour ; and study, 
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every hour, to please Him who died to save you, 
not from future wrath merely, but also fipom the 
love and dominion of sin. (Matt. i. 2L) 



** Hazy liatli Chosen tliat good x»art, wldoh diall not 
iM taken away flrom her."— Luke x. 42. 

In these few words, addressed by the gracious 
Redeemer to Martha, we have three very im- 
portant lessons set before us. 

The first is, that religion is a voluntary thing, 
a matter of personal choice — " Mary hath chosen,** 
&c. Force can do nothing to make men holy. 
It may produce hypocrites, and cover a land with 
superstition; these things it has often done ; but 
it cannot produce personal consecration to God, 
or kindle a single spark of true piety in any 
man's soul. In order to please our Creator, 
there must be a personal surrender of the heart 
to Him, made through Jesus Christ. 

** Our voluntary service He requires, 
Not our necessitated : such with Him 
Finds no acceptance.'* 

But when his deliberative choice is made,— 
when enmity against God is exchanged for love, 
— everv believer will be most wilimg to say, 
" We love Him because He first loved us." 
(1 John iv. 19). ** He drew us and we followed 
on." (John vi. 44, 45.) They kno'w, and they 
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rejoice to Bay, that it was the Holy Spirit who 
Opened their understandings ; who " gave them 
hearts and eyes to look ;" who renewed their 
minds ; who led them to Jesus. 

A second lesson taught here is, that religion 
is an excellent thing— ^ Mary hath chosen that 
good part," &c. It is a substantial, and not a 
shadowy " good." And it is this in whatever 
light we regard it, in every view we can 
take of it. It is " newness of life." It is the 
life of God in the souls of men. It is the re- 
storation of the image of His holiness to the 
human spirit. It is *' righteousness and peace 
and joy m the Holy Ghost." It is "heaven 
begun below." It is " good " in all circum- 
stances, and for all persons. It blesses, as 
nothing else can; and it makes its subjects 
blessings to others, not for time only, but in 
relation to the endless future ; to all eternity ! 

A third lesson taught here is, that true religion 
is a permanent blessing — *^ Mary hath chosen 
that good part, which ^all not oe taken away 
from hery It is " incorruptible seed." (1 Pet. 
i. 23.) It is •' everlasting life." (John v. 24.) 
It *' shall not be taken away from" those who 
possess it. This cannot be said of riches^ for 
they are "uncertain" (1 Tim. vi. 17) ; they miy, 
they often do, " make themselves wings and fly 
away." (Prov. xxiii. 6.) Nor of worldly honors^ 
for they are often exchanged for neglect, or 
even loud condemnation ; the flatterer of to-day 
may become not only cold, but slanderous 
to-morrow ! Nor of healthy for the vigour and 

c3 
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freslmess of the present may soon give place 
to feebleness, wasting, and constant pain ! Nor 
of friends, for they may all die, or what is far 
worse, become foes ! Nor of life, for that is only 
" like a vapour," it will soon be called for by its 
Proprietor : " there is but a step between us and 
death." (1 Sam. xx. 3.) Truly, 



»» 



" He builcU too low who builds beneath the skies. 



But, while earth's brightest joys and comforts 
are held by a very uncertain tenure, and to them 
change and decay ever belong, this " good part," 
which all believers in Jesus have chosen, is a 
permanent and enduring inheritance. Ifc shall 
be theirs for ever ! It shall " not be taken away 
from them." God will not do this, for His " gifts 
and callings are without repentance " (Eora. 
xi. 29) on His part : and none of their spiritual 
foes can do it, for " their life is hid with Christ 
in God ; and when Christ, who is their life, shall 
appear, then shall they also appear with hira nr 
GLOBT." (Col. iii. 3, 4.) Life's fluctuations may 
go on, and its comforts and joys be exchanged 
for heavy trials and dark sorrows, but this " good 
part " is indestructible ! In it believers have 
that which bids defiance to all assaults, whether 
coming from earth or hell. Neither human nor 
hellish foes, whether separately or in combina- 
tion, can pluck them out of Jesu's hand (John 
X. 27 — 29), or destroy the principle of spiritual 
life which God has graciously implanted within 
them. Left to their own keeping that " life " 
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would soon die out, or be lost ; but watched and 
secured, as it is, by its Divine Communicator, all 
tbe powers of darimess cannot tear it from the 
souls of its happy subjects ! Dear reader, do 
you lift up your eyes to Him who sits on the 
everlasting throne and cry, 

" Engage this roving, treacherous heart 
Great God to choose the better part : 
To scorn the trifles of a day, 
For joys that none can take away.** 

If so, you may sing with holy hope and exulting 

'* Then let the wildest storms arise ; 
Let tempests mingle earth and skies ; 
No fatal shipwreck shall I fear ; 
But all my treasure with me bear.'* 



"For God BO loved tbe world, tbat He gave His only 
iMgotten Son, tliat whosoever t>elievetli In him Should 
not perish, hnt have everlasting Ufe."— John m. i6. 

This is, unquestionably, one of the most delight- 
ful texts in the entire Book of God. It gives 
ns a glorious view of the Creator's love, or com- 
passion, to our fallen and rebellious race. It 
shows us the extent of that compassion ; directs 
our earnest attention to the "Unspeakable 
G-ifb " of infinite pit^ and benevolence ; and 
tells us how a saving interest in Jesus may be 
realized and experienced, — how pardon and 
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salvation may become ours ! Not without reason 
did the poet sing— 

" Gould I with ink the ocean fill ; 

"Were the whole earth of parchment made ; 
Were every blade of grass a quiU ; 

And every man a scribe by trade : 
To write the love of Gtod above 

Would drain that ocean dry ; 
Nor could the scroll contain the whole 

Though spread from sky to sky I " 

But, nothing can be plainer than that this verse 
teaches the doctrine for which we contend in 
these pages. It is here affirmed with all possible 
clearness. For, if ** whosoever believeth on the 
Son of God shall not perish," but be put in 
possession of " everlasting life," all that we say 
18 proved. All Christians believe in Jesus. This 
is that, indeed, which constitutes them Christ- 
ians, and evidences that thev are sons of God 
by adoption and grace: for, ''as many as 
received Him, to them gave He power to become 
the sons of God, " even to them that believe on 
His name." (John i. 12.) All who are " the 
children of God," in a gracious sense, are so by 
exercising ^^ faith in Chnst Jesus." (Gal. iii. 25.) 
But not one of those who believe in Him shall 
" perish," or be cast out from the Divine favor 
and fellowship; — all shall enjoy ^^everlasting 
life ;" all shall be found in Heaven ! 

We see not, then, how any one could clearly 
teach, or any words obviously affirm, the doctrine 
herein defended, if it be not taught in the versse 
at the head of these remarks. But it is taught 
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there, unless words have no meaning, and unless 
we are to explain away the plainest and most 
easily-understood statements of Holy Writ. See 
also, as teaching the same truth, and nearly in 
the same language, John i. 12 ; iii. 16, 18, 36 ; 
V. 24; vi. 35, 40, 47; xi. 26; xx. 31; Acts 
xvi. 31 ; Bom. i. 16. The testimony borne 
by each of these passages is to the same effect ; 
every one utters the same gracious declaration. 
But how, we ask, or in what sense can it be 
said, *' He that *^ believeth on Him hath everlast- 
ing life," if any one or more of those who 
believe on him may become a final apostates- 
may perish exerlastingly P Can that which is 
everlasting cease to be ? In order to be everlast^ 
ing must it not endure, live on, and live for 
ever ? Only one reply can be given to these 
questions, but that reply proves, to a demonstra- 
tion, that the Gospel is "the power of God 
unto SALVATIOK, to every one that belieteth." 
(Bom. i. 16.) O the blessedness of being a 
sincere Christian! one who, while fully con- 
vinced of his being lost and undone in himself, 
is able to say, "My hope is built on Jesus : He 
is my Mediator, my Peace, my Bighteousness, 
my Bock, my Befuge, and my Salvation." Dear 
reader, is this your happy condition ? Have 
you found out your sin, and taken it, with self- 
loathing and earnest penitence and faith, to the 
divinely-provided, and divinely-accepted Sacri- 
fice — even Jesus? Has God become your 
reconciled Pather in His own dear Son ? If so, 
O live to the praise of your Saviour. 'Be ever. 
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and everywhere, on His side. Do all the good 
you can to men for the Lord's sake. Extol His 
name, and Gospel, and service, whenever He 
gives you an opportunity so to do. And in His 
good time you shall see Him as He is, love Him 
as you ought, and be with Him for ever and 
ever ! Lift up your heart, then, *' to the Bock 
of your salvation,*' while you joyfully sing, 

" O happy the choirs who praise Thee above I 
What joy tanes their lyres, their worship is love. 
Yet, safe in Tht keeping, and happy they be. 
In this world of weeping, whose strength is in Thss* 

** Thoagh rugged their way, they drink as they go, 
Of springs that convey new life as they flow : 
The God they rely on, their strength will renew. 
Till each, brought to Heaven, His glory shaU view.'* 



"VexOy, verUy, Z say nnto yon, lie that Heareth my 
word, and tMUeyeth on mm that sent me, hath ever- 
lattlng life, and shaU not come into condemnation i 
Imt iB passed from death nnto llfe."-JoHN ▼. 24. 

This verse is, in some particulars, yery similar 
to the passage which we have just considered. 
If it were the Saviour's intention to teach the 
doctrine which is defended in these pages — ^and 
we believe it was — ^it would baffle any man's 
ingenuity to say how, or in what terms, He 
could do this more clearly than is here done. 
Words are altogether useless, as vehicles of 
communicating thought or instruction, if this 
verse does not ai&rm that every believer *^ has 
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Qverlastiog life, and sbull not come into con- 
demnation." AM impenitent and unbelieving 
persons are under divine condemnation, and in 
a state of spiritual death — ** dead in trespasses 
and sins" (Eph, ii. 1): but when penitent 
and believing they are made the subjects of 
God's pardoning mercy, and of that spiritual 
life, the life oi God m the soul, which is 
graciously connected with, and will certainly 
terminate in, everlasting blessedness. 

And as if to make the assurance more sure the 
Saviour prefixes a " Verily, verily " to the in- 
valuable declaration which He here makes. 

In view of all this, however, we are asked to 
believe that He who uttered these words knew, 
for He knows "aJl things" (John ixi. 17), that 
any one, or more, or even all, of those who hear 
and receive His word, and believe on His name, 
may apostatize finally firom Him, and pepsh 
everlastingly ! 

But how can this he P Does it agree with 
the plain declaration above made ? Both cannot 
be true : can we be at any loss which we should 
receive, and which reject? Everything like 
chance or peradventure is set aside by the 
obvious, the most unmistakeable teaching of the 
Bedeemer. He does not say that every believer 
may possibly, or perchance, have, or that there 
is a very strong probability that he may enjoy, 
but " he hath everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation." Can *^ everlasting life" 
cease to exist f Can it die 6ut of the soul ? 
Can it come to an end ? If so, what becomes 
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of the positive assurance here given ? What 
does it mean ? Of what use is it ? We hear 
Christ, on the one hand, saying, that believers 
" shall not come into condemnation :" we hear 
others asserting that thej may be condemned 
with the most severe condemnation that can fall 
on men, even that which is deserved by final 
apostates from Jesus ! That numbers of^^ those 
who so assert are sincere Christians, and earnest 
lovers of Christ, we rejoice to believe ; but, we 
cannot accept their conclusions relative to the 
perpetuity of the faith of God's people, nor 
Believe, with them, that it is possible for any 
number of genuine disciples or Jesus to aposta- 
tize finally from Him. He Himself says it is 
not — that they have all " everlasting life ;'* that 
not one of them shall ''come into condemnation.'* 



" Raise the eye Christian I just as it closeth ; 
Lift the heart Christian I ere it reposeth : 
Thee from the love of Christ nothing shall sever ; 
Mount when Ihy work is done, praise Him for ever.'* 
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'* And tills is tlieFatliex*Bwm tliat of aU wuen 

He liatlL given me I slLonld lose notUng, Imt slionld 
raise it np again at tbe last day. And tliis is tbe will 
of Him that sent me, tliat every one wMcli seetb tbe 
Son, and 1>elievet2L on Him, may liave everlasting life 
.... Verily, verily, I say nnto yon, lie tliat believetb 
on me liatli evexlasting life. I am tbe living bread 
wUcli came down from beaven: if any man eat of 
this inread lie sliaU live for ever,"- Jokif vi. S9, 4o, 47, si, 58* 

Thesb are all most important statements, and 
they furnish the fullest assurance, repeated again 
and again, that those " given" by the Pather 
to the Bedeemer, — all who, from age to age, in 
consequence of being so given, believe on Him 
— shtdl be brought into the enjoyment of 
" everlasting life." 

And, while every believer, from the beginning 
to the end of time, is, in many respects, to 
be viewed and thought of in his distinct 
personality, there is a sense in which all 
believers — whether of the past, the present, or 
the future-— are to be regarded as one " body " 
(Bom. xii. 5), one "family" (Eph. iii. 16), 
one "building** (Eph. iii. 21), one church" 
(Matt. xvi. 18 ; Acts xx. 28), one " house " 
(Heb. iii. 6) ; just as, in speaking of a forest, a 
nation, or an ocean, we say, " it," referring to 
it as a whole, though composed of millions of 
parts. And of all believers to the end of time, 
that "multitude which no man can number" 
(Bev. vii. 9), which will compose the " one body" 
of the saved, the Bedeemer speaks when He 
says, " And this is the Father's will that 
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of all which He hath given me I should lose 
nothing" — not a single part or unit — "but 
should raise IT up again," viz., to a resurrection 
of eternal blessedness, " at the last day." All 
shall be saved — not converted merely, or put in 
a way of salvation, but — "saved," for Jesus 
assures us that this is^ " the Father's will." 
And if so, who will s^y that it may possibly 
fail of being accomplished ? No, no ; the 

fracious Bedeemer "shall see of the travail of 
[is soul" (Isa. liii. 11) in the everlasting 
blessedness of " every one " of those who believe 
in His name. The beautiful and conclusive 
declarations which the Great Teacher makes in 
the above verses, give the strongest assurance 
possible of the perfect safety, even to the full 
enjoyment of " everlasting life," of ** all " and 
^^ every one " of those who were, are, or shall be, 
His believing people. If the Saviour were either 
unable or unwilling to preserve them from 
apostacy, or to " raise them up again at the last 
day ;" or did He know that, of all who believe 
on Him, some would be lost, how could He say 
that " every one^^ of them should be saved ? or, 
which is the same thing* have " everlasting life?" 
Let the above verses be carefully and con- 
scientiously pondered by any one who wishes, as 
all ought, to be led by divine teaching, and we 
see not how he can fail to conclude that the 
doctrine for which we plead in this little book 
is plainly taught in them. And, were any one 
who utterly disregards the Christian system, 
and who, consequently, cares not for any of our 
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denominational controversies, to be asked what 
the words of Jesus in these verses mean — what, 
according to the ordinary laws of language, they 
teach — he would not hesitate, we oelieve, to 
say, " Wl^fj as plainly as words can teach any- 
thing, that * every one' who believes in Jesus 
shall have 'everlasting life.' " Yes, they either 
teach this or nothing at all : if this is not their 
meaning there is no meaning in them. Such, 
then, are the gracious and consolatory assu- 
rances which the adorable Saviour gives to all 
His tried, tempted, and buffeted people ! 

'* He sets them in a glorious place, 
And there upholds them by His grace." 

Brethren in the Lord, be ever able to say with 
the apostle, " The love of Christ constraineth 
us." (2 Cor. V. 14.) Let it "constrain" you 
to consecrate lip and life, heart and soul, mind 
and body, to His praise and service, day by 
day. Be grateful, loving, and obedient dis- 
ciples of your Almighty Saviour ; and ever con- 
sideriog how much He has done for you, be 
intensely desirous to please Him in all things. 
Live " as become th the gospel " in whiqh you 
profess to glory, that thus you may "glorify 
your Father who is in heaven," and be a 
blessing to many who are around you. 

'* The heavens and earth shall pass away, 
And be to dissolution brought ; 
But Zion's strength shall ne*er decay, 
For her Bbdeemeb changeth not. 

" Here would we dwell while others rovei 
Here we are safe from all alarms ; 
Our hope is everlasting love ; 
Our rest, the everlasting arms." 



72 UNCHAKGIKG LOTE. 

"lam tbe door : l>7 me if any man enter in lie sliall 
1)0 saved."— JoHK X. 9. 

THi^eE are most important, most consoling, and 
very plain declarations of the " Great Teacher." 
The first four words of this verse contain 
volumes of the most instructive meaning, and 
are worthy of all the attention that any child 
of man can possibly give them. We learn 
from them that, bad and wretched as our case 
is, it is not hopeless. Oh! what intelligence 
this is to " souls condemned to die ! " "Wonder, 
O heavens, and be astonished, O earth, at 
this -^ there is a way back to our offended 
Creator's favor and fellowship; there is a 
" door " of hope ; for " the Father of mercies " 
has, in measureless compassion, laid help upon 
One who is " mighty to save " (Isa. Ixiii. 1), not 
only the moral and tfje least guilty, but even 
the chief of sinners. (1 Tim. i. 15.) Adored 
for ever be His name that "there is for- 
giveness with God, that He may be feared," 
(Psalm cxxx. 4) that there is a way of escape 
from the guilt, dominion, and curse, justly due 
to sin. 

We learn, also, from these words, that there 
are not many doors through which the guilty of 
our race may enter into the Divine favor, and 
the "fold " of which Christ is '' the Good 
Shepherd " (John x. 11) ; nay, that there is 
only owe, even Jesus, who here says, "I am 
ike door ; " meaning, evidently, not only a safe 
mode of entering in, but, the only one. In 
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another place, He teaches the same truth by 
saying, "I am the way" (John xiv. 6); not 
one out of many ways, but — the only one. 
(See also Acts iv. 11 ; 1 Cor. iii. 11.) Here, 
however, we have another lesson set before us. 
After saying, " I am the door," the Eedeemer 
adds, " By me if any man enter in he shall be 
saved.^^ By the word " saved " here, we are 
certainly to understand, everlasting life in 
heaven. "Who has any warrant to give it a 
lower meaning ? Or what would the value of 
the declarative promise be if it did not include 
eternal happiness ? He is not " saved " who 
comes short of final salvation ; and if any one 
or moBe of those who "enter in" to the 
" sheep-fold " of the penitent and believing 
" by " Christ Jesus, should fail to realize the full 
enjoyment of heaven's blessedness, the gracious 
promise given in this text would be broken. 
But no such result is possible. Jesus is able 
to save " to the uttermost " those who believe 
in His name ; and all who " enter in " to the 
fold of which He is the covenanted and tender 
" Shepherd," shall be watched over, cared for, 
and " saved," with an everlasting salvation. 

" Blessed fold I no foe can enter, 
And no friend departeth thence ; 
Jesus is their sun, their centre, 
And their shield, Omnipotence. 

*' Blessed, for the Lamb shall feed them, 
All their tears shall wipe away ; 
To the living fountains lead them, 
Till fruition*s perfect day." 
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*'H7 sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me : and I give unto them eternal life ; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them 
ont of my hand. Hy Father which gave them me is 
greater than all ; and no man is able to pluck them out 
of my Father's hand*"— John x. 27—29. 

This portion of Divine -truth is one of the 
Ixillest, and most delightful, in the entire Scrip- 
tures. We include it here for the sake of 
calling attention to the assurance given in it 
relative to the safety, in Christ their Head, of 
all who are His. The Redeemer is speaking of 
His " sheep," or believing people, and of them 
He says, — and that without any qualifying 
clause whatever — '*they shall never perish," 
which He strengthens by repeating in another 
form, '* neither shall any (enemy or being) 
pluck them out of my band." Precious, in- 
valuable declaration ! And as if to make 
assurance' doubly sure, the Saviour adds, — " My 
Father, who gave them me, is greater than all ; 
and no one is able to pluck them out of my 
Father's hand." Here, then, is one of the 
most unequivocal declarations in the Bible, the 
object of which is to teach us that all Christ's 
'* sheep " — all who are His by the Sovereign 
donation of the Father, and subsequently by 
His spiritual conquest of their hearts, and their 
willing surrender of themselves to His service 
and authority — shall enter upon the enjoyment 
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of "etebnal life." It guarantees that — 
nothing less. Were a thoroughly -practised 
scribe required to construct a sentence or 
statement, the intended meaning of which 
should be, that all true believers should be 
preserved from every enemy, and be divinely 
enabled to persevere through all dangers and 
temptations, until numbered with the " spirits 
of just men made perfect;" and were he 
desired to construct that sentence or statement 
so as to avoid anything like misconception or 
ambiguity, and to be careful to express himself 
with the most studied precision of language, 
for the avoidance of all difficulty or doubt as to 
the meaning intended, it would he impossible for 
him to do this more definitely, or more strongly, or 
to use more positive language, than we find in the 
above verses. This blessed doctrine is taught in 
many a text of Holy Writ, but in no one with 
greater clearjaess or force than in this passage. 
The final safety of every believer — even to the 
possession of " eternal life " — ^is here graciously 
guaranteed, and that by One who is able to 
effect it. (Jude 24.) The Saviour does not 
say that no one would try to *' pluck them out 
of His " or " His Father's hand ; " or that they 
should keep themselves ; or that their love to 
Him would merit, or be the cause of His con- 
tinued love to them ; — none of which are true — 
but that He would " give unto them " that 
priceless and unspeakably - blessed donation, 
" eternal life," and that neither men nor demons 
should be "able" to defeat or overturn the 
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purpose of Divine grace eoncemiBg them, or 
to snatch them out of the grasp of their cove- 
nant-keeping Father ! Of all that has gone 
before, then, this is the sum: — Difficulties, 
many and sharp, may surround the children of 
God : temptations, fierce and fiery, may make 
violent and horrible assaults on their souls: 
enemies, human and hellish, may put all their 
wicked stratagems on the stretch, in order to 
promote their ruin: but Divine love, wisdom, 
and power, will ever be on their side : Jesus, 
their Almighty Saviour-King, will meet and 
vanquish all these : His merciful and sure pro- 
mise is — ** They shall iievee pebish." 

*• Nor death, nor hell, shall e'er remove 
His chosen from his breast ; 
Safe in the mansions of his love, 
They must for ever rest." 



'' And I will pray the Father, and He shall give yon 
another Comforter, that He may abide with yon for 
ever; even the Spirit of tmth; whom the world cannot 
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him ; 
but ye know him; for he dwelleth with yon, and shall 
be in yon. I will not leave yon comfortless : [or orphans] 
I will come to yon because I Uve, ye shall live 

also."— -John xiv. 16—19. 

This is a very important portion of Holy Scrip- 
ture, presenting as many points of interest and 
consolatory instruction as is to be found, in the 
"e compass, in the Divine Word. 
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"With the view of ascertaining the true mean- 
ing of any part of the Bible, ite should do 
what we can to find out the scope and design 
of the connexion in which such passage stands. 
The evident design of the Lord Jesus here was, 
to pour consolation into the hearts of His dis- 
ciples, because the hour was drawing near when 
they should be deprived of His personal fellow- 
ship and counsels, and their toils and diffi- 
culties, in that new and untried position which 
they were soon to occupy, — when the powers of 
earth and hell would combine to crush them, 
and to overturn their Master's cause, — would 
call for much wisdom and courage, and require 
large measures of sustaining power from on 
high. 

It is not true that " the world " — meaning, 
of course, unconverted persons — "cannot re- 
ceive " — that is, have not the capacity to 
receive— " the spirit of truth;" for, were this 
the case, their salvation would be impossible 
(John iii. 5 ; Eom. viii. 9) ; nor could it have 
been any comfort to the disciples, but a great 
sorrow, to have been so informed. Besides, 
they were to "preach the gospel to every 
[rational] creature ; " and we know that the 
Holy Spirit gave testimony to the " word of 
His grace," and took up His gracious abode in 
the hearts of great numbers — and, blessed be 
His name, is doing so still — so that " the world " 
can " receive " the Spirit, be led into the ways 
of Grod by Him, and be everlastingly saved. 
Ko further proof of this is needed. It is true 
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that this contradicts tlie sense of our present 
translation ; yet it is undeniable that sinners 
have been, and are being, converted ; and if the 
translation so renders the original as to leave 
no room for the occurrence of this delightful 
fact, we must seek to reconcile the matter in 
some other way; and this can be easily and 
honestly done. 

Neither shall we be helped out of the diffi- 
culty by saying, as many do, that the word 
" cannot " is to be understood here in a moral 
sense, for will not ; for, although it is a truth, 
that in the unrenewed mind there is no relish 
for spiritual things, this doctrine has no place 
here, nor has it any connexion whatever with 
the manifest design of the passage, w^hich is, as 
was said before, to comfort the disciples in the 
prospect of losing their Lord and Master. 
Besides, what sense is there in saying, ** Whom 
the world cannot receive, hecause it seeth him 
not, neither Tcnoweth him; " for these latter words 
furnish the reason why the former part of the 
verse is true. It is needless to prove that men 
can and do ^^ receive the Spirit of truth,'* whom 
yet they do not see. 

We submit that if, instead of reading 
"receive," we translate the verb (lamhano) 
" to seize '* — that is, to drag, or take away by 
force*— we shall have a sense altogether in 
harmony with the scope and design of the 

* This is frequently the proper meaning of the verb in 
the New Testament. See Matt. xxi. 35 — 39 j Mark xii. 
3—8, &c. 
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passage ; or, in other words, the true meaning 
of the text. It is as if the gracious Saviour 
had said — " I will pray the Father, and He will 
give you another Comforter (Advocate, Coun- 
sellor, Monitor, or Guide) in place of me, that 
He may abide with you for ever ; for my stay 
among you is now to be short ; the hour when, 
by wicked hands, I shall be forcibly torn away 
from you, is now fast approaching ; but the 
Comforter, who will supply, and in the eco- 
nomy of Eedemption more than supply, the 
want of my personal presence, is the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world of the ungodly cannot 
seizCj as they can and will seize me ; for I have 
a material body, capable of being treated with 
that, and such like brutal indignity." And the 
Saviour gives the simple but conclusive reasons 
why the '* world cannot seize," or forcibly take 
away from His disciples, the Holy Spirit, their 
ever-present Comforter, <fec. ; " because it seeth 
him not, neither knoweth him." They could, 
and did, lay violent hands on the Kedeemer, 
for Him they both saw and knew : but to rob 
them, or any other believers, of the Holy Spirit, 
was then, and is now, utterly imjpoasihle ! Chris- 
tians have, in numberless instances, been sub- 
jected to horrible cruelties by the enemies of 
truth and liberty. But their spiritual "life is 
hid with Christ in G-od " (Col. iii. 3) ; and that 
life, created beings, whether low or lofty, cannot 
touch. Grasp and crush it they would if they 
could, but it is not within their reach. Their 
swords cannot cut it : their axes cannot sever it: 
their spears cannot pierce it : their halters can- 
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not bind it : their waters cannot quench it : 
their fires cannot bum it : their maddened and 
diabolic rage cannot wound, much less destroy 
it ! The bodj they can kill, but beyond this 
they cannot go. The spiritual life of believers 
is out of the reach of their infuriate malice. 
Neither human nor devilish rage can injure that. 
To efiect this object it would first be necessary 
to destroy the Almighty Saviour ; for in saying, 
" Because I live, ye shall live also " (ver. 19), He 
has distinctly staked the continued spiritual life of 
His people on His own perpetuated existence, 
"Well may we call this an ** exceeding great and 
precious promise," for it richly deserves to be 
thus designated. That this promise extends to, 
and includes, everlasting happiness in heaven, 
no one, we suppose, wlQ question. The truth 
obviously taught here is, that the continued life 
of Jesus, their Head, is a pledge and security 
that every member of His body, each oue of His 
followers, shall be preserved unto the end, and 
live " with Him, in glory " (Col. iii. 3) forever ! 
With joy, then, may the weakest saint say — 

" If my immortal Saviour lives, 
Then my immortal life is sure ; 
His word a firm foundation gives : 
Here let me build, and rest secure. 

** Here let my faith unshaken dwell ; 
Immoveable the promise stands ; 
Not all the powers of earth or hell, 
Caa e'er dissolve the sacred bands. 

" Here, my soul, thy trust repose, 
If Jesus is for ever mine; 
Not death itself, that last of foes, 
Shall break a union so divine." 
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" Father, I will that they alsO) whom thou hast given 
me, he with me where I am ; that they may hehold my 

glory," &c.— John xvii. 24. 

While these words may possibly mean more 
than a mere desire, or request, even the putting 
forth of a covenant claim on the part of the 
Bedeemer to the salvation of those whom the 
Father had ** given Him," they cannot be 
regarded in any lower light than as express- 
ing His most earnest desire — a desire ex- 
pressed without any qualifying clause whatever, 
and presented in the most solemn manner 
possible — as the breathing forth of His soul's 
ardent solicitation, ascending from the altar of 
His pure heart to His Father. Less than this 
the words cannot intend, while many excellent 
expositors of Scripture regard them as meaning 
much more, even that of covenant claim. But 
supposing that they only intimate desire, or 
earnest request, can we think it possible that 
that desire, or request, could be ungratified or 
refused ? Can any one furnish a single reason 
why it should not be fully realized ? And who 
that has any right views of the Redeemer w411 
believe that He would use the language that 
He here employs if He knew, at the same time, 
that numbers of those who had been " given " 
Him by the Father would finally apostatize 
from Him, and would not, consequently, be 
"with Him'* in heaven, nor ever "behold 
His glory " there ? Or, must we conclude 
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that the enemy of souls should be able, either 
by force or stratagem, to pluck many, or 
even any, of them out of His hands, and to re- 
joice in the fact that his desire, and not that 
which Jesus so earnestly expressed in this 
prayer, would be realized. This question — a 
most important one to every believer — is fully 
replied to in the statements and declarations 
made elsewhere by the Eedeemer, and to them 
we refer the truth-seeking reader. See chap, 
iii. 16, 36 ; V. 24 ; vi. 37, 39 ; x. 9, 27, 29 ; xvii. 2. 
It was then, as we see, the Saviour's earnest 
desire (interpreting His language in its lowest 
possible meaning), that all who were "given" 
Him by the Father should be in heaven, that 
they might see, and participate in. His " glory ;" 
and we have every reason to believe that this 
importunate desire was in harmony with the 
Divine purpose, and will meet with a complete 
and glorious fulfilment. Yes ; Jesus " shall see 
of the travail of His soul, and shall be satis- 
fied " with the results of His Mediatorial humi- 
liation and interposition, in all its aspects and 
applications. (Isa. liii. 11.) By it, among other 
things, will be realized, the salvation ot all who 
ever did, do now, or shall yet, believe on His 
name, constituting "a great multitude, which 
no man can number, of all nations, and kin- 
dreds, and people, and tongues. (Eev. vii. 9.) 
These, then, He here bore on His heart, and 
for them, as their " Great High Priest," He 
offered up this earnest, inwrought prayer to 
His Father — who always heard Him (John 
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xi. 42) — *' I WILL THAT THET ALSO, WHOM 
THOU HAST GIVEN ME BE WITH ME WHEKB I AM ; 
THAT THET MAT BEHOLD MT GLOBT," &C. This 

is enough. The covenant is " ordered in all 
things and sure." His " glory " they shall see. 
His favor and fellowship they shall for ever 
enjoy. For — 

" SlDce Christ and they are one, 
"What should remain to fear P 
As He in heaven has fixed His throne, 
He'll fix His members there" 

Christian reader, this is your consolation, this is 
your joy. Eest then in Jesus. Cleave to Him 
" with full purpose of heart." (Acts xi. 23.) 
Let it be the earnest desire of your soul to be 
His obedient disciple. They that are Christ's 
will " crucify the flesh, with its affections and 
lusts." They " delight in the law of G-od after 
the inward man." (Eom. vii. 22.) No better 
— indeed no other — evidence can we have, or 
give, that our " names are written in heaven," 
than that our hopes, our joys, our desires, our 
hearts, are there, and that we are sincerely 
desirous to be more and more like our Lord and 
Master ; to possess and exemplify " that mind 
that was in Him." (Eom. vi. 13 ; Philip, ii. 5 ; 
iv. 8 ; 2 Pet. i. 4, 10.) While we believe, as 
taught in the Bible, that " there is no condem- 
nation to them who are in Christ Jesus," we 
shudder at the thought of separating what tlie 
apostle has added — "who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit." (Eom. viii. 1 ) 
One is the evidence — and the ever-necessary 
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and mdispensable evidence — of the other. He 
who does not earnestly desire to live in com- 
plete obedience to the will of God, and to please 
Him in all things, may rest assured that, though 
he may have " a name to live " as a believer in 
Jesus, and be numbered, publicly, among His 
followers, he is yet "dead in trespasses and 
sins." Wherever justification exists as a root, 
sanctification will assuredly follow as its neces- 
sary fruit. The one gives a title to heaven, 
the other a meetness for its enjoyment ; and no 
man was ever saved, or can be, without being 
the subject of both. To wish the guilt of sin 
to be remitted, while its defilement is not hated, 
is the niark of one who is at enmity with God. 



" The gospel of Christ .... is the power of God nnto 
salvation to every one that belLeveth."~RoicANs i. i6. 

The bearing of these words on the matter now 
under discussion is direct and obvious. They 
assert, in the plainest and most conclusive terms, 
that every believer of the gospel shall be saved : 
and this is what we hold and teach. That by 
the word ** salvation" the apostle intended 
heaven, or everlasting happiness, there is neither 
room nor reason to doubt. Less than this it 
cannot possibly mean here. But if the belief of 
the gospel — or, which is the same thing, faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ — be not followed by 
eternal life in the case of every believer, it would 
not be proper — nay, more, it would be untrue — 
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to affinn that " the gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation to evebt one that helieveth,*^ If 
out of all who ever did, do now, or shall here- 
after, believe the gospel, only one were to be 
found among the finally lost, this declaration of 
the apostle would be falsified. " Numbers," say 
some, " have been true Christians, genuine dis- 
ciples of Jesus, who yet failed of salvation, for 
they went back into the world, renounced the 
Saviour, and lived and died in their sins." We 
believe it not ; nor did the apostle John, who, 
speaking on this very point, says — ** They went 
out from us, hut they were not oe m», for if they 
had been or us, they would have continued with 
us,** &e. (1 John ii. 19.) And were it other- 
wise, what would become of the declaration of 
Paul to which we are now referring ? Would 
it not be flatly contradicted ? Would not its 
truth be denied ? Doubtless it would ; for he, 
or the Divine Spirit by him, says — " The 
gospel is the power of &od unto salvation to 
every one that believeth," while the objector says, 
** It is not ; many believed the gospel who are 
now in perdition, and the same thing may, and 
will, very probably, occur again and again ; nor 
have we any guarantee that a single one of all 
who now believe on Jesus shall see His face 
with joy: they may all apostatize from Him, 
and perish everlastingly." Well, if it be so, 
Paul is certainly a very erroneous teacher ; or 
words have no meaning ; for if the above words 
mean anything they mean this — ^that all who 
believe the gospel shall be saved. And on this 

d2 
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simple, solid, and glorious truth we may rest 
with uiifaltering comfort. It is revealed for oup 
consolation, to nourish and strengthen faith, 
hope, and love. If it were the only passage in 
Holy Scripture that linked eternal life with the 
belief of the gospel, we should have the clearest 
warrant possible for holding and teaching that 
blessed doctrine ; but it is not ; there are many 
similar passages, all distinctly declaring or im- 
plying the same thing : let the following suffice — 
" That whosoever believeth on Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life ; *' *' He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life ; " 
" He that heareth my word, and believeth on 
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall 
not come into condemnation ; but is passed from 
death unto life ; " " He that believeth on me 
shall never thirst;" "He that liveth and be- 
lieveth on me shall never die ; " " Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved ; " 
** "Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be 
ashamed ; " believers are " kept by the power 
of God through faith unto salvation." (John iii. 
15, 16, 36 ; V. 24 ; vi. 40 ; xi. 26 ; Acts xvi. 31 ; 
1 Pet. i. 5.) No amount of adverse criticism 
can set aside the evidence that is furnished in 
these passages to the doctrine herein defended, 
viz., that the belief of the gospel, or faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, will, in every case, be fol- 
lowed by the salvation of the soul. They teach 
this lesson with all possible clearness, and leave 
no reason to doubt that to inculcate and affirm 
it was the design of the Eedeemer and His 
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apostles. "With "joy unspeakable and full of 
glory," then, may every believer in Jesus sing, 
while blessing and praising God for the dispo- 
sition to rest his eternal hopes upon it^— 

** The GOSPEL bears my spirits up ; 

A FAITHFUL and UNCHANGING Qod 

Lays the foundation for my hope 
In oaths, and promises, and blood." 

Now, ii^en, comes the question — ever proper, 
never out of place. What are we doing to prove 
our love to " Him that lived, and loved, and 
DIED for us ? " Are we " filled with the fruits, 
of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, 
unto the glory and praise of God ? *' (Philip, i. 
11.) Are we living the gospel ? Do we give 
evidence that we are cast into its heaven-formed 
mould ? Dear Christian reader, " suficr the word 
of exhortation," and remember that" Jesus Christ 
gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us 
irom all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works." (Tit. 
ii. 14.) 

But it is possible, dear reader, that you may 
not be a believer in the Lord Jesus ; that you 
may, even now, be " dead in trespasses and 
sins ! " And if so, yours is indeed an awfully 
guilty and dangerous condition. But, " behold, 
now is the accepted time ; behold, now is the day 
. of salvation." (2 Cor. vi. 2.) Flee, then, for 
pardon and life to that blessed " Lamb of Otod " 
who is " mighty to save " the guiltiest of the 
guilty " that come unto God by Him." (Heb. 
vii. 25.) Hear the Divine Word — " The gospel 
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is the power of God onto salyatioii to eyeiy one 
that belieyeth.'* All who rest their hopes and 
souls upon it shall be sayed. This is, indeed, 
good news ; ^ glad tidings of great joy/' that — 

** The Tilert wietdi that breathes the air 
Has nov no reason to despair. 
For 6od*s well pleased in His Son, 

ThB work that 1U8TIFIB8 IS DOHE." 



*' For S^ when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of ffis Son, mnch more, being recon- 
ciled, we shall be sayed by ffis UCb.*'— &ovami t. lo. 

Hebe are, indeed, consolatory words — words 
that eyery disciple of Jesus should study with 
heartfelt gratitude to '^ the Father of mercies." 
In the exercise of amazing grace — such as will 
furnish matter for the most earnest joy and 
tbr*ikfulness throughout eternity — sinners of 
our race baye, in large numbers, become '* recon- 
ciled to God." Their former enmity is gone, 
and " the peace of God, that passeth all under- 
standing '' (Philip, iy. 7) now fills and satisfies 
their hearts ! And this state of joyful recon- 
ciliation has been realized through the Sacrifice 
and Atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ. " He 
is our peace." (Eph. ii. 14.) He is " our life." 
(Col. iii. 4.) 

But the important question arises. Is there 
any provision made to secure the continuance of 
that state of reconciliation ? or, May it turn out, 
after all, that numbers of those who were so 
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" reconciled " shall become final apostates from 
Jesus, and be, consequently, lost for ever ? Here 
is the apostle's definite and decisive reply to this 
important question-^-" For if, when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death 
of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we 
shall be saved by His life." We shall be pre- 
served, or sustained, in that state of reconcilia- 
tion, into which we are so graciously brought, 
by His intercessory life before the throne of the 
Eternal Majesty. There is great force in the 
words "much more," which the apostle uses 
here, and uses obviously with the iutention of 
teaching that God will certainly preserve be- 
lievers, in and through Christ their Mediator, 
unto eternal salvation, for Jesus is alive, and 
His life, " in the presence of God for us " (Heb. 
iz. 24), is a pledge and guarantee that the spi- 
ritual life of His believing people shall be pre- 
served and perpetuated for ever. Thus, when 
He would comfort " His own which were in the 
world " with an assurance which could not fail 
to strengthen their hearts, and to pour conso- 
lation into their depressed spirits, he said — 
^Because I live, ye shall live also." (John 
ziv. 19.) And the apostle Paul, after asserting 
that the Bedeemer was "able to save to the 
uttermost" — that is, to the very last one of 
the human race — them " that come unto God by 
Him," proves His assertion by adding, " seeing 
He ever liveth to make intercession for them." 
(Heb. yii. 25.) As, then, believers have been 
brought into a state of joyful reconciliation with 



90 TJKCHANGIl^O LOVE. 

God by the death of Jesus, what room is there 
to doubt that the Divine mercy will be continued 
to them in virtue of His aU-sufficient interces- 
sory "life" before the throne of "the Majesty 
on high ? " Everything that appertains to the 
believer's comfort, growth in grace, and final 
deliverance &om the dominion and existence of 
sin, and his safe reception into heaven, depends 
on that mediatorial intercession, founded on His 
finished work, which Christ Jesus is now carry- 
ing on within the veil. He lives there as Medi- 
ator for them. (Rom. viii. 27.) He holds and 
exercises " all power in heaven and on earth'* 
for the security and welfare of His church. 
(Matt, xxviii. 18 ; Eph. i. 22.) Every believer 
on earth, then, may meditate, with joy and con- 
fidence, on the Exaltation^life of the Glorious 
Mediator, and triumphantly ask — 

" How can I die while Jesus lives P " 

Eor the Almighty Saviour has guaranteed that 
as surely as He lives and reigns, they shall be 
" with Him " where He is. " Because I live, ye 
shall live also," (John xiv. 19 ; Col. iii. 4.) Is 
not this enough'? What better Security for 
their everlasting happiness could He possibly 
give ? What life is that which the whole uni- 
verse, were it intensely rebellious and most 
firmly united, could not touch, much less de- 
stroy ? It is the life of Jesus. But upon the 
connnuance of that life is staked the continued 
spiritual life of all believers. And the blow, or 
series of blows, that is to destroy the life of the 
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weakest saint, must first destroy the life of that 
saint's Head, who is, in His higher nature, 
" Q^od blessed for ever " — " the true Q^od and 
eternal life " — " the King of kings, and the 
Lord of lords." (Rom. ix. 5 ; 1 John v. 20 ; 
Eev. xix. 16.) 

Our " Great High Priest,'* then, has entered 
into heaven with His own most precious blood 
and righteousness, and as He pleads their value 
and efficacv in behalf of His people, their con- 
tinuance in that state of reconciliation with 
God, into which they have been graciously 
brought, is as sure as the declaration and pro- 
mise of Jesus can make it. Every foe of their 
spiritual life He is able and willing to subdue, 
and will utterly vanquish. With a glad heart, 
then, may each believer sing — 

" He lives I He lives ! and sits above, 
For ever interceding there : 
Who shall divide us from His love P 
Or what should tempt us to despair P " 

" Por if, when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of His Son, 
much more, being , reconciled, we shall be 
SATED BY His liee.'* 
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" Horeover whom He did predestuiate, them He also 
called: and whom He called, them He also justified: and 
whom He justified, them He also glorified.'*— i^omanb 

vui. 80. 

The statements made in this verse are clear and 
decisive in relation to the important question, 
Are believers in Jesus safe? Is there a gua- 
rantee that they shall be for ever with the 
Lord? We have here three distinct declara- 
tions, viz. : — 

** Whom He did predestinate, them He also 
called : 
Whom He called, them He also justified : 
Whom He justified, them He also glorified." 

The first gives birth to the second, and the 
second to the third, and this is connected by the 
preceding links with what the apostle says in 
the opening of the former verse, his object evi- 
dently being to teach that " Whom He (God) 
did foreknow .... them he also glorified." 

When it is said, " Whom he did predestinate, 
them he also called," we must, of necessity, 
interpret the word " called " to mean much more 
than invited ; for he goes on to say, " Whom he 
called, them he also justified ;" and we know 
that this is only true of those who believe in 
Jesus — who are effectually called, or drawn 
(John vi. 44), by the combined operation of the 
Word and Spirit of God, into tne blessed fel- 
lowship of the gospel (1 Cor. i. 9) — and not of 
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all who hear the gospel preached, and listen to 
its gracious invitations ; for thousands of these 
remain in a state of condemnation, reject the 
heavenly message, and die in their sins (Matt, 
vii. 26 ; Mark iv. 15—19 ; 2 Cor. ii. 16 ; Heb. 
iv. 2.) That all those who believe in the Saviour 
are justified, is the uniform lesson which is taught 
in the Scriptures, see John iii. 16, 36 ; v. 24 ; 
Acts xiii. 39, 40 ; Eom. i. 16 ; iii. 22—28 ; v. 1, 
&c. 

But Paul not only affirms that " "Whom He 
(God) did predestinate, them He also called ; " 
he declares that all the "justified" shall be 
"glorified" — that is, as we must understand 
him to mean, be in heaven for ever. " Whom 
he justified, them " — the very same number and 
persons — "he also glorified." All, therefore, 
who are "called" — or, in other words, who 
believe in Jesus for pardon and life — shall be 
saved. This is what is obviously taught here, 
and we may ask, In what stronger or clearer 
language could the safety of believers be as- 
serted ? Who can conceive of terms that would 
set it forth more clearly or unambiguously than 
those which the inspired teacher uses in this 
place? Were only a single individual out of 
the whole number of those who have been, or 
shall be, "justified," to come short of heaven, or 
be found among the finally lost, the declaration 
would not be true that " Whom he justified, 
them he also glorified." Nothing, therefore, 
shall be able to prevent the final salvation of 
believers in Jesus. They are the "called" 
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accordmg to a Divine " purpose." (Bom. viii. 
28 ; Eph. i. 9 ; 2 Tim. i. 9.) They are « justi- 
fied " in Jesus Christ, whose righteousness is 
graciously imputed to them. (Eom. i. 16, 17 ; 
iii. 21, 26 ; iv. 4, 5, 6, 23, 24 ; 2 Cor. v. 21 ; 
Philip, iii. 8, 9) ; and as the blessings of Divine 
grace are never separated from each other, they 
shall certainly come into the possession of '^ eter- 
nal life." Calling, Pardon, Justification, and 
Sanctification, are middle links of the golden 
chain, at one end of which is — election to salva- 
tion, and at the other — glorification in the " land 
of pure delight." And, 

" The feeblest saint shall win the day, 
Though death and hell obstruct the way.'* 

Dear reader. Are you a believer in the Lord 
Jesus Christ ? Do you glory in His grace ? 
Do you rejoice in His name ? If so, lay yourself 
out to obey Him in all things; do whatever 
may be possible to win others, and many others, 
to His gracious and God-honoring service ; prove 
that you are His by walking "in newness of 
life," by a behaviour that agrees with the holy 
profession you make: and "when Christ, who 
IS our life, shall appear, then shall you also 
appear with Him is gloet," (Col. iii. 4.) 
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" For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things pre- 
sent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creatnre, shall be able to separate ns from the 
love of Ck>d, which is in Christ Jesns onr Lord.''— - 

Romans viii. 38, 39. 

The reader will do well to remember how the 
apostle opens this chapter. These are his glowing 
and instructive words — " There is, therefore, now 
no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit." So speaks the inspired teacher, when 
referring to those who have believed the gospel. 
Being " in Christ Jesus " they are safe ; He is 
their hiding-place ; they are no longer under the 
merited and fearful " condemnation " of God's 
righteous law ; for " He hath made Jesus, who 
knew no sin, to be sin," or, a sin-offering, "for 
us, that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him." (2 Cor. v. 21.) " Christ hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the law," the 
curse due to sin, by " being made a curse for us." 
(Gal. iii. 10 — 13.) And the visible evidence 
that we are believers, and, therefore, in this 
condition of acceptance and security, is, that we 
earnestly desire to live in obedience to His com- 
mands ; that we seek to please Him in all things ; 
that we "walk not after the flesh," or corrupt 

Eropensities and desires of fallen and unrenewed 
uman nature, "but after the Spirit;" for as 
many as are "in Christ Jesus are new crea- 
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tures" (2 Cor. v. 17) ; " the tree is known by its 

fruits." (Matt. vii. 17—20.) And now, at the 

end of the chapter, the sacred writer sounds 

notes of the most triumphant character, relative 

to the covenanted and ultimate blessedness of 

believers, declaring that no enemies of their 

spiritual life — no foes of Q^od and holiness — 

shall be able to break the link that unites them 

to their Heavenly's Father's " love," conveyed 

and preserved to them in and through their 

gracious Head and Saviour, *^ Christ Jesus their 

Lord." 

** His seed for ever shall possess 
A throne above the skies ; 
And every subject of His grace 
Shall to His glory rise." 

Of all this Paul was fully " persuaded." And 
we know what was the source of his knowledge 
of Divine things ; he " neither received it of 
man, neither was he taught it, but by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ." (Gal. i. 12.) And 
being one of the truths which he had thus 
received, and with which he was put in trust, he 
taught it continually to believers, for their 
** furtherance and joy of faith ; " to cheer them 
in their spiritual conflict (Eph. vi. 12), and to 
assure them of ultimate and God-honoring vic- 
tory, a Divinely-conferred victory, through " our 
Lord Jesus Christ." (1 Cor. xv. 57.) 

The terms which the apostle uses in this place 
are so presented, so accumulated, that no doubt 
can be entertained as to what he means. We 
cannot imagine how he could have written thus 
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except with the distinct intention of teaching — 
and that, of course, in pursuance of a Divine 
commission — ^that all who believe in the Saviour 
shall inherit the kingdom of heaven. Here are 
some sixteen terms, heaped one upon another, 
and united with the expression, " I am per- 
suaded ** — just as he says in another place, and 
when teaching the same truth, " Being confident 
of this very thing " — (Philip, i. 6) — and for what 
purpose ? with what object in view ? "Why to 
teach, with the utmost plainness and force, that 
no one of these things or beings separately, nor 
even all of them in combination, can so operate 
as to tear believers out of their heavenly Father's 
hands, or cause His love towards them to be a 
changeable affection. Nor was he satisfied with 
the force, great as it is, which all these terms 
convey, but he intensifies it by adding, " son 

ATJTT OTHEE CEEATTJEE ! " Is not this eUOUgh ? 

What greater assurance of their safety can we 
have ? We deliberately assert that language 
has no power to state the matter more plainly, 
or to assert it more conclusively. 

On the principle which is opposed to this 
teaching the Redeemer will not be able to say 
to all the finally lost, " I never knew you as my 
people ; I never approved of you as my genuine 
disciples; for you were not such." ]?o; for 
many of them — ^perhaps tens, or even hundreds 
of thousands — were once His sincere followers, 
regenerated by the Holy Spirit, pardoned and 
"justified by faith in the Saviour; but now He 

d3 
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has been foiled in His design to save them, and 
Satan has succeeded — notwithstanding Christ's 
declaration to the contrary (John x. 27 — 29) — • 
in separating them from His loye, and plucking 
them out of His and the Father's hands ! But 
will this ever be realized ? Ce^ it be ? On the 
view which we oppose it will ; but on the scrip- 
tural principle, that which is so beautifully set 
forth in the verses at the head of these remarks, 
it will not ; unless Jehovah's power can be para- 
lyzed by a creature, or the oath and promise of 
His mouth become null and void. But as this 
can never be, we may rest fuUy assured that — 

''The work which His goodness began, 
The arm of His strength will complete ; 
His promise is yea and amen, 
And never was forfeited yet. 

" Things future, nor things that are now, 
Not all things below nor above, 
Can make Him His purpose forego, 
Nor sever our souls from His love.'* 



"For the gifts axid oallings of Ood are without re- 
pentance."— Romans xL 29. 

If so, the salvation of all who receive " the gift 
of the Holy Spirit " in regeneration, and are 
called," effectually, into the fellowship of the 
gospel (1 Cor. i. 9), is sure and certain. 

This declaration respecting the Divine Being 
proves that, having given His people repent- 
ance, faith, pardon, and other blessings of grace. 
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He will never take them away again, nor repent 
of having bestowed them, we see not how it 
would be possible to state, in plainer or more 
complete terms, the unchangeablbness of the 
Divine regards towards those who become " the 
children of Q^od by faith in Christ Jesus." The 
fact that He bestows the " gifts " of His grace 
on those who believe on His Son, proves, of 
course, that He previously purposed to do so : 
and that He will not repent of having thus 
blessed them, is the consolatory lesson which is 
obviously taught in this text. " The Lord of 
hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have 
thought, BO shall it come to pass ; and as I have 
purposed, so shall it stand." (Isa. ziv. 24.) 

" Not all that hell or sin can say, 
Shall turn His heart, His love away." 

The " Father of mercies " does not draw sin- 
ners to Himself by the power and grace of His 
Spirit, give them " new hearts," pardon, justify, 
and sanctify them, and then cast them on their 
own resources ; on the contrary, He keeps 
them, watches over them, guides them, and 
eventually brings them to heaven. " Then they 
thafc feared the Lord spake often one to ano- 
ther : and the Lord hearkened, and heard, and 
a book of remembrance was written before 
Him for them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon His name. And they shall be 
mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that dav when 
I make up mv jewels ; and I will spare tnem, as 
a man spareth His own son that serveth him." 
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(Mai. iii. 16, 17.) " He bath said, I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee.'* (Heb. xiii. 5.) 
"Were He to leave any of His people to perish 
there v^ould be no truth in the declaration, 
" The gifts and callings of G-od are without 
repentance," or change of mind, on His part. 
Before taking His Holy Spirit from them, He 
must repent of having given them that Spirit ; 
He must purpose to do that which will be 
opposed to, and overturn, a purpose which He 
had previously formed, and acted on! But 
this is impossible. Men may, and do, act in 
this way, for they are changeable, and, there- 
fore, imperfect beings ; but " The strength of 
Israel will not lie nor repent" (1 Sam. xv. 29), 
for " with Him is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning." (James i. 17.) It would 
be just as proper to conceive of a new Q^od, as 
of a new thought or purpose coming into the 
mind of, or being formed by, the Infinite 
Jehotah. We repeat it, ere He can take His 
Holy Spirit from His people. He must repent 
of having made them His own by adoption and 
grace. And in that case we may well ask — 
Why, then, did He renew their hearts ? Why 
did He draw them to Himself, and constitute 
them His spiritual children? Why did He 
pardon and sanctify their souls ? Why did He 
unite them to Jesus, and fill their hearts with 
peace and joy in believing the gospel ? What 
was His object in all this ? for we are told that 
their certain and ultimate salvation did not 
enter into His purpose, and was not contem- 
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plated, or designed, by Him. And why, then, 
are any saved ? Who saves them ? Why do 
not all believers fall away and perish ? Do the 
finally saved keep themselves ? Must we con- 
clude that salvation is not of the Lord, and thus 
tread down His word, whi(5h declares that it is, 
under our feet ? 

Christians should remember, however, that 
while the declaration of the text now under 
notice guarantees the certainty of the con- 
tinuance of the Divine favor and Spirit, it is 
not intended to foster spiritual sloth, or encou- 
rage folding of arms, or unwatchfulness, on the 
part of God's people, but is made because it is 
true ; because unchangeableness is an essential 
attribute or perfection of GK)d ; because He 
wishes His people to be comforted and sus- 
tained by the precious assurance that He will 
not forsake them, nor repent of having recon- 
ciled them to Himself by Christ Jesus ; because 
He would have us to know that His purposes 
can never cross each other, and that He ever 
works all things after the counsel of His own 
will. " He is not a man, that He should lie, 
neither the son of man that He should repent : 
hath He said, and shall He not do it P or hath 
He spoken, and shall He not make it good ? " 
(Num. xxiii. 19.) "I chaitge not," is His 
own declaration, while this fact is assigned as 
the reason why His people do not fall under the 
blow of His wrath : — " Thebefobe ye sons of 
Jacob are not consumed." (Mai. iii. 6.) 

Dear reader, are you reconciled to God in the 
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gospel of His grace and love ? Have you 
yielded your heart to His will and service ? 
which is the most reasonable, as well as the 
moat important, of all duties. If not, remember 
that He will be just as true to His threatenings 
as to His promises. " He that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life ; but the wrath of 
God abideth on him." (John iii. 36.) Oh ! 
make no tarrying, but " repent and believe the 
gospel." (Mark i. 15.) Ely to Jesus — God 
in our nature (Matt. i. 23) — for pardon, peace, 
and eternal life. So flying you shall be safe : 
in Christ here, and with Him for ever and ever. 
And if you are a child of Gtod by faith in the 
Bedeemer, " be ready " — as ready as a bird is 
to fly — "to every good work." (Tit. iii. 2.) 
Labor to extend the gospel— to bring sinners 
to Him who is, and whom you believe to be, 
the only Saviour. Watch, pray, and live, so as 
to bring forth " the fruits of righteousness, 
which are by Jesus Christ unto the glory and 
praise of God. (Philip, i. 11.) To this He 
calls you, and for this you were converted. 
(1 Pet. ii. 1, 9, 11, 21.) 

" Haste thee on from grace to glory, 

Armed by faith and winged by prayer : 
Heaven's eternal days before thee . 
God's own hand shall guide thee there." 



UNCHANGING LOTE. 103 



2 COBINTHIANS i. 21, 22. 

These words are very important in connexion 
with the doctrines of the saint's final preserva- 
tion and perseverance. The remarks that follow 
on Eph. i. 13, 14 — a passage of similar import — 
will illustrate the lessons taught in this place. 



"Ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, 
which is the earnest of onr inheritanoe, until the re- 
demption of the purchased possession. Grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed nnto the day 
of redemption."— s^pHEsi AN 8 i. is, 14 ; iv. 30. 

These portions of Scripture were evidently- 
penned by one who believed that those who are 
renewed by, and under the guidance of, the 
Divine Spirit, will be everlastingly saved. 
Taking this for granted, the language which 
he uses here is very appropriate, but if this be 
denied — as it is by many — we see not, nor do 
we believe any one else can see, what sense or 
meaning there is in the terms here employed, 
or how they are to be understood. The apostle 
evidently teaches that the Holy Spirit . is given 
to believers as an " earnest " of that " incor- 
ruptible and undefiled inheritance which is 
reserved in heaven for them," and for which, as 
they are utterly unable to keep themselves, 
tjiey are " kept by the power of Gon through 
faith unto," or, terminating in, " salvation." 
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(1 Prt. i. 4, 6.) What else could the Christians 
in Ephesus think he meant to teach them, when 
he penned the above language, but that, as a 
portion of the price of an article is given as a 
pledge that the bargain is made, and that the 
remainder of the specified sum will be paid in 
due time, so the gift and sealing of the Holy 
Spirit is — 



" The earnest of our Father's love, 
The pledge of joys to come P 



I tf 



Tbe unstrained meaning of these^words — that 
which a stranger to all controversy on the mat- 
ter would say they teach — is, that the gift of 
the Holy Spirit in regeneration will be followed, 
eventually, by the bestowment and possession 
of eternal happiness. They have received the 
" earnest," tne pledge which guarantees the 
fulfilment of their heavenly Father's covenant 
engagement to save them. And He cannot 
lie ; nor change His mind ; nor lose the power 
or inclination to perform that which He 
graciously promised to accomplish. 

"We regard such passages of Scripture as 
these as very important in relation to the sub- 
ject in hand ; for while they do not affirm, in 
so many words, that all who are regenerated 
shall be saved, they teach it by implication ; 
they were evidently written by one who believed 
this doctrine: for, what would these words 
mean in the mouth of any man who rejects it ? 
who believes that the Holy Spirit is not '* the 
earnest of our. inheritance until the redemption 
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of the purchased poasession,'* but that any, or 
even all, of those who are renewed in heart and 
life, and are led bj the spirit of grace, may 
perish everlastingly. 

Dear reader, are you a believer on the Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ ? Are you one of 
those who have cast themselves on the bound- 
less mercy of Q-od in Christ ? If so, rejoice 
that you have " the Holy Spirit of promise,*' 
that you are renewed and guided by that 
Gracious Monitor, and that He dwelleth in 
you as the " earnest " of your eternal blessed- 
ness. He who imparted to you renewing and 
sanctifying " grace," will not fail to carry on 
His holy work in your soul until you enter into 
the enjoyment of His unclouded and perfect 
"glory.** (Psa.lxxxiv.il.) Brethren in Christ, 
" grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby 
ye are sealed unto the day of redemption." 
Shun, most conscientiously, every course of 
conduct which is opposed to the Divine Word 
and Character. While rejoicing greatly in the 
fact that He " seals you heirs of heaven,*' let 
it be your constant and earnest desire to live 
and walk in the Spirit, that thus you may give 
evidence of being " alive unto God," and " show 
forth the praises of Him who hath called you 
out of darkness into His marvellous light." 
(1 Pet. ii. 9.) Then may you joyfully sing — 

" Yes, I to the end shall endure, 
As sure as the earnest is given ; 
More happy, but not more secure, 
The glorified spirits in heaven." 



A 
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"Being confident of this very thing, that He who 
hath begun a good work in you will perform it until 
the day of Jesns Christ"— Phi lippiahs i. 6. 

This is one of the most interesting and eon- 
sol atory passages in the inspired volume. It is 
well calculated to chase away dark and despond- 
ing tears from the minds of believers, especially 
such as have distressing thoughts relative to 
their ultimate safety, as it conveys the fullest as- 
surance that their heavenly Father's love is un- 
changeable and IBBEYEBSIBLE. A Calm exa- 
mination of this text must result, we think, in 
convincing any man that Paul believed in the 
doctrine of the saint's final preservation. There 
is no room for any objecting criticism here, for 
the statement of the apostle's confidence is 
as clear, and as much to the point, as words 
can possibly make it. He is assured of their 
ultimate safety and glorification, because infi- 
nite POWEB is put forth to realize it. Eejoice, 
believer, for Jehovah is thy "Shepherd" and 
" Keeper " (Psa xxiii. 1 ; cxxi. 5) : " the Eternal 
God is thy Eefuge, and underneath thee are 
the Everlasting Arms." (Deut. xxxiii. 27.) 
With lively joy may you sing — 

*' Thou, Lord, wilt carry on, 

And perfectly perform, 
The work Thou hast begun 

In me, a sinful worm : 
*Midst all my fears, and sin, and woe, 
Thy Spirit will not let me go." 

We are taught in the above words, that tlie 
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work of religion in the soul is not a mere im- 
pulse ; or an empty profession of godliness ; op 
attention to a given round of ceremonies — whe- 
ther of human or Divine prescription ; — ^it is in 
the soul : it is an entire change of heart, which 
results in turning the subject of it ** from dark- 
ness to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God." (Acts xxvi. 18) It is spiritual life in 
a soul that was previously " sensual, having not 
the spirit " (Jude 19), dead to God, " dead in 
trespasses and sins." (Eph. ii. 1.) There is 
now "a new creation'* — (2 Cor. v. 17) — a 
creation of holy and God-honoring principles — 
in that soul ; and he who was formerly " Satan*8 
blind slave,'* is now breathing the blessed 
atmosphere of ** that new world which grace 
has made." O happy change! O glorious 
transformation ! Not without reason does the 
apostle ci^l this "a good work," for it is the 
work of the Good Spieit, who can alone 
cleanse the heart, and renew it into the moral 
image of God. Now the lawful captive is deli- 
vered. Now the Great Salvation is seen with 
eyes that have been anointed with heavenly 
eye-salve. Now the enmity of that hitherto 
unregenerate soul is subdued. Now the man 
who previously saw no comeliness in Jesus is 
made willing to say, " I count all things but 
loss for the excellent knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord.*' (Philip, iii. 8.) " He is all my 
salvation and all my desire.** 

** Other refuge have I none, 
Hangs my helpless soul on Him." 
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And valuable, beyond all price, is the assurance 
that this " good work *' will be completed by 
that Divine Being who commenced it. No 
other power could have begun it, and Almighty 
energy can alone carry it forward to comple- 
tion. The unfriendliness of the soil in which 
this plant of paradise is put to grow : the num- 
berless oppositions with which these heavenly 
principles are assailed by corrupt human nature : 
the adverse winds and frosts of this unholy 
world, which are ever tending to destroy all 
spiritual life in the believer's soul : the cease- 
less and powerful hostility of Satan and his 
demon-confederates against its progress : all go 
to prove that no created arm, no power below 
God's, can possibly " perform it until the day 
of Jesus Christ." That He who has commenced 
that '' good work " is able to complete it, no 
one will deny : that He will, this verse empha- 
tically teaches. The apostle Paul was ** con- 
fident of THIS YSKY THisro;" and so are 
we. This, then, shall be our song while we " go 
forward " in the pilgrim's path— 

" By sovereign favor, true and free, 
Our union with the Lord shall be 
' Unbroken, *till His face we see 
In Heaven, our Home." 
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** Your li& is hid with Christ in Ck>d. When Christ, 
who ifl our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with ffim in glory," — Colossianb tti. B, 4. 

So spake the messenger of Jl^aven to the pri- 
mitive believers in Colosse', and so he speaks 
still to all who have obtained like precious faith 
with them, wherever found ; ** " for whatsoever 
things were written aforetime [by Divinely- 
inspired men], were written for our learning, 
that we, through patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures, might have hope." (Eom. xv. 4.) 

In using this language, the apostle evidently 
intended to comfort and encourage the disciples 
of the Lord Jesus. Nothing is, nothing can be, 
Bo dear to them as their spiritual ''life," that 
which was graciously bestowed upon them in 
their regeneration : and no question can pos- 
sibly be more interesting to them than that 
which refers to the perpetuity, and abiding 
character, of that " life." But who is to keep 
it from perishing out of their souls p In whose 
care and guardianship is it deposited ? Who 
will guarantee that the united opposition of 
"the world, the flesh, and the devil" — that 
threefold combination of unholy agencies — 
shall not succeed in robbing them of this 
" life,!' and in so doing leave them destitute of 
every joy, both here and for ever ? Are they 
merely put in possession of that which they 
cannot keep, and thus left, without any reid 
comfort as to its perpetuity? or have they 
Bolid, and therefore consolatory, reasons for 

JS 
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believing that the spiritual "life" they now 
enjoy may be truly and properly called " ever- 
lasting "—that it will never perish, never be 
lost out of their souls ? These questions, so 
deeply interesting to every Christian, are all 
answered, and in the most satisfactory manner 
possible, in the words here used by the apostle : — 
" Tour life is hid with Christ in Ghod." Where, 
we ask, could it be safer ? In whose care, or 
in what keeping, could it be more secure ? 
Who, now, can touch it P By what power can 
it be possibly taken from themp As it is 
" hid with Christ," the Head and Eepresentative 
of all His believing people, and given into His 
keeping. He will assuredly preserve it, and 
suffer no foe of G^od or believers to snatch it 
from His grafip, or destroy it. 

" Belieying soul ; thy safety stands 
Unshaken as His throne : 
His people's everlasting life 
Is founded on His own/* 

His word of promise is, " Because I live, ye 
shall live also." (John liv. 19.) Words can- 
not go beyond this, nor can any stronger 
assurance or promise be given in relation to 
their security. Jesus is " the life " (John xi. 25 ; 
xiv. 6) ; its original and only Fountain (John i. 
1, 4 ; Col. i. 16) ; and in comforting His 
believing ones He tells them that His con- 
tinued existence will be the guarantee and 
pledge of their continued and perpetuated 
spiritual life. When, therefore, the inspired 
servant of Jeaus says, " Tour life is hid with 
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Christ in God/' he teaches the very same lesson 
that the Lord and Master taught, " in the days 
of His flesh," again and again. (See and read 
John iii. 15, 16, 36 ; iv. 14 ; v. 24 ; vi. 35, 37, 
39, 40, 51 ; X. 9, 28, 29 ; xi. 25, 26 ; xiv. 19 ; 
xvii. 2, 24.) Here, too, it is is said, **in Q-od." 
Does not this raean, in the purposes of His 
everlasting love; in the covenant of His re- 
deeming and special grace ; in the infinite 
sufficiency of His guardianship and nature? 
In what other or lower sense can we, or should 
we, understand it ? Assuredly, then, we are 
warranted in concluding that the spiritual 
" life '* of renewed minds is as safe as the Most 
High can make it. Being " hid with Christ in 
God," bound up, as it were, with His very 
existence, it is in a depository where the com- 
bined efforts and hatred of earth and hell 
cannot touch it. With the excellent Chamock 
we say, " As soon might satan pull God out of 
heaven, undermine the security of Christ, and 
tear Him from the bosom of His Father, as be 
able to deprive the believer of his spiritual life, 
or destroy that principle of grace which God 
has implanted in his soul." And because the 
apostle believed this, he goes on to say, " When 
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall 
ye " — ^aU who believe in His name — " appear 
with Him in globt." To be " in Christ " will 
ever be followed by being " with *' Him. The 
Head and members shall never be separated. 
Theirs is an imperishable, an everlasting union. 
Very beautifully, too, is the practical here 
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connected with the doctrinal, — the preceptive 
with the consoling. So ia it throughout the 
entire Word of God, for Divine truth is emi- 
nently practical, its grand design is to glorify 
the Most High in promoting the salvation of 
men. Thus, after making these consolatory 
BtatementB which are found in the third and 
fourth verse, the sacred writer says, " Mortify 
therefore your members which are upon the 
earth," Ac. Having, in our measure, that mind 
that was in Christ Jesus, is not only the best, 
but the only proof that we are His. (Eom. 
viii. 9.) 

Qto on then. Christian pilgrim, in your 
journey heavenwards; lean on the Uncreated 
Arm ; seek, in all things, to please God ; and 
doubt not that all will be well at last, for — 

"Though many foes beset your road. 

And feeble is your arm, 
* Your life is hid with Christ, in God,' 
Beyond the reach of harm." 



''We are baund to give tlxanks alway to Ood for 
yon, brethren iMloved of the Lord, because Ood hath 
from the beginning chosen yon to salvation, ttarougb 
sanetlfleatlon of the Spirit and belief of the truth : 
whereunto he caUed you by our gospel, to the obtain- 
ing of the glory of our Lord Jesus Chxlsf -^ Thmbalo- 

XIAK8, ii. 13, H. 

This is a very important portion of Scripture 
in relation to the question — What is the end of 
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election ? in what does it terminate P What 
does it secure ? Is it that the subjects of God's 
sovereign compassion are chosen to enjoj the 
means of grace, and no more — as is the opinion 
of many — or is it that they are chosen to expe- 
rience, in its full measure, everlasting life — the 
favor and fellowship of Q-od here and for ever ? 
This question is settled definitely by the apostle's 
statement : he declares that the choice is " to sal- 
vation ; " or, in other words, which he also 
uses, **to the obtaining of the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 

This comprehensive term, "salvation" — ^in- 
cludes regeneration, pardon, justification, adop- 
tion, sanctification, and final preservation, even 
to eternal happiness in heaven. Nothing less 
than this is, or can be, intended. The ordina- 
tion is to "everlasting life." Irresistibly, then, 
does it follow, that all who believe in Jesus, — aU 
who are vitally united to Him as their Living 
Head, — shall be " kept by the spower of God 
through faith unto saltation." (1 Pet. i. 5.^ 
The apostle distinctly affirms that to this eno, 
and to obtain this blessing, they were " chosen." 
But how could this be realized — ^in what sense 
could it be said that they were " chosen to salvct- 
tion " — if any one or more of them became a final 
apostate from Jesus, fell out of the Divine 
favor, and was ultimately numbered with the 
lost ? The tiling is, of course, impossible. If 
not saved, fully and for ever, there would be no 
truth in saying they were " chosen to salvation,^' 
But this the inspired writer does say, and on 



114 ITKCHAKOIKO LOTE. 

his words, bonestly and simply explained, we 
build the divinely-taught and most comfortable 
conclusion, that every believer in the Lord 
Jesus Christ " hath everlasting life, and shall 
not come into condemnation, but is passed firom 
death unto life." (John v. 24.) 

We note also, that the language here em- 
ployed proves that " heaven is a prepared place 
for a prepared people." 

** Those holy gates for ever bar 
Pollution, sin, and shame : 
None shall obtain admittance there 
3\it followers of the Lamb." 

Por, while the Divine choice points to, and ter- 
minates in, HEATBN, it is to be realized '^ through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth." There must be renewal of heart: — 
** Except a man be bom again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God." (John iii. 3.) " If any 
man be in Christ, he is a new creature : old 
things" — ^the things of an unregenerate and 
impenitent life — " are passed away ; behold, all 
things are become new." (2 Cor. v. 17.) 
There must be faith in Jesus : the soul must 
repose in Him as the only Saviour of men : — 
" He that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life ; but the wrath of G-od abideth on him." 
(John iii. 36.) The choice is to repentance, 
faith, and holiness — as essential parts of sal- 
vation — as well as to final and endless blessed- 
ness. He who mercifully called them by His 
grace, will carry on His " good work " within 
them (PhU. i. 6), and enable them to overcome 
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every obstacle that may beset their path, whe- 
ther coming from the world, the flesh, or the 
devil, until they shall walk on the golden pave- 
ment of the ** city that hath foundations," the 
pilgrim's Home in the heavens. They shall, to 
use the apostle's language, " obtain the glory of 
our Lord Jesus Christ,'* for, they were " chosen 

to SALVATION." 

Dear reader, Is your heart and hope in 
heaven 1 Are your desires there f If not, this 
is conclusive evidence that you are still in 
an impenitent and unbelieving condition of 
character, " dead in trespasses and sins," dead 
to God, to His salvation, and to your own best 
interests ! O ! think of this &ct. Ponder it, 
at once, and most earnestly. Repent, and 
believe the gospel. Fly to that Compassionate 
Saviour who is " able to save to the uttermost 
all that come unto God by Him." (Heb. vii. 25.) 
But if your heart and hope and desires are in 
heaven, this is the best evidence possible that 
you are tn Christ ; and being "in" Him will 
certainly be followed by being with Him in His 
eternal kingdom. 

•* O fearful ! O faithless ! in mercy He cries, 
My promise, My truth ; are they light in thine eyes P 
Still, still I am with thee, — My promise shall stand ; 

; Through tossing and tempest I'll bring thee to land." 
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"WliereliL Ood, wUllng more abundantly to diow 
nnto the heirs of promlBe the ImmutahUlty of BIb 
connaely confirmed It hy an oath : that by two Immu- 
tattle thingB, In which it was impoealttle for God io lie, 
we might hEYe a -strong consolation,*' ftc— Hebkewi ▼!. 

17, 18. 

The apostle liere teaches us that G-od, in mer- 
ciful condescension to our weakness, was willing 
to show, in the most abundant manner, " the 
immutability of His counsel," and His design 
of bestowing upon His believing people, " the 
heirs of promise," the rich blessings of His 
grace, not only pledged His word to that 
extent, but also " confirmed it by an oath ! '* 
Thus there are " two immutable things " which 
guarantee the final salvation of all who '' fly 
for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before 
them " m the gospel. 

" The oath and promise of the Lord 
Join to confirm the wondrous grace." 

In no feature of character is G-od more 
strongly presented to us in the Bible — ^that 
brightest mirror of His perfections — than in 
His UNOHAKGEABLEKESS. '^ I am Jchovah, I 
change not," is the assertion which He makes 
of Himself. (Mai. iii. 6.) Could His purposes 
change, or His plans be frustrated, or altered, 
it would imply that He was not *' of one 
mind ; " that His purposes were not fixed, or, 
if fixed, might be overthrown ; that He does 
not " work all things after the counsels of Hia 
own will ; " that He was influenced by circum- 



UNCHANGING LOVE. 117 

stances, the operation of which ohlif^ed Him to 
alter His plans ; all of which must be set down 
as things that cannot exist in the administration 
of the Infinitely Wise and Powerful God. To 
the Christian, then, ^' the immutability of His 
counsel, confirmed by His oath," is the sheet- 
anchor of hope, joy, and confidence. 

" He by Himself hath sworn, 
We on His oath depend, 
We shall on eagle's wings upborne. 
To heaven ascend : 

'* We shall behold His face, 
We shall His name adore. 
And sing the wonders of His grace 
For evermore ! ** 

Because, then, it is "impossible for God to 
lie," we can lean on, and trust in, Him, and be 
assured that, while mourning over our own 
daily changeableness, and ever-fluctuating ex- 
perience, the ** counsel " of our heavenly Father 
18 "Immutable," for He is " Jehovah of hosts." 
To the tempest-tossed and bufletted believer 
this is, indeed, " strong consolation,'' for right 
views of the Divine character will ever nurture 
faith, penitence, hope, joy, confidence, and all 
kindred graces. Were the Most High a 
changeable being we could have no well- 
grounded hope of eternal life, whereas every 
believer in Jesus may now exultingly sing — 

" Lord Gk)d of Hosts, Thy wondrous ways 
Are sung by saints above ; 
And saints on earth their honours raise 
To thine unchanoinq love." 
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" For I will be merciful to their unrlgbteonsneBs, and 
their 81218 and their Iniquities will I remember no 

more." — Hebrews viii. 12. 

These consolatory declarations, which found a 
place among DiYine communications to men 
centuries before Paul wrote to his Hebrew 
brethren (see Jer. ixxi. 31 — 34), furnish clear 
and decisive proof that the forgiveness which 
Gt)d gracious!^ exercises towards the penitent 
and believing is an irreversible and uncnanging 
forgiveness. And when the Lord of hosts thus 
purposes, who shall disannul His determination 
(Isa. xiv. 27) ? who will say that it shall be 
otherwise ? 

The language used here is not only very 
strong, but would seem to be the strongest and 
most concltisive that it was possible to employ, 
with the view of teaching men that Divine for- 
giveness is for ever. On the supposition that 
it was G-od's design to set forth the irreversible 
nature of His pardoning mercy, we know of no 
terms He could use for such a purpose that are 
not to be found so used in the Sacred Scrip- 
tures. For example : — ^the sins of penitents are 
said to be "covered" (Psa. xxxii. 1); ** blotted 
out " (Psa. li. 1 ; Isa. xliii. 25 ; xliv. 22 ; Acts 
iii. 19) ; to be " removed '* from them " as far 
as the east is from the west " (Psa. ciii. 12) ; 
to be " taken away " (Isa.. vi. 7) ; to be ** cast 
behind God's back " (Isa. xxxviii. 17) ; to be 
" cast into the depths of the sea " (Mic. vii. 19) ; 
to " pass from them " (Zech. iii. 4) ; to bo 
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*| forgiven " (2 Eph. iv. ; 2 Col. ii. 13) : be- 
lie vers are said to be "washed" from tbeir 
sins (1 Cor. vi. 11 ; Eev. i. 5) ; and to crown 
the whole, the Divine Being — ^He who has an 
undoubted right to punish, and who can alone 
pardon — here declares, "their sins and their 
iniquifcies will I remember no more ! " What, 
in addition to this, could He possibly say ? In 
what terms could He put the matter more 
strongly, so as to give an assurance to His 
people of the perpetuity of His mercy ? Would 
God make use of these expressions if His for- 
giveness to-day might be followed by His con- 
demnation to-morrow, or at any future time P 
We do not think this possible. But, as if all 
these terms were not strong enough to repre- 
sent the Divine thought on this matter — ^to 
guarantee to believers the gracious permanency 
of their Father's pardoning love — He here says, 

"ThEEB BTSB AITD THEIB IiriQUITIES WILL I 

BEiCEMBEB KG KOBE ! " This docs uot mean, 
of course, that God will ever forget anything 
that has occurred in the history of any one of 
His creatures, or remember the sins committed 
to-day with less vividness ten thousand years to 
come than He does now : but we may safely 
regard it as meaning that He will act towards 
His believing people, the subjects of His par- 
doning mercy, as if He had forgotten all their 
sins ; He will not bring up their transgressions 
before them, nor accuse them of having vio- 
lated His holy law ; but, looking on them hence- 
forth and for ever *'in Christ," they shall be 



120 UNCHANGING LOTB. 

treated as if they had never offended Him. 
gracious declaration! O most consolatory 
truth. This is the forgiveness that the Divine 
Majesty exercises; fuU, free, and irreversible! 

" Engraved as in eternal brass 
The mighty promise shines ; 
Nor can the powers of darkness rase 
Those everlasting lines.'* 

Will those brethren who teach that it is pos- 
sible for true Christians to become £nal apos- 
tates, and to bear, in their eternal experience, 
the full consequences of their sins and trans- 
gressions, tell us how we are to explain the 
declaration to which we are now referring ? 
That sins and iniquities are remembered, and 
punished, in the case of the finally lost, needs 
no proof; and, therefore, we ask. Upon what 
principle can the " Q-od who cannot lie " say, 
'' Their sins and their iniquities will I remember 
no more," if He does remember them — that is, 
BO as to punish those who committed them with 
everlasting exclusion from His favor, presence, 
and glory, in the perdition of ungodly men ? 
The non-remembrance, on God's part, of sins 
and iniquities, must end in the salvation of 
those to whom the gracious promise is given, or 
to whom the consolatory declaration applies ; 
for '^ G-od is not a man, that He should lie ; 
neither the son of man that He should repent : 
hath He said, and shall He not do it ? or hath 
He spoken, and shall He not make it good ** 
(Num. xxiii. 19) ? Being God, the Ikfikite 
Oi^E, whose ''gifts and callings are without 
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repentance " (Bom. xi. 29), or change of mind, 
on His part: 

** He knows no shadow of a change, 
Nor alters His decrees ; 
Firm as a rock His truth remains, 
To guard His promises." 



" Wlio are kei»t by ther power of Ck>d through fidth 
imto salyatioiL" &o.— i Fstsr l 5. 

This is both a striking and a beautiful portion 
of God's Word, revealing what the Divine 
Father is doing, and will continue to do, for 
His believing people. In the preceding verse 
the Apostle asserts that the object to which all 
€k)d*s pilgrims are casting their wistful eyes — 
that on which their most earnest anticipations 
centre — is placed beyond the reach of 

Elunder, or the possibility of loss. We are 
ere taught, and with all possible distinctness, 
that the blessed '' inheritimce " to which they 
are joyfully looking forward is '* incorruptible, 
undenled, and" — unlike the brightest things 
and circumstances on earth — '* fadeth not 
away,** but is " reserved in heaven for them,'* 
and l^at they are " kept by the power of God 
through faith unto*' — or that will terminate 
in — " salvation." Their inheritance, then, can 
neither be lost nor destroyed. 

It is asserted by some, however, that believers 
may faU away from their Lord and Saviour, 
finaUy apostatize, and come short of His glorious 

e2 
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" inheritance ; " so far short of it, in fact, as to 
lose it for ever ! But what, in that case, are we 
to understand by its being " reserved in heaven " 
for them, seeing that fchej never enjoy it, never 
enter on its possession P The language of this 
entire connection applies to all Christ's dis- 
ciples; and 'had Peter believed, as many do, 
tlmt it was possible for any number of them to 
become outcasts from the Divine favor, and die 
in their sins, is it conceivable that he would 
write as he here does ? No, it is not ; and his 
assurance that believers are ''kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation," 
settles the matter, or should settle it, for ever : 
it should certainly be, on this point, '' the end 
of controversy." 

Blackwell, an old and valuable writer, very 
properly remarks, that the idea here intended 
IS, " that believers are guarded and preserved by 
the power and providence of Q-od, as in an tw- 
pregnable garrison;" and he then, with great 
propriety, asks — ^** Can any violence or stratagem 
of the enemy overpower or surprise those who 
are under the protection of as Almighty 
HAiTB, and under the vigilant observation and 
most gracious regard of ajnt all-seeing etb ? '' 
The reply of some would be, " Yes, notwith- 
standing all this, they may become final apos- 
tates ; they may be lost for ever 1 *' So thought 
not Peter, however ; he believed and declares 
that the "eveelasting abks" are stretched 
out to shield- them from the attacks of their 
numerous foes ; for it is not said that they are 
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"kept" by the might and gaardianship of 
" angels that excel in strength," but by " the 
power of GOD." K this is not teaching, and 
in the strongest language possible, the invio- 
lable and everlasting security of all believers, 
words cannot do it, nor are they of any use in 
communicating thought or instruction to men. 

It should be carefully noted here, that the 
future and certain enjoyment of everlasting 
life is connected with continued " faith " in the 
Divine testimony concerning sin, Jesus, and 
salvation. Believers are not saved in their sins, 
but /row them. (Mat. i. 21.) While they are 
" kept by the power of Q-od," their continuance 
in the fiuth of the gospel — in cleaving to the 
Bedeemer for life and hope — will be secured by 
the exercise of Divine " power," operating on 
their hearts in its gracious and spiritual com- 
munications, so that they shall certainly be 
saved. The question is not, ''Can anything 
short of God's power save men P " for to this 
question only one reply can be given, but-^ 
" "Will that * power * be put forth and exercised 
in the case of every believer in Jesus, so as to 
secure his salvation — so as to preserve him in the 
exercise of faith in the Bedeemer — till he shall 
enter into the saint's everlasting rest P " The 
words of this passage give a clear, as well as an 
affirmative, reply to this question, and in giving 
this assurance thev meet the felt necessity of 
every one who is building for eternity on the 
finished work of the Adorable Saviour. " Ah ! 
yes," the sincere Christian says, " it is only as 
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I am ' kept by the power of Gk)D ' that I am, or 
shall be, kept at all. His grace is amply suffi- 
cient for me, but nothing below that is ; nothing 
else can hold me up (Psa. cxix. 117), or keep 
me irom falling away from His ways, and 
becoming an outcast for ever from His face and 
favor. In myself, and so far as the progress 
and issue of my daily spiritual warfare is con- 
cerned, I am as weak as helpless infancy. To 
talk of my being 'faithful to grace received,* 
except as I am, and shall be, ' kept by the 
power of God,' and watched over and sus- 
tained by the * Shepherd of Israel,' is to talk in 
a way that honors man, not God ; and did I 
not believe that — 

* All needful grace will He bestow, 
And crown Siat grace with glory too,' 

I should utterly despair of ever seeing His 
face with jpy, or being numbered among His 
saved ones in the world to come." True, most 
true; but how delightful to the fainting and 
buffeted pilgrim is the thought that the arm of 
His LoTiNG and Almiohtt Father guards and 
upholds him. Unseen, yet most efficient succour, 
is ever near him. The " power " of the Highest 
is pledged and promised to be his defence, and 
to be put forth for his safety. In this glorious 
truth, then, we will " greatly rejoice " (ver. 6), 
" though now, for a season, if need be, we are 
in heaviness through manifold temptations : that 
the trial of our faith .... may be found unto 
praise, and. honour, and glory, at the appearance 
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of Jesus Christ : whom having not seen, we 
love ; in whom, though now we see Him not, 
yet believing, we rejoice with' joy unspeakable 
and full of glory, receiving the end of our faith, 

EVEN THE SALTATIOK OF OTTB SOULS " (v. 6 — 9.) 

Were the final safety of believers entrusted to 
their own guardianship, or to that of any created 
beings, not one of them would ever reach heaven : 
but under existing arrangements they shall all 
reach it, and dwell there for ever, for — 

*' There's an inheritance Divine, 
Reserved against that day ; 
'Tis uncorrupted, undefiled, 
And cannot fade away. 

" Saints by the power of God are kept 
Till the salvation come ; 
They walk by faith, as strangers here, 
'Till Christ shall call thdm home/' 



*' Being Ixim again, not of corruptlbie seed, but of 
Incorruptible, by tbe word of Ood wlilch llveth and 
abldetb for ever. For all flesh Is as grass, and all the 
glory of man as tbe flower of grass. Tbe grass wlther- 
eth, and tbe flower thereof faJleth away. But the word 
of the Lord endureth for ever.''— i P£t:^& i. 23—25. 

These words teach, we believe, the doctrine 
defended in this little book. 

The assertions here made relative to the 
evanescent character of man, and the fading 
nature of all those things in which ho glories, 
are very striking. He himself, in all his pomp 
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and pride, is " as grass," and everything which 
he covets, toils for, and expends all his energies 
to possess, is " as the flower of grass ! " Not 
only is this true of common-place objects, and 
ordinary sources of enjoyment, but it is equally 
so of the most refined, the most cherished, and 
the most costly. 

" The brightest things below the skies 
Qive but a flattering light.** 

" Fading, changing, perishing, dying," may be 
appropriately inscribed upon them all, " V"anity 
of vanities, saith the preacher, vanity of vanities ; 
all is vanity " (Eccles. i. 2) ; mere bubbles, un- 
substantial shadows, unsatisfying things ! 

But, in contrast with the changing and dying 
nature of all the things or pursuits which " men 
of the world " rest in, and make their highest 
delight, we are told of the unchanging and un- 
dying character of the Divine Word — or the 
gospel — in the hearts of the regenerate. ** It 
endureth for e«?er." The seed of spiritual life 
in their souls is " not corruptible, but tncor- 
ruptible." It does not perish, nay, it liveth and 
abideth for ever. Its vitality in the soul is 
secured by the Gracious Spirit whose instru- 
ment it was in their conversion. (James i. 18.) 
When the apostle says here " the ^ord of GK)d 
liveth and abideth for ever," we are to under- 
stand, not merely that God's statements are 
true, and will never be falsified, but that, as the 
** incorruptible seed " sown by the Holy Spirit 
in the hearts of the regenerate, it will never die 
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out of the Boul, but be preseryed tbere as a 
principle of spiritual life, as an element of holi- 
ness which shall go with them into eternal 
glory. Earthly things will all fade — fade like 
the "grass/* or, more fleeting still, like "the 
flower of grass "—but " the word of the Lord 
endureth for ever." "The gospel is- the power 
of Qod to salvation to every one that believeth." 
(Eom. i. 16.) 

** Grace, like an uncomipted seed, 
Abides and reigns within." 

As the apostle had said in the passage last 
noticed (i. 6), they are " kept by the power of 
God, through faith unto salvation." Their spi- 
ritual life is not a perishing or an uncertain 
thing, but is permanent, undying, everlasting. 



" They went ont from us, tint they were not of na ; 
for If they had heen of ns, they wonld, no donbtf have 
contlnned with na : hnt they went onti that It might he 
made manifest that they were not of na.' — i John il 19. 

The bearing of this portion of Scripture on the 
doctrine under consideration is very obvious. 
The apostle speaks here of apostates, and gives 
the true reason why they threw up their Chris- 
tian profession and deserted the fellowship of 
Christ's disciples. But he does not say — what 
he certainly would have said if he had so be- 
lieved, or learned of his Master — that when 
such apostacies take place the body of genuine 
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believers is lessened, or the number of those 
who *^ passed from death unto life '' diminished. 
What, then, does he say here, or what lessons 
are we taught in this portion of God's Word ? 
Let us see. 

First : — We are taught that some of those who 
made a profession of Christianity, or of belief in 
Jesus as their Saviour, forsook the fellowship 
of His disciples, and voluntarily abandoned their 
society — "they went out from us.*' Such de- 
fections happened in the apostles' days — as we 
learn from this and several other passages of the 
New Testament (John vi. 66 ; 2 Tim. iv. 10)— 
and similar things have occurred in every age, 
and in all places where Christianity has been 
published and professed, from that day until 
now. Every one who reads this page will be 
able, most likelv, to think of some such cases 
with which he has been, or is now, personally- 
acquainted. Ah ! yes ; it is a sore grief to our 
hearts that we can remember many who, 
to all appearance, like the Galatians of old, 
" did run well " (Gal. v. 7) in the Lord s 
ways, "but who went out from" the fellow- 
ship of the Lord's people, and gave painful 
evidence that they had never experienced a 
change of heart, and had only been, at best, 
mere professors, who had not "the root of 
the matter" in them. And the apostle says 
that the voluntary departure of those persons, 
who "went out from" the Christian societies of 
that day, was only a manifestation of their true 
character — " they went out, that they might be 
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made MAirirEBT tliat they were not all of us" 
They bad been wearing a cloak till tben, but 
now tbey tbrow off their mask, and appear in 
their true character. They went to their own 
company, and were in their loved >element — ^the 
world. Converted they never had been ; theirs 
was only a mere external washing : but a washed 
BOW is a sow still, and nothing better, though 
looking more cleanly ; and when at liberty to 
follow out its own instincts, will certainly return 
to its " wallowing in the mire.." (2 Pet. ii. 22.) 
And so will it be with all such characters as the 
apostle here alludes to. 

Secondly: — We learn from the words now 
tinder consideration that those apostates had 
never been true Christians — " they were not of 
us." They had been among the people of God, 
and so walked, for a time, as to make many 
genuine disciples of Jesus think they were re- 
newed in the spirit of their minds. But it was 
all unreal ; there was no spiritual life in their 
souls ; they were destitute of all holy disposi- 
tion ; they had never any true piety ; they were 
''as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.'' 
(1 Cor. xiii. 1.) Had no intimation to the 
contrary been found here, some brethren would, 
no doubt, be ready to sav, '^ All these persons 
were certainly true disciples of Jesus, and their 
open apostacy from Him, and from His fol- 
lowers, goes rarto prove that genuine Christians 
may become final apostates." We could easily, 
ana very properly, reply to this by saying — 
** Not so, brethren ; if they were sincere Clms- 
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tians— •wliich is not asserted — we have a right 
to assume that they were restored again to their 
Lord, and like Peter, " wept bitterly " over their 
guiltj, but now hated, denial of their Saviour. 
Tou cannot prove that they were true Chris- 
tians; and even if you could, where is your 
warrant for saying that they did not penitently 
return to the Bedeemer and His disciples, and 
die in the faith, love, and hope of the gospel ? '* 
But they were Christians only in name. This 
is not said to prop up a theory, or to meet the 
exigencies of a system, for evidence the moat 
conclusive in support of it is before us-^th© 
apostle distinctly declares, " they were not aH 
of us." Their apostacy made the sad fact mani- 
fest. Their* 8 was a hollow, heartless profession, 
nothing more. They were, indeed, among, but 
they were not " o/," the true disciples of Jesus. 
Thousands who '^profess and call themselves 
Christians " are only such in appearance ; and 
when they fall away from their liieless profession 
of religion, no one can say, ''I am sure they 
were not only among, but *' o^' the people of 
God." This is often, in such cases, taken too 
readily for granted, and conclusions arrived at 
relative to the possibility of true believers be- 
coming final apostates which have no warrant 
from the teachings of the Bible, which are 
opposed to its most obvious lessons. When 
the apostle John saw persons forsaking the 
fellowship of Christians, he did not conclude 
that they had been renewed in heart, and that 
it is possible for genuine disciples of Jesus so to 
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apostatize from Him as to perish everlastingly, 
but he promptly said, " they were not of us ; " 
they were never what they professed to have been. 
Thirdly : — We learn from this verse that all 
sincere Christians will, under the quickening and 
gracious influences of the Holy Spirit, continue 
to be such, and will ^*go forward" in God's 
ways to the end of life ; for, speaking of those 
who '* went out from " the fellowship of be- 
lievers, the apostle says, " If they had been of 
us, they would have continued with us."* Can 
language be plainer or more conclusive than 
this ? On the supposition that it was the 
apostle's intention to teach that all sincere be- 
lievers will .**hold on their way" to the end, 
and continue to cultivate and enjoy the fellow- 
ship of the godly, could he say this in plainer or 
more unmistakeable terms P Here all is plain, 
clear, decisive — " if they had been of us they 
would have continued with us." Professing 
Christians may fall finally, and " go away into 
everiasting punishment ; " but they only fall 
away from what they had, or were, not from 
what they had not, and were not. They do not 
fall out of Christ, for they were never His ; nor 
from a state of " newness of life," for they had 
never been regenerated, nor really of, though 
they had been among, or publicly associated 
with, the disciples of Jesus, as professing Chris- 
tians. (Matt. vii. 21—23.) 

* I omit the words "do doubt; " they were added, it 
will be seen, by the translators. 
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This, then, is a place where, if the notion 
were true, we should very naturally expect the 
apostle to tell us that it is quite possible for 
true believers to fall away from vital union with 
Jesus, and die in their sins. But while nothing 
of this sort is said, or even hinted at, what is 
said proves, conclusively, that the sacred writer 
held and taught the contrary of this. This is 
proved beyond contradiction by his saying of 
the apostates mentioned in the text — " If they 
had been of us, thkt would have oowtinttbd 
WITH TJS." Be encouraged, then, pilgrim of 
Zion. Cleave closer and closer to your Almighty 
Saviour. Best in Him as your Hope, your 
Strength, your Bighteousness, and your Benige ; 
and — 

*' As sorely as He oyercame» 
And triumphed once for you ; 
So surely you that love His name 
Shall, TBROuaH Him, triumph too." 



PART II. 
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taught in tbe Holy Scriptures, have no power 
to disprove that doctrine : standing on its own 
evidence, its truth is independent of, and cannot 
be affected by, any number of objections, whether 
we be able to answer them or not. What 
teacher, in any branch of science, would say 
to his auditory, " You must not believe any 
truth or doctrine, however fairly established or 
proved, to which any objections may be made, 
unless you can so answer them as to satisfy all 
who make them." Were such counsel given 
and acted on it would lead to universal scep- 
ticism, and make it impossible to believe the 
most clearly-taught lessons of Nature, Provi- 
dence, and Revelation. 

We will now direct attention to passages of 
Scripture which are adduced to prove that sin- 
cere believers have, and may, become final apos- 
tates, with the view of showing that they teach 
no such doctrine. 
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'*When a righteoiu man doth torn firom bis right- 
eousness, and oommit iniquity he shall die in his 

sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not 
be remembered/* &c. — £zxkx£l iii. 20 ; xviii. 24, ad ; xxxut 

IS, 18, 18. 

Thise passages are frequently, and with great 
confidence, adduced to prove that true Christians 
may become final apostates, and perish ever- 
lastingly. But did they so prove — which they 
do not — what should we do with the numerous 
and explicit declarations of the Divine Word 
which teach the contrary p How, then, should 
we explain the assertion of the Redeemer, 

^ THET SHALL NBVEB FEBISH " (John X. 28), 

or in what way, or sense, could they be under- 
stood P Any number of diJB&cult texts, or such 
as appear to teach to the contrary, must be 
interpreted by one so clear, so decisive, so 
manifestly declaring that all true disciples of 
Christ shall be saved, especially when it is con- 
sidered that this is only one out of many that 
are equally clear and unmistakeable, as this little 
book will prove. But do we, in thus saying, set 
Scripture against Scripture; or wish to neu- 
tralize what is taught in one place in order to 
support what is asserted in another? By no 
means : we simply say — ^what every reasonable 
and calm-judging person will approve — that the 
difficult and the obscure, in the Bible as in any 
other document, must be explained in accordance 
with what is clear and decisiva Could it be 
proved that the '* righteous man" referred to in 
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these verses roeant a renewed and godly man, one 
who had " passed from death unto life," it would 
present a serious difficulty; but there is no 
reference in. those texts to pardoned and justified 
believers, but to persons who yielded external 
obedience to the laws of Moses, and had, in 
consequence, what may be called a political 
righteousness, which gave them a title to the 
promised blessings of the Mosaic covenant — 
length of days and earthly prosperity in their 
own land. There is not the slightest ground 
for concluding that '^ death," as used in these 
passages, means the death of the soul hereafter, 
its exclusion from heaven, but rather temporal 
death, and external calamities connected there- 
with. Nor when " the righteous man " is spoken 
of is there any reference made to ** newness of 
life," or to the possession of the excellent graces 
of the Holy Spirit, but to certain acts of external 
obedience to the laws of Moses, which might be 
performed by any unregenerate man. We may 
note also, as of importance, that the life and 
blessings promised are said to be the reward of 
personal righteousness — of the individual's own 
obedience — which, however true in the case above 
explained, is the very reverse of truth in a spi- 
ritual and eternal sense (Bom. iii. 20 — ^28 ; iv. 
1—6 ; V. 1—21 ; x. 1—13 ; Qal. ii. 16-^21 ; 
iii. 10—13, 22—26 ; Eph. ii. 8, 9 ; Tit. iii. 6.) 
The "righteousness" of the Mosaic covenant, 
to which reference is made in these passages, was 
a very different thing to the " righteousness of 
God," in Christ Jesus, in which all true be- 
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lievers are justified, and shall glory (Isa. xiv. 
24, 25 ; Eom. i. 16, 17 ; iii. 21, 22 ; 2 Cor. v. 
21; Phil. iii. 8, 9.) "My salvation," says 
our Gracious Father, "shall be roB jsyeb, 

ASJ} 1£Y BiaHTEOUSNSSS SHALL ITOT BE ABO« 

IiiSHBD." (Isa. li. 6.) Of all Christ's siucere 
disciples we may joyfully sing — 

'* In His righteousness exalted, 

On from strength to strength they go ; 
Should ten thousand ills assault them, 
He*ll preserve from every foe ; 

And to glory, 
Bring them safe through all below.** 

These passages, (in Ezekiel) then, do not refer 
to renewed and spiritually-minded persons, nor 
teach — what is so contrary to numerous and 
express declarations of the Divine "Word — that 
they may become final apostates, and perish 
everlastingly. Of true believers, and their 
eternal salvation, the prophet was not then 
thinking. 



'' But he that reoeiveth the word into stony places, 
the same is he that hearefh the word, and anon with 
joy reoeiveth it ; yet hath he not root in himself, but 
dureth for a while : for when tribulation or persecution 
ariseth because of the word, by-and-bye he is offended." 

Matthew xiiL 20, 21. 

This portion of Scripture is sometimes quoted 
with tne view of proving that men may be truly 
converted, and become, subsequently, final apos- 
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tntos from Jesus. We confess to feeling much 
surprise that it should be adduced for such a 
purpose, for it teaches no such sentiment, nor 
makes the slightest reference to the possession, 
or loss, of spiritual life. The language here 
employed evidently points to a hastily-made 
anci false profession of religion, where there was 
no saving knowledge of GK)d. What should 
decide the whole matter is, that the persons 
referred to had ^^no root" This is distinctly 
declared by the Lord Jesus. Their convictions 
of the value of religion were not strong enough 
to make them endure a little "tribulation or 

I>ersecution" for the truth's sake. When 
oyidty to God made it their duty to separate 
themselves from the ways of worldly men, and 
to declare their attachment to the claims of 
Heaven's holy religion, they were not willing to 
endure the scoffs and taunts of their associates, 
nor to be on the Lord's side at any such ex- 
pense, or by making any such sacrifices. Persons 
of this class are to be found in most places 
where the G-ospel is faithfully preached, and they 
often — for a time at least — ^give much external 
attention to, and take much apparent interest 
in, the ordinances of Christianity. We have 
known many persons of this type, who often 
shed tears under the Word, greatly respected 
its preachers, were constant in their attendance 
at the House of the Lord, induced others to 
come to it, and gave money and exerted influ- 
ence for Christian uses ; — ^anything, indeed, short 
of, and as a substitute for, the surrender of 
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their hearts to God; — ^but "when tribulation 
or persecution " arose because of their seeming 
attachment to " the word " of the gospel, they 
were " offended " with its strictness, refused to 
yield to its self-denying principles, and, like 
" the sow that was washed " — a sow still, and 
loving cleanliness no better though " washed " — 
returned to " wallow in the mire " of worldli- 
ness, vanity, and soul-killing pleasures and 
pastimes, wnich they had never nated save in 
appearance, and in returning to which they 
returned to what they loved and relished, and 
of which they were the willing slaves. (Rom. 
yi. 16.) Such persons may, indeed, apostatize ; 
but from what ^ Not from vital godliness, — of 
which they knew nothing experimentally,' — nor 
from faith in Jesus, — ^which they never had, — 
but from a loose and heartless profession of 
attachment to some portions of religious truth. 
" They went out from us, but they were not of 
us ; for if they had been of us, they would have 
continued with us." (1 John ii. 19.) 

See, before going farther, the remarks that 
will be found under Luke yiii. 13; a similar 

Ijassage to this in Matthew. Of all true be- 
ievers, — those who receive the truth in the love 
of it, and are made willing by Divine grace to 
endure "tribulation or persecution" sooner 
than abandon it, — we may safely say— ^ 

** They go from strength to strength, 
Through this dark vale of tears ; 
Till each with Christ at length, 
]^ His own heaven appears." 

Eor they are " kept by the poweb op God 
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THBOUaH FAITH VWtO SALTATION." (1 Pet. 

i. 6.) They shall be so "kept" until they 
enter into their heavenly and everlasting king- 
dom : till they realize their ftill ** salvation." 



" Wliioh for a whfle believe, and in time of tempta- 
tion feJl away.*'— LuuB viii is. 

This is one of those texts that are quoted to 
prove that faith in Jesus may exist in any given 
mind only for " a while," and then die out, and 
be no more exercised for ever. 

Whatever theBedeemer meant when he spoke 
as above, it is very certain, we believe, that He 
had no such idea in His mind as is so readily 
taken for granted by certain brethren. We 
shall be asked, of course, why we so conclude, 
or what warrant we have for speaking with so 
much certainty, and we at once reply, — Because 
Jesus cannot possibly contradict Himself : be- 
cause ^* the faithful and true Witness " (£ev. 
iii. 14) could not, and did not, teach at one 
time in manifest opposition to what He taught at 
another, or at several other times. No asser- 
tions pan be more distinct than those which He 
makes elsewhere, that every believer in His 
name shall be brought into the possession of 
" everlasting life : " — ^not have a remote, or even 
a good, chance of salvation, but be actually par- 
doned, justified, sanctified, and for ever saved. 
Let us listen to, and profit by hearing, some of 
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His gracious words : — " For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son» 
thcU whosoever believeth in Him should not 

FBBISH, BUT HAYS ETEBLASTtBTO LIPI." " He 

that believeth on the Son hath EYBBLASTiifra 
Iiipx." — ''He that heareth my words Bxxdhelieveth 
on Him that sent me, hath XTEBLASTnr g liee, 

AJTD shall HOT COMB INTO CONDEMNATION; 

but is passed from death unto life." — '* I am the 
bread of life: he^that cometh to me shall never 
hunger ; and he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst." — " And this is the will of Him that sent 
me, that every one that aeeth the Son, and 
believeth on Him, mat have eteblastino liee." 
— ^ I am the door : by me if any man enter in, 
HE shall be saved." — ^" My sheep hear my 
voice. . . « . and I give unto them btebnal 

LIEE; and THEY SHALL NEVEB PEBISH." Are 

these declarations ambiguous? Can any one 
s^y that their meaning is not dear F Do they 
etmvey ho definite and clearly expressed lesson ? 
If so, of what use is Language P — and of what use 
is the Bible? And yet, with all these clear 
and unmistakeable declarations of the Bedeemer 
before ub, we are asked to believe that He 
elsewhere taught in direct opposition to them ! 
** But," it may and will be asked, '' does not 
the text now before us say^ ' who for a while 
believe ? ' " It does ; and many excellent 
brethren regard it as teaching that faith in 
Jesus may be finally lost out of an^ believer'^a 
soul; that men may believe on Him to-dav, 
reject and deny Him to-morrow, or any sub- 
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sequent day, and die in the ranks of those who 
will not have TTiTn to reign over them. But is 
this taught, or implied, in the language now 
before us P Does the Saviour say this, or any- 
thing that would sustain such a conclusion? 
No indeed, He does not ; nothing of the sort 
can be gathered from the words, " who for a 
while believe." Belief in the Lord Jesus Christ 
presupposes, in all cases, the possession of 
" newness of life." If faith in the Saviour be 
really exercised, it proves, of course, that ** the 
root of the matter" (Job xix. 28) is there ;— 
that the subject of it is ** alive unto God." To 
deny this would be equivalent to saying that 
the fruit may be where the root is not ; that 
there may be visible action where there is no 
life I But the Bedeemer says plainly? that the 
class of hearers to whom He refers " have no 
root;** which proves, conclusively, Ist — that 
they had never experienced a change of heart, 
and had only " a name to live :" — ^2ndly — ^that 
while they jprof eased to have faith in J esus as 
their Saviour, they had it not reaJly, but were 
BtUl unbelievers: and 3rdly — that the "joy" 
which they experienced on nearing "the word," 
was not the enlivening and GK)d-honoring emo- 
tion of the siQcere Christian, but that which is 
frequently experienced by numbers of uncon- 
verted hearers, who seem to receive the 
preacher's message gladly, but the impression 
is only on the surface, and it soon goes oft, or 
produces no holy results. They believed ** fop 
a while." Yes, but what did they believe P and 
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what do thousands of similar characters in the 
present day believe? Not the genuine gospel 
of Christ, surely, but something which they 
substitute for it, a mere counterfeit of the 
glorious reality. The faith of such persons is 
vain, not because of any fault in the mental 
operation, or maimer of believing, but because 
it is not the belief of the gospel; not faith in 
the testimony or " record which God has given 
concerning his Son." Nothing can be of greater 
importance to every hearer of the gospel than 
that he be the subject of true faith. But he 
should be told, at the same time, that true faith 

is — FAITH IN WHAT IS TBUE ; THE BELIEF OP 
SAVING TEUTH ; 1,6, of THE GOSPEL. No doubt 

the persons here mentioned believed to the 
extent of their knowledge ; but the essence, or 
real import, of the Divine testimony, they did not 
understand, and, consequently, did not believe.- 
" The root of the matter' was not in them ; they 
had " no root." They were nothing better than 
'* sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal." 

This text proves nothing, then, — any more than 
the similar one in Matt. xiii. 21, which see — 
against the doctrine of the saints' final preserva- 
tion and perseverance, nor in favor of the notion , — 
nowhere taught in the Bible, — that faith in Jesus 
may be in a soul " for a while," then die out of 
that soul, and that for ever. It has no reference to 
sincere Christians. They believe the gospel : they 
" believe to the saving of the soxd^ (Heb. x. 39.) 

'* Praise the Lord, for He's unchanging ; 
Never shall His promise fail : 
He will make his saints victorious ; 
bin and hell shall not prevail." E 
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''Every toandi In me that TMaieth not flrnit, he 
taketh away/* ftc— johv xy. s, 6. 

These words are frequently quoted by those 
who believe that sincere Christians may be 
severed from Jesus, and be finally lost. Our 
reply to this is — The Saviour does not here 
refer, even in the remotest degree, to that sub- 
ject : He is not speaking of the possibility, or 
impossibility, of true believers becoming final 
apostates, but of those who were apparently, 
but not really y " in " Him ; branches that had 
no vital connection with the vine. Gl^here is a 
being " in " Christ by life-union — ^and to those 
that are thus in Him the apostle asserts 
" there is no condemnation ; " the evidence and 
proof of this union being that " they walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit" (Bom. 
viii. 1) : and there is a being " in ** Him by 
visible profession merely; and to this latter 
class these words obviously refer. " It is 
strange," as Dr. Doddridge says in his Family 
Expositor, 'Hhat any one should think this 
text a conclusive argument against the doctrine 
of [the saints' final preservation and] per- 
severance, when to be * in Christ ' (ver. 2) so 
plainly signifies, making an external profession 
of Christianity, whether vain or sincere." This 
is evidently the true interpretation of the place. 
But were we to grant — which we do not— that 
this text presents difficulty relative to the 
question in hand, what then ? Are we to ex- 
plain the simple and most easily-understood 
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declarations of the Bible by those that are 
difficult P Must the meaning of those that are 
most unmistakeable be settled by those that are 
somewhat ambiguous, or upon which there is 
room for a difference of opinion ? Surely not : no 
reasonable man would propose, or act on, such a 
plan as this. " But where," it may be asked, 
do you get those " simple," " easily-understood," 
and ''most unmistakeable" statements which 
you assume to exist ? Can you produce them, 
and let your readers judge for themselves 
as to their value in evidence on this matter ? " 
Our reply is — "We get them from the lips of 
the same Speaker, and recorded hy the same 
writer, and they will be found on p. 143. The 
reader is requested to give them a calm and 
careful perusal before going farther. Taking 
it, then, for granted that he has done so, I ask. 
Do not these texts speak with all possible clear- 
ness and conclusiveness on this question P But 
that they are only a few, out of a great many, 
that teach the same consolatory doctrine, this 
little book will prove. 

But these words of the Eedeemer (in chap. 
XV. 2) should not be lightly passed over, for 
they are very important. Earnestly would we 
exhort all mere professors of religion to ponder 
them — to weigh them well — to apply them to 
their own sad and guilty cases. There may be 
much pirofession where there is no holy prin- 
ciple. *' Except a man be bom again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God." (John iii. 3.) " If 
any man be in Christ " by vital union, " he is a 
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new creature : old things are passed away ; all 
things are become new." (2 Cor. v. 17.) **He 
that helieveth on the Son of God " — not he that 
makes an empty profession of doing so — " hath 
everlasting lite." What did it profit those who 
were very near to, hut outside of, Noah's ark,» 
when the rising flood was commissioned to 
sweep the impenitent rebels into death and per- 
dition ? To be only almost saved is to be ever- 
lastingly lost ! None are, none can be, safe, but 
those that are " in Christ " by faith in His 
name. But all such are safe, and every one of 
them may joyfully sing — 

** Jesus protects ; my fears, be gone ! 
What can the Bock of ages move P 
Safe in His arms I lay me down. 
His everlasting arms of love." 



*' Those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of 
them is lost, but the son of perdition." ♦— Johk xvii. 12. 

These words of the Redeemer are quoted with 
great confidence by those who believe that true 
Chiistians may become final apostates from 
Jesus, as giving clear support to their opinion. 

* This phrase occurs only twice in the Bible : here, in 
reference to the thrice guilty wretch who, for a trifling 
bribe, betrayed the ** innocent" Redeemer; and in 2 
Thess. ii. 13, where it is used by the Divine Spirit as a fit 
and proper title for that " lawless one" who blasphemously 
calls himself, and is called W millions who profess the 
Christian name, *' Christ's vicar and Vicegerent upou 
earth," " Our Lord God the Pope ! " 
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While believing that many brethren who adduce 
the text for this purpose do so inconsiderately, 
and without giving due attention to its language 
and construction, we have no doubt that thej 
regard it as a passage that fully sustains their 
conclusion ; that, in fact, they are as honest in 
the use they make of it as we are in believing 
that to their view it gives no support whatever. 
In order to show that it does not, we make the 
following remarks, bespeaking for them the 
reader's candid attention : — 

First. It is most evident — as has been fre- 
quently remarked — that to bring out the 
Saviour's meaning here we should repeat the 
words "is lost." A similar course must be 
adopted in explaining many portions of the 
Bible,* as of all other books, for words are 
verv often understood, though not expressed, 
botn in writing and conversation. The verse 

* I refer to three or four texts, with the view of aiding 
the less instructed reader : — "The ox knoweth his owner, 
and the ass knoweth his master's crib." (Isa. i. 4.) 
'* Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but labour 
for that meat which endureth," &c. (John vi. 27.) " Have 
ye received the Holy Qhost [in his extraordinary or 
miraculous influences] since ye believed? And they 
said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether 
there be any Holy Ghost received " [in this way]. (Acts 
six. 2.) ** Knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 
and patience worketh experience; and experience worketh 
hope," &c. (Rom. v. 3, 4.) The plainest reader will see 
that though die words in italics are not in the respective 
texts, they are to be understood. The Bible abounds in 
similar instances, where the verb is not repeated to the 
eye. 
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would then read thus: — " Those that thou gavest 
me I have kept, and none of them are lost. 
But tlie son of perdition is lost, that the Scrip- 
ture might be fulfilled " (Ps. xli. 9.) This is 
the fair and proper construction of the passage, 
and instead of being opposed to, it strongly 
sustains, the doctrine of the saints' final pre- 
servation and safety. The Saviour did not 
mean to say that He kept all that the Father 
had graciously given Him hut one ; no such idea 
was in His mind, nor will His words here sus- 
tain such a notion. 

Secondly. Judas was not one of "them," 
understanding by this pronoun those who were 
" given *' to the Bedeemer by the Father, and 
whose salvation, in the fullest sense of the 
word, He desired. (Ver. 24.) The Kedeemer 
speaks in the same way when illustrating G-od's 
sovereignty in bestowing favours upon whom 
He would, when He says — " Many widows 
were in Israel in the days of Elias, .... but 
unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto 
Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that 
was a widow. And many lepers were in Israel 
in the days of Eliseus the prophet, and none of 
them were cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian." 
(Luke iv. 25 — 27.) In both these cases our 
Lord uses the same mode of expression as He 
does in the verse now under consideration ; just 
as if He had said, — " Unto none of them was 
Elias sent : but he was sent unto Sarepta,'* <fec. 
" None of tliem were cleansed : but Naaman the 
Syrian was cleansed." Neither of these persons 
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were Israelites, though they are here apparently 
spoken of as such ; and so of Judas, in relation 
to those that were " given " to the E»edeemer 
by the Father. 

Thirdly. No one, we suppose, believes that 
" the traitor " was ever a converted man, or 
more, at any time, than a worldly-minded, cold- 
hearted professor, one whom Jesus knew to be 
a deceiver and a devil (chap. vi. 70.) Not a 
line of Scripture can be adduced to prove that 
the miscreant who sold " the Holy One of God " 
to a felon's death for thirty half-crowns, knowing, 
at the sa^ie time, that He whom he thus sold 
was spotless and " innocent " (Matt, xxvii. 4), 
had ever experienced a change of heart. Little 
did the guilty " traitor '* know that while, for 
wise and important reasons, Jesus gave him a 
temporary place among His apostles, He knew 
him to be, from first to last, an unprincipled 
and vile ** son of perdition," and nothing better. 

Fourthly. Our Lord plainly says, " Those 
that Thou gavest me J have kept,*' The fact, 
then, that Judas was not " kept " is a clear 
proof. that he was not one of "them " that had 
been " given " to the Eedeemer by the Father. 
If he were one of " them " that had been so 
" given '* to Christ, why did He not keep him f 
Had He not power to do this ? or, did He lack 
inclination ? Not need we ask, Who kept the 
others? for that they were not self-kept is 
plainly declared in the text, when Jesus says, 
" Those that Thou gavest me I have kept." 
Had Judas been one of those that were so 
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" given " to Christ Jesus, the same power that 
" kept " the others would have kept him also. 
That it was altogether adequate to effect this 
admits of no doubt. It is Almighty power. 
(Matt, xxviii. 18 ; John x. 28 ; Jude 24.) 

Fifthly. The Saviour says in the same prayer, 
*' As Thou hast given BUm power over all flesh, 
(hat He shovld give eternal life to as many as 
Thou hast given Him, "Father, I will that 
they also whom Thou has given me, he with me 
where I am ; that they may behold my glory f*^ &c 
(ver. 2, 24.) Does not this settle the point 
most conclusively, and prove, to entire satis- 
faction, that Judas was not one of those that 
were " given " to Jesus by the Father ? He, 
we are told, went " to his own place " (Acts i. 
25) — the place for which such a character 
was fitted — after having committed suicide by 
hanging himself! "WeU, indeed, might our 
Lord say of him, " It had been good for that 
man if he had not been bom " (Matt. xxvi. 24.) 
Such expressions as these could never have been 
applied to one of those who had been " given '* 
in covenant — ^and who afterwards, in the sincere 
exercise of faith, love, and surrender of heart 
and life gave himself — ^to the Adorable Ee- 
deemer. When speaking of them we have the 
clearest scriptural warrant for saying — 

" Not all that men on earth can do, 
Nor powers on high, nor powers below, 
Shall cause His mercy to remove, 
Or wean their hearts from Christ, their love." 



UNCHANGING LOVE. 153 



"Well, becanse of unbelief they were broken off, and 
thou standest by faith. Be not Mgbminded, but fear: for 
if God spared not the natural branches) take heed lest 
he also spare not thee."— Romans xi. 20, 21. 

This is one of the passages which are adduced 
to prove that siocere Christians may cease to 
believe on Jesus, become final apostates, and — 
as a necessary consequence — perish ever- 
lastingly. 

We have no doubt that numbers of brethren 
who make this use of the text do so from a con- 
viction that it so teaches ; but we have just as 
little doubt that they press it into a service for 
which it was never intended, and to which, 
when carefully examined, it yields no support. 

The apostle is speaking here of the rejection, 
by God, of the Jews, as His peculiar and cove- 
nant people, and asserts that " because of un- 
belief they were broken off"; " for their criminal 
and determined rejection of Jesus, as the 
Messiah promised to their fathers, they were 
cast out of their highly-privileged condition. 
They would not have Him to reign over them 
as their Teacher and Lord (Luke xix. 12 — 14 ; 
Acts iii. 14 — 15 ; vii. 52), and they reaped the 
fearful fruits of His reigning over them in 
wrath and justice. 

But it is neither asserted nor implied here 
that true Christians may so fall as to perish 
everlastingly. This the passage does not teach, 
while the same inspired writer affirms, again 
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and again, that all who believe the Gospel — aU 
who are " in Christ Jesus " — shall be eventually 
saved. In proof of this we refer to the fol- 
lowing, out of many similar texts, and request 
the reader to give them a calm and careful 

?erusal : — ^Eom. i. 16 ; v. 10 ; viii. 1, 29 — 39 ; 
'hilip. i. 6; Col. iii. 3—4; 2 Thess. ii. 13; 
Heb. viii. 12. 

The chief difficulty in the minds of many, 
in relation to such texts as this is — ^that it con- 
nects salvation with continuing in the faith, 
and exhorts to perseverance in the ways of the 
Lord (18 if it were possible for the individuals 
addressed to become final apostates. But is 
not this right P Is it not in accordance with 
all the laws that regulate human action ? It 
surely is, and therefore each disciple of Jesus 
should say — 

" Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve, 
And press wiUi vigour on : 
A heavenly race demands thy zeal, 
And an immortal crown. 

*' A cloud of witnesses around, 
Hold thee in full survey : 
Forget the steps already trod, 
And onward urge thy way." 

Is this inconsistent with qur belief in the 
security of those who are " in Christ Jesus ? " 
Must we, because believing, with the apostle, 
that where God has ** begun a good work" in any 
soul He will complete it (Philip, i. 6), teach 
that salvation will be enjoyed by those who do 
not continue to cleave to Jesus F Are the 
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Divine promises meant to supercede the diligent 
and prayerful use of Divinely-appointed, and 
therefore appropriate means ? Must Hezekiah 
refuse to apply a plaster of figs, and regard the 
prophet's command as unnecessary, because 
God had previously promised to restore him to 
health, and to lengthen his days P Is good hus- 
bandry of no use because it is G-od sSone who 
can give the plenteous harvest ? On this 
matter this is our distinct avowal : — We hold 
and teach, what the word of God explicitly 
declares, that all sincere Christians are, and 
will be, *'kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation " (1 Pet. i, 5) ; that " God 
hath from the beginning chosen them to sal- 
vation, through sanctifieation of the Spirit and 
belief of the truth:* (2 Thess. ii. 13.) No 
man has any warrant to conclude that he is in 
gracious covenant with God, or safe for eternity, 
who is not exercising faith in the Eedeemer, 
and bringing forth the fruits of vital union 
with that Blessed Vine. (John xv. 1 — 6.) And 
we think it right, because agreeable to inspired 
precept and practice, to exhort believers to per- 
severe to the end, just as if it were possible for 
them to come short of the heavenly mheritance, 
for — it is only by so doing that they give evidence 
of being the children of Qod, or can possibly be 
saved. By holding **the beginning of our cor- 
£dence stedfast unto the end," do we make it 
manifest that " we are made partakers of Christ " 
and His salvation. (Heb. iii. 6, 14.) 

But while the Christian's security is suspended 
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on his continuing to believe in Jesus, — ^and 
holy conduct is the only evidence of the ex- 
istence of holy principles, — neither faith, as 
the root, nor obedience, as the fruit, would con- 
tinue to be exercised one hour longer by the 
most matured saint on earth but for the gra- 
cious purpose of God to that affect, and the 
continued operations of His grace in each be- 
liever's experience. Nevertheless, while their 
ultimate safety is mercifully guaranteed, we 
should ever remember that " because of unbe- 
lief," and rejection of Jesus as the true 
Messiah, the Israelites were "broken off," 
and that we stand no longer than we con- 
tinue to exercise '* faith " in the Almighty 
Saviour. Most appropriate, then, is the ex- 
hortation, " Be not highminded, but fear." 
Ah ! yes : we know enough of our own weak- 
ness of faith and love, and of the untrust- 
worthiness of our unstable hearts, to make ua 
feel that this exhortation is greatly needed, and 
ever salutary. Only when we " watch and pray,' * 
with earnestness and anxiety to please God, are 
we giving suitable evidence that we are His, or 
have the least warrant to conclude that there is 
a work of grace in our hearts. Not that we 
are to make either watchfulness, prayer, or any 
other grace or duty, a source of safety, or a 
foundation to lean upon, — God only is, or ca.ii 
be, that, — but these are Divinely-prescribed, 
means, in the right use of which we should t>e 
constantly and conscientiously found, knowixxg 
that there are numberless dangers in our path • 
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that we are ever near sunken rocks and dangerous 
quicksands. While, therefore, we shall do well 
to "fear" whatever is offensive to God ; to be 
very wary of the world and its gilded but 
destructive snai*es ; to put little trust in any 
created thing or person; to be ** vigilant" in 
relation to the " fiery darts " and unholy sug- 
gestions of "our adversary the devil" (1 Pet. 
V. 8) ; and to entertain very sober and humbling 
views of ourselves; we should place unlimited 
confidence in Him whose wisdom, love, truth, 
and power, are all pledged to succour and save 
those who are reconciled to Him, in and through 
Christ Jesus. He has promised that — 

" His own right hand His saints shall raise 
From the deep earth, or deeper seas, 
And bring them to His courts above, 
There to enjoy His endless love." 

And we are "fully persuaded that what He 
has promised He is able also to perform" 
(Bom. iv. 21), and will certainly accomplish. 



«* And throTigh fhy knowledge shall thy weak brother 
perish, for whom Christ died."— i Corinxhiaks viii. ii. 

These words ai'e often quoted with the view of 
proving that real Christians may so fall as to 
perish everlastingly. 

Attention to the scope of the apostle's reason- 
ing, and to the object which he had in view 
when penning this verse, aud those connected 
witU it, will serve to show — if we are not greatly 
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mistaken — ^that the word " perish," here used, 
does not refer to, or include, the loss of salvation, 
or heaven, but points to an infinitely inferior 
loss, viz., present comfort in the experience of 
Christians, who were not well informed on 
certain matters, and who, in consequence, were 
sadly pained when witnessing what others of 
their brethren did, who believed that their own 
conduct, in the things referred to, was quite 
right. 

Before advancing farther we would remark, 
that the word translated "perish," in this 
verse, and " destroy," in !Bom. xiv. 16, is the 
same word in the original which is rendered 
" lost " in Luke xv. 6, 9, 24, 32, where, without 
doubt, it does not mean finally or utterly lost, 
but only, as the context proves, for a liinited 
period. 

The exhortation of the Apostle in the verse 
now before us amounts to this: — ^that Christians, 
especially those of mature judgments, should 
avoid everything, however innocent in itself, or 
agreeable to their own consciences, which is 
calculated to wound the " weak conscience '* of 
another brother in the Lord ; and that they should 
thus study to promote the comfort and edifica- 
tion of all such, instead of being " a stumbling- 
block to those that are weak " in judgment, on 
points which are indifferent in themselves. A 
reference to a very similar passage in Bom. xiv. 
16 — 23, will be very useful here. There the 
injunction is, " Destroy not him with thy meat, 
for whom Christ died," <&c. That is, as the 
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wlioliD connection shows, destroy not his peace, 
his comfort, his edification (see ver. 19 — 21) ; 
avoid, in word and deed, what would make him 
stumble, or weaken his mind, or wound his 
tender feelings. The command of God is, 
" EoUow the things which make for peace, and 
things wherewith one [believer] may edify ano- 
ther/' (Eom. xiv. 19.) The Author of our 
holy religion commands ua to '' please our 
neighbour for his good to edification" (Rom» 
XV. 2), in all possible ways. Of course we are 
not to do violence to our own consciences in 
order to obtain this result. This would be 
*' doing evil that good might come." It should 
be clearly understood that the " weak brother " 
— ^no matter upon what point his judgment may 
be " weak " — is only to be met on those matters 
wherein others can do so conscientiously* He 
should not expect his brethren to allow their 
own convictions to slumber, because he may be 
wounded by that line of conduct which appears 
to them to be the clear path of duty. lie may 
not see the necessity of, — ^nay, he may even 
deplore, — that which they practise ; but if tbey 
are doing what they believe is pleasing to God, 
in accordance with His Word, they should go 
forward in that path, no matter at what sacri. 
fice. But there are many things which we may 
do, and leave undone, without injuring our own 
consciences, by which some Christian brethren 
would be comforted and edified. And e^en iix 
those things that come within the dictates of 
conscience, we should be most anxious to act so 
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as to give as little offence as possible. It is 
most delightful, and a clear duty, to '* keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" 
(Eph. iv. 3) when it can be safely and con- 
scientiously done. This should be the object 
of our constant "endeavour." (Eph. iv. 3.) 
And in order to promote this result, the prayer- 
ful study of the 14th chapter of Paul's epistle 
to the Bomans, and the 8th chapter of his first 
epistle to the Corinthians, may be strongly 
recommended. But let not the words, " througn 
thy knowledge shall thy weak brother perish," 
be quoted to prove the insecurity of believers, 
or that their salvation is a mere peradventure, 
for this were to do violence to their obvious 
meaning, and to use them for a purpose that 
never entered into the mind of the sacred 
writer. Believers are safe, for they are in 
Christ's keeping, and — 

" He will present their souls, 
Umblemished and complete, 
Before the glory of His face, 
WiUi joys divinely great." 



'*Bat I keep xmder my body, and bring it into eubjee. 
tion : lest that by any means, when I have preached to 
others I myself shonld become a castaway."—! Cor. ix. 27. 

This verse is appealed to with much confidence 
by those brethren who do not believe in the 
filial safety of all sincere Christians, as one that 
strongly favours their view. We cannot accept 
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this conclusion, for reasons which we will pre- 
sently state. "What our brethren do with the 
many unequivocal texts which teach the contrary 
view, we are at a loss to imagine ; nor would 
we, on the other hand, seek to bend this pas- 
sage, or any other, to any pre-conceived opinion 
of ours, but would honestly seek to elicit and 
exhibit its true meaning. That Paul here 
teaches a very important lesson, — one which 
should be earnestly studied by all professing 
Christians, — admits of no doubt ; but that he 
teaches, either here or elsewhere, the possibility 
of his own eternal ruin, or of true believers 
becoming final apostates frotn their Lord and 
Saviour, we do not, we cannot believe, for — 
there is no one writer of the inspired volume 
who has left us fuller or stronger statements in 
support of the contrary view than this same 
Apostle.* But certainly he did not teach con- 
trary things, or doctrines, in diiferent parts of 
his epistles. If, when he penned the above 
words, he intended to teach that his salvation 
was not secure, or that its security depended, 
in an efficient sense, upon himself, he would be 

* We do not ^ive the passages in full, but request the 
reader to examine, before he goes forward, what Paul 
says in Horn. i. 16; y. 10; viii. 1, 38, 39; Philip, i. 6; 
Col. iii. 3; 1 Thess. v. 9; 2 Thess. ii. 13; Heb. vi. 
18, 19 ; viii. 12 ; z. 39. Let the assertion which I have 
made above be tested by the statements found in these 
verses. There are no stronger declarations on this sub- 
ject in the entire Scriptures, and for this reason- 
language has no power to put the matter more conclu- 
sively Uian is here done. 
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guilty of teaching in one plaee what he denies 
and opposes in several others. Nor would the 
difficulty end here, — but, as he was one of the 
" holy men of G-od who spoke " and wrote " as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Pet. 
i. 21), it would amount to a denial of that unily 
of doctrine which we all expect to find, and do 
find, in the sacred volume. To this, however, 
it may be objected : — " You take for granted 
that which is the very point in dispute, viz., 
that Paul, or the Holy Spirit by him, teaches 
the doctrine of the saints' perfect safety, and 
your first duty is to prove this, before you try 
to explain the verse we are now considering so 
as to harmonize with it." This is right rea- 
soning, and we appeal again to the passages 
named in the last footnote, as well as to the 
many others given in this little book, for if they 
do not prove it, language has no power to do so, 
nor can any man know what G-od intends to 
teach him, or what He means to say, in any 
portion of the Divine word. 

But to what does the Apostle refer in these 
striking words — " I keep under my body," Ac. 
Evidently to the heralds who were employed in 
the Grecian games of that period, whose duty 
it was to proclaim the conditions and stipulations 
of those celebrated national exercises, as it was 
Paul's to publish, in all its fulness and glory, in 
all its gracious privileges and rewards, " the 
gospel of the grace of God." And in order 
that he might not be disapproved by the Great 
Judge, but be approved by Him in all things, 
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he not only exhorted others to " fight the good 
fight of faith " (1 Tim. vi. 12), hut he was « an 
example of the helievers " (1 Tim. iv. 12), for 
he entered manfully into the arena of comhat, 
and fought earnestly with the comhined ene- 
mies of his Lord and Saviour. His was not a 
mere sham-fight, in which warriors play with 
arms ; it was a real, an arduous, aud a life-long 
conflict, most heroically sustained, and exhi- 
biting a noble example of earnest toil and 
patient endurance in the best of all causes — ^the 
advancement of the glory of God in the salva- 
tion of men. He did not merely "point to 
heaven," but was ever to be found in the fore- 
most rank of those who " led the way,'* that by 
the alluring example of personal devotedness, 
as well as by stirring words of earnest exhorta- 
tion, he might encourage all his fellow-soldiers 
to *• go forward " in " the holy war." He 
talked, indeed, — and in most glowing language, 
—of " putting on the whole armour of God " 
(Eph. VI. 10—17) ; but his were the words of 
a warrior who could consistently say to all his 
companions in arms, " Do as I do ; " for he 
wore, and made good use of, every part of that 
** armour," and never turned his back upon the 
stoutest foe of that Gospel in which he so 
openly gloried, or of that Saviour for whom he 
was ever ready to go into prison or to death 
(Acts XX. 22—24 ; Eom. i. 15, 16 ; 2 Tim. iv. 7.) 
He did, however, what was right, he kept his 
body under, and brought it into subjection, lest, 
after having preached to others, he himself 
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should become a castaway ; or, as in fl note in 
Bishop's Bible says : — " Lest he should be 
reproved of men when they should see him do 
contrary, or condemn that thing which he taught 
others to do.'* 

It is the opinion of some brethren that ex- 
hortations to perform duty, and to ** crucify 
the flesh with its affections and lusts," are 
quite out of place if given by those who believe 
tnat Christians are perfectly safe in Christ's keep- 
ing. ""We do not understand," say they, ** what 
necessity there can be, on your principles, for 
such exhortations, or how you can consistently 
give them." Is it expected, then, that because 
we believe the statements made by the apostle 
Paul in the verses just now referred to, relative 
to the security of believers, we should never 
exhort our fellow pUgrims to be prayerful, 
watchful, conscientious^ humble, active, and 
loving ? Oar reply is — We are taught in the 
Bible that watchfulness, prayer, &c., are means 
which our heavenly Father has appointed for 
the spiritual growth and perseverance of His 
people. And are we to be regardless of Chris- 
tian consistency, to think it of little consequence 
what believers do or leave undone, because we 
receive the divinely-taught doctrine that Christ's 
sheep ** shall never perish " (John x. 28, 29) ? 
Who does not see that such a course of conduct 
would be opposed to the plain teaching of the 
Bible ? If any man thinks that this view of 
the case involves us in inconsistency, we point 
his attention to the conduct of Paul, who, after 
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he had assured his fellow-passengers, on the 
authority of &od, that there should be " no loss 
of any man's life among them '* (Acts xxvii. 22), 
did not hesitate to declare, — on the same autho- 
rity, of course, — that except tbe sailors attended 
to their duties the lives of those on board 
could not be secured (ver. 31). We see no 
difficulty here, — for God works by means in 
carrying out all His purposes, — ^but to those 
who think that belief in the certainty of a 
Christian's salvation is inconsistent with exhor- 
tations to do what Q-od commands, the difficulty 
must be very great, if not insuperable. "What, 
then, will our opposing brethren make of those 
places where God, after giving forth the most 
absolute promises, says, " I will yet for this be 
inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for 
them. (Ezek. xxxvi. Ji5 — 37.) Who was it 
that said, " For to me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain." (Philip, i. 21.) Who made the 
declaration, " I know in whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that He is able to keep that 
which 1 have committed to Him against that 
day?" (2 Tim. i. 12; iv. 8) Was it not 
the same man of God who said, " But I keep 
under my body, and bring it into subjection ? " 
&c. And was he not very inconsistent with 
himself in penning such contradictory decla- 
rations ? Do they not neutralize each other ? 
By no means : their contradiction is only appa- 
rent, not real. Were Paul asked about it he 
would settle the matter by saying, " The means, 
no less than the end, are involved in the Divine 
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decree;" and so we also believe and teacb. 
And in carrying out this scriptural principle 
we must ever refuse to regard any man as a 
Christian, no matter how loud his profession, 
how extensive his knowledge, or how shining his 
gifts, who does not publicly profess it to be his 
duty and desire to walk holily and circum- 
spectly to his dying day. While, therefore, we 
believe the consolatory doctrine, that 

" Saints by the power of God are kept, 
*Till the salvation come/' 

we hold in no less estimation the Divine and 
most reasonable declaration, that ** without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord." (Heb. 
xii. 14.) Believers are predestinated to be con- 
formed to the image of Jesus, no less than to 
eternal life. (Rom. viii. 28 — 30; Eph. i. 4; 
2 Thess. ii. 13 ; 1 Pet. i. 2.) " Heaven is a 
prepared place for a prepared people ; '* and he 
who is not ** crucifying the flesh with its affec- 
tions and lusts*' gives palpable evidence that 
he is not led by the Spirit of God, and, conse- 
quently, that he is not a sincere Christian. The 
sheep of Christ are safe, for they are in the 
hands of, and are watched over by, the Almighty 
Shephehd ; but that any of our race are His is 
to be made manifest by their believing on His 
name, obeying His will, and " holding fast the 
confidence and the rejoicing of their hope firm 
unto the end." (Heo. iii. 6.) " Nevertheless 
the foundation of God standeth sure, having 
this [double] seal. The Lord knoweth them 
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that are His. And [on tfre other side] let every- 
one that nameth the name of Christ depart 
from iniquity (2 Tim. ii. 19), for — 

'* Our flesh and sense must be denied, 
Passion and envy, lust and pride ; 
While justice, temperance, truth, and love, 
Our inward piety approve." 

This is the religion we want ; and this is tlie 
religion which, when it is fully and constantly 
exhibited, will glorify God before men (Matt. 
V. 16), and be the loudest and most effective 
preaching to all with whom we come into con- 
tact. " If any man have not the Spirit of Christ 
he is none of His." (Rom. viii. 9.) A religion 
that sanctions sin, in any measure, cannot be 
from heaven, nor have God, the Holy One, for 
its Author, Hear, Christian brethren, what the 
Apostle Paul says in another" place : — " For if 
ye live after the flesh [in obedience to the sug- 
gestions of our fallen and corrupt nature], ye 
shall die ; but if ye, theough the Spirit, do 
mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live." 
(Eom. viii. 13.) Most needful is it, then, for 
all who profess to be disciples of Jesus to 
" keep under their bodies, and bring them into 
subjection " to the Divinely-given rule of life, 
" for this is the will of God, even their sanc- 
tification." (1 Thess. iv. 3.) 
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"tTnless ye liave believed in vain"— "Yonr faith, is 

also vain*"— 1 Cokivthiahb xt. 2, 14, 17. 

Haying asked a friend for a list of such texts 
as he had heard quoted against the view de- 
fended in this little book, he included these, 
saying, " I have heard it put in this form : — If 
every believer in Jesus shall be saved, how 
could it possibly be said that any one among 
them had * believed in vain ? ' In order that 
this may be true, some of those who had been 
sincere believers must be lost.*' 

This, to say the least of it, is strange reason- 
ing. We are unable to make anything of it, or 
to tell exactly what it means. Did the parties 
who argue in this sort of way read the verses on 
which they build such reasoning ? K so, their 
reading was of a very superficial character, for 
where is it said, in these or any other verses, 
that a single son or daughter of Adam ever 
believed the Gospel in vain ? It is not so saidy 
neither here nor elsewhere, and the language 
under notice has no reference whatever to the 
security or insecurity of believers, other than 
as it respects the truth of the Gospel. Let the 
most unlearned reader give attention to what 
the apostle says in this chapter, and it will be 
seen that he is writing on the supposition that 
the Lord Jesus did not really rise from the 
dead. Had that been the case the faith of the 
Corinthians must needs have been " in vain," as 
it would have been faith in a doctrine which, 
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though believed by them as a fundamental 
verity of Christianity, was untrue. If it can be 
proved that what we regard as the glad tidings 
of salvation by Jesus is not true, — if it can be 
demonstrated that our glorious Eedeemer is 
still held captive in the grave, — we will admit, at 
once, that our faith in Him, and in His religion, 
" is vain," and that all who believe in Him are 
yet " in their sins." But as the evidence which 
establishes Christ's resurrection is perfectly 
conclusive, faith in Him can never be "in 
vain," as that which it credits is the Scripture 
testimony concerning our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Ac. The language used by the Apostle, from 
the 13th to the 18th verse of this chapter, plainly 
shows, that if the faith of the Corinthians had 
been vain faifh, the sole reason would have 
been that it rested upon a vain thing ; — ^that 
it believed as truth that which was not true. 
True -faith is — faith in what is true; the 
belief of saving truth. A man may believe a 
falsehood very firmly, and may even risk his 
salvation on that falsehood; but this has no 
power to alter its nature ; it is a falsehood still. 
Thousands believe things as religious truths 
which are not true, and their faith, in such 
eases, is, of course, in vain ; it cannot possibly 
profit them. Nor would the faith which the 
Corinthians exercised in the Eedeemer be fol- 
lowed by any profit to their souls, if the teach- 
ing to which it gave credit, and the assumed 
facts on which it rested, had been false. Hence 
Paul says, " But if there be no resurrection of 

f3 
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the dead, then is Christ not nsen ; and if Christ 
be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and 
your faith [in Him as a risen Saviour] is Tain ; 
ye are yet in your sins." Does any reader 
ask — '^ How may I know whether my faith is 
vain or not P How am I to ascertain whether 
I believe 'in vain,' or to the salvation of my 
soul p " We reply : Everything depends on what 
you believe : your faith is saving faith, if that 
which it credits be SAVnre tbvth ; if it reposes 
on Chbist and His finished work: but it is 
vain £dth, and you believe in vain, if that to 
which you cleave be not the truth of the Gospel. 
No child of man ever believed in vain if Chbist 
were the object of His faith, — if he believed in 
Him who is able to save from the guilt, do- 
minion, and curse due to sin. Faith in false- 
hoods cannot profit those who believe in them ; 
but faith in Jesus, the sin-atoniog ''Lamb of 
God," will ever be followed by eternal life. 
(John iii. 16, 18, 36; v. 24; Acts xiii. 39; 
xvi. 81 ; Eom. i. 16 ; v. 1, 2 ; Gal. ii. 16.) Go 
on, then, ye disciples of the crucified ; cleave to 
Him who is the joy and solace of your hearts ; 
let His name be your plea. His salvation your 
glory, His promise (John x. 27 — 29) your sup- 
port, and then you may triumphantly sing — 

" Whate'er my earthly lot, 

Heaven is my home : 
And I shall surely stand 
There at my Lord*s right hand : 
Heaven is my fatherland* 

Heaven is my home." 
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"We, then, as workers together with Hun, beseech 
7011 that ye reoeive not the grace of God in vain."— 

2 CoBiNTaiAHs yi. 1. 

These words are frequently adduced to prove 
that genuine Christians may become final apos- 
tates ! A very moderate amount of attention 
to the Apostle's, language, and to the subject 
upon which he was writing, would, we think, 
be sufficient to prove that the above conclusion 
is altogether unwarranted, and that the sacred 
writer had no such idea in his mind when he 
penned these words. 

The connection between this and the fore- 
going chapter is so close that they should be 
read together, that the sense be not lost. The 
expression, " workers together," refers, as the 
plainest reader may perceive, to those who were 
labouring in concert to diffuse the Gospel. The 
words *' with him " are to unnecessary supple- 
ment. Paul and his fellow-labourers were 
*' workers together " in the glorious object to 
which they were devoted — the spread of the 
Gospel 

To apply the phrase, "grace of God," used 
here, to the renewing operation of the Holy 
Spirit, as is sometimes done — and that with the 
design of proving that sincere Christians may 
be ultimately lost — is to bring an idea to the 
passage, not to take one from it. The expres- 
sion evidently means here, as in several other 
places (see Gal. ii. 21 j Col. L 6; Tit. ii. 11; 
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Heb. xii. 15 ; 1 Pet. v. 12) the Gospd, the 
proffer of pardon and life by and in Jesus, the 
only and all-sufficient Saviour. This is received 
" in vain," or to no good purpose, bj all who 
will not thankfully accept its merciful pro- 
visions, aad come to Christ, that they may have 
eternal life. Just as a man may choose to die 
with thirst while sfcanding by a pure river, of 
which he is able and invited to drink, so Heaven's 
proclamation of compassion — full, gracious, and 
free — may be heard " in vain," as it always was, 
and ever will be, when it is not gratefiuly em- 
braced as the only way of escape from the wrath 
to come; the only method by which we can 
obtain pardon, peace with God, and eternal life. 
It cannot save those who reject it, as, alas! 
thousands who hear it do. For this weighty 
reason Paul did right to ** beseech " men not to 
receive "the grace of God" — i.e., the Gospel — 
"in vain." Fearful, bevond imagination, will 
be the eternal doom of that sinner, who, in 
addition to all his other, and unrepented of 
transgressions against the Divine law, rejects 
the salvation tohich the Qradous Creator Himself 
has provided, and thus, as it were, " treads 
under foot the Son of God " (Heb. x. 29), and 
pours open contempt upon the astonishing 
mercy and grace of the Most High ! 

All this, however, has nothing to do with the 
followers of Jesus. So far from receiving the 
Gospel " in vain," they believe it; glory in it; 
bind it to their hearts; rest their hopes for 
eternity upon it ; and, in, the darkest night of 
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their pilgrimage, the feeblest and most buffeted 
among them may sing— 

** Though recks and quicksands deep, 

Through all my passage lie, 
Tet Christ will safely keep, 

And guide me with His eye : 
My anchor, hope, shall firm abide. 
And I each boisterous storm outride." 



** Ye are &Uen from grace/'— Galatxanb v. 4. 

These words — though sometimes so applied — 
have no reference to the -possibility of true 
believers falling from a state of graciousness, or 
spiritual life, nor do they prove that any persons 
had so fallen; they refer to those who were 
seeking to unite obedience to some of the cere- 
monial institutes of Moses with the work of 
Christ, in order to obtain the Divine favour. 
And the apostle asserts that all who were acting 
in this way were abandoning the Gospel of 
Christ, renouncing it altogether (chap. i. 6^-9 ; 
ii. 16, 21 ; V. 2 ; &c.) He himself circumcised 
Timothy, for reasons that commended them- 
selves to his judgment, under peculiar circum- 
stances (Acts zvi. 3), not with the remotest 
idea of promoting his justification in the Divine 
sight : but the guilty men who drew away the 
Qalatians from the instructions which Faul had 
given them, and by their false teaching "per- 
verted the gospel of Christ" (i. 7), taught that 
" righteousness did come by the law,'* especially 
by complying with the rite of circumcision, for 
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which reason the Apostle says, " If ye be cir- 
cumcised [with this view] Christ shall profit 
you nothing. Christ is become of no effect unto 
you, whosoever of you are [or seek to be] justi- 
fied by the law [of ceremonies] ; ye are fallen 
from grace.*' That is, they abandoned the 
G-ospel altogether. See the remarks under 
2 Cor. vi. 1 ; and Heb. xii. 15, which may be 
read in explanation of the above w^ords. 



'* Holding faitkf and a good oonBcience : whioli some 
liaviiLg put away conoerning faith have made shipwreck.'* 

—1 Timothy i. 19. 

This passage is frequently adduced to prove 
that sincere Christians may become final apos- 
tates from Christ and His gospel. But to this 
notion it gives no countenance whatever, just 
because its reference is to a totally difi'erent 
matter. The object of the Apostle is, to exhort 
Timothy to fidelity in his professed attachment 
to Christian principles, and to the work of the 
Lord in which he was so devotedly engaged: 
to cherish '' faithfulness, and a good conscience, 
which some having put away concerninff the 
doctrines of the gospel made shipwreck, for 
they denied, and taught in opposition to, the 
essential principles of the Christian system. See 
ver. 20. Every careful reader of the New Testa- 
ment is aware that while the word " faith " 
fenerally means the belief of the truth, it signi- 
es, at other times, the truth which is believed, 
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or — the doctrines of the Gospel, as in Acts xiv. 
22 ; xvi. 15 ; xxiv. 24 ; Eom. x. 8 ; Gal. i. 23 ; 
Heb. X. 23 ; Jude 3. 

These words, thea, relate not, in the remotest 
degree, to the possibility of true Christians 
becoming outcasts from the Divine favour and 
from heayen. The apostle was not thinking of 
this subject, nor does he teach anything con- 
cerning it here, though he does elsev^here, as 
may be seen in the quotations from his letters 
which are given in this little book. It is one 
thing for pretended teachers of Christianity to 
deny its fundamental truths, but quite another 
thing for truly converted and renewed men to 
become final apostates from the Lord Jesus and 
His gospel. To persons of the former class this 
passage does refer ; to the possibility of so falling 
away from Christ as to perish everlastingly it 
makes not the slightest reference. 

Dear Christian reader, study daily to " crucify 
the flesh with its affections and lusts." Make 
the precepts of the Divine Word the law, the 
directory, of your life. Be obedient, in all 
things, to your gracious and holy Father who 
is in heaven— 

" And such a Father's arm, 
With such a Father's love, 
From all that can destroy or liarm 
A sure defence will prpve." 
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"Having ^MnTmtimi^ beeaue tbej have oast oif tluir 

flnt ftitlu"— 1 Timothy ▼. IS. 

This verse, like tbat wbicli was last noticed, is 
quoted by many for the same purpose, and with 
just as little reason. Indeed, one cannot help 
wondering that any man of ordinary intelligence 
can adduce these words to prove that sincere 
Christians may become final apostates from Jesus 
and His salvation, for they do not refer to that 
subject in the remotest degree : the Apostle was 
not thinking of it at the time. 

The original word {krima) which our trans- 
lators render by the term ''damnation" — a 
word which, to say the least, they were too fond 
of using — (see, for example, Eom. iii. 8 ; xiii. 2 ; 
xiv. 23 ; 1 Cor. xi. 29 ; &c.) has no reference to 
final condemnation, or the sentence of eternal 
wrath which will be pronounced against the 
impenitent and unbelieving. The ablest scholars 
agree in saying that the passage ought to be 
rendered, ''having censure, or condemnation, 
because they have made light of their first faith,' ^ 
viz., that which they pledged to their former 
husbands. The apostle refers here to the second 
marriage of a female, which was not then con- 
sidered creditable ; which, in fact, was thought 
to indicate want of right feeling towards the 
first husband, or to throw a slight on his me- 
mory. Paul does not condemn Christian widows 
for marrying a second time, or teach that there 
was any guilt in so doing, — ^still less that it 
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amounted to the terrible and ruinous sin of 
apostacy, — but it was very proper to expect that 
Buch females as he refers to in the 9th verse, 
who were employed as assistants in some de- 
partments of Christian usefulness, and were to 
be aged women, should not marry again, but 
devote themselves wholly to the work assigned 
them. To the discharge of these duties young 
widows were not to be called, lest, by their 
marrying a second time — which God had left 
them at liberty to do if they thought proper, 
and if they united themselves to godly com- 
panions (ver. 14 ; 2 Cor. vi. 14 ; vii. 39) — they 
might not only be unable to attend to such 
duties, but, in the peculiar circumstances of 
the times, 'bring a measure of discredit on the 
religion of Christ. 

But what has all this to do with the inse- 
curity of believers, or with the possibility of 
their becoming apostates from the Lord Jesus ? 
Not the slightest reference to that subject is 
here made, and he who teaches to the contrary 
must be able to see things where they do not 
exist, and to extract lessons from texts of Scrip- 
ture which they do not contain, nor werQ e?er 
intended to convey. 

Let no Christian,, then, be discouraged by 
reading this passage, nor by the erroneous ex- 
position of it which we here condemn. Sincere 
disciples of Jesus may ever say, " We are not 
of them who draw back into perdition ; but of 
them that believe to the saving of the soul. 
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(Heb. xi. 39.) Every one of them may joyfullj 
fling— 

" My Prince and my Saviour on high, 
Supplies and protects me with care ; 
He'll guide me till called to enjoy 
The mansion He went to prepare." 



1 TiKOVHT vi. 10 ; a Timothy iv. 10 ; Heb&xwv iii. 6^ 12, IS, 14 ; 

iv. i—n. 

HATiNa asked two or three friends to'give me 
lists of texts that they had heard quoted in 
opposition to the view which is defended in this 
little book, that no passage so used should be 
passed over, I find among them 1 Tim. vi. 10 ; 
2 Tim. iv. 10 ; Heb. iii. 6, 12, 18, 14 ; iv. 1—11. 
It does seem strange that any one should 
make such a use of these passages, for little 
attention is requisite, we think, to convince any 
impartial reader— one who had no purpose to 

^erve ^that they do not furnish evidence in 

favour of the view which they are thus adduced 
to support. We will not pass them by, how- 
ever, without a few remarks. 



** For the love of money is the [rather *'a"] root of all 
ovil : whioh while some coveted after, they have erred 
from the faith., and pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows."—! Timothx vi. w. 

Who can doubt this ? Does it not express one 
of the most painfully common facts we meet in 
every day life ? Ah! yes; *' the 7oi?e of money " 
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leads into countless evils; hardens the heart; 
drives men from God, and truth, and holy fel- 
lowships ; slays tens of thousands of souls ; 
causes those who are under its fearful influence 
to reject God's teachings, and to turn their 
backs upon every Divine admonition and coun- 
sel I We see it, and we hear of it, nearly every 
day of our lives. And, as the necessary result 
of this idolatry (Col. iii. 5), they fall a prey to 
" many sorrows," and ultimately to that sorrow 
which is the sum of all others, and admits of no 
alleviation, " the blackness of darkness for ever." 
Truly '* they that will be rich " — whose intense 
and earnest desire* goes out after earthly good— 
'' fall into temptation and a snare, and into many 
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
destruction and perdition" (ver. 9.) 

" Oh ! cursed love of gold, when for thy sake 
The fool throws up his interest in both worlds." 

But what has this to do with sincere Christians P 
Can any one famish a particle of evidence to 
prove that the word " some," used here by the 
apostle, included a single individual who was 
renewed in heart by the Holy Spirit ? It is, 
indeed, true of many mere prof essors of religion, 
who, notwithstanding, are " men of the world," 
having their affections set upon things below, 

* This is the state of mind indicated by the words 
'* will be rich" He is making no reference to rich men, 
as silch, or to those who, in the providence of God, may 
be made the stewards of earthly riches, but to those who 
intensely and earnestly desire this world's wealth. 



Si 
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" who mind earthly things " (Phil. iii. 19) ; but 
it applies not to true benevers in Jesus, though 
they are very properly exhorted to " flee these 
things," and to follow after all the graces of the 
Holy Spirit, for only by so doing can they 
manifest their unearthly character, and glorify 
their Father who is in heaven. 



''For Demas liath forsakeii me, liaTixig loved this 
present world."— 2 timothy iv. 10. 

"Why are these words quoted to prove that true 
believers in Jesus may become filial apostates ? 
They assert, they teach, they imply, no such 
idea. "We suppose it is taken for granted by 
some brethren that Demas was a genuine dis- 
ciple of Christ, one who believed in Bim as his 
Lord and Saviour. We demur to this, however, 
and ask. Where is the proof ? Who can furnish 
it ? We need hardly say, no one can. In the 
absence of such proo^ then, what do these words 
establish ? Just this — ^that Demas, because of 
his inordinate love of earthly things, forsook 
Paul. This is what it proves, and nothing 
more. It is not said that he was ''a new 
creature ; "^and could it be proved that he was — 
which it cannot — who vdll then say that he did 
not subsequently repent of his sm, return to 
the fellowship of his Saviour and the godly, and 
die in the faith and hope of the gospel P Before 
this verse can be made to support the view which 
IS thus attempted to be built upon it, proof 
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mast be furilislied, first — ^that Demas was a sin- 
cere believer in Jesus ; and secondly — ^that if he 
were he never returned to holy paths and conduct 
at'ter he forsook Paul. If he did not so return 
where is the proof that he was ever a converted 
man P And if he were, or had been, a converted 
man, where is the proof that he did not return 
to the ways of the Lord, and die glorying in the 
gospel of the Eedeemer p 



"If we hold fast the confidence and the r^oioing of 
the hope firm nnto the end," Scc. — Hxbrbws tii. 6, 12 — m. 

The word " if " in these, and some other verses of 
like character, is regarded by many brethren as 
implying the possibility of true Christians failing 
to hold on their way, and becoming final apos- 
tates. But this is building on it far more tnan 
there is any warrant for; it implies no such 
thing. And who supposes, or teaches, that we 
shall be saved if we do not " hold fast the con- 
fidence and the rejoicing of the hope [which we 
have in Jesus] firm unto the end ? *' Is there 
such a teacher in the land ? And if there be, 
who regards him as a sane man ? But does any 
one assert that our continuing to hold fast to 
Jesus is the cause, and not the effect, of His 
continuing to hold us, and to keep us from 
falling? If BO, we regard him as teaching a 
most awfully false lesson, and as robbing the 
Holy Lord of the glory which is His only, and 

a 
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which is ever due to Hia name. It is by con- 
tmmng to confess and ob^ Christ tluit we 
evidence our newness of li&, and prore onr 
fidelity to the cause of Qod. But we beg to 
ask — Is the fruit on a tree the cause of its 
life ? Do men walk in order to be made alive ? 
Or rather. Is not the fruit the result and proof 
of life — the evidence of its being a living tree ? 
And do we not walk because we are aJive, not 
that we may be made so ? 

We hold and teach, then, tbat continued 
adherence to Christ is the only true proof of 
our being His disciples; — ^that, in fact, it is 
only he who endureth to the end who shall be 
saved. But we hold and teach also, that all 
sincere believers in Jesus do "endure to the 
end:" that, to use the express and beautiful 
words of an apostle, "they are kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation." 
(1 Pet. i. 6.) " He who has begun a good work 
in them will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ." (Phil. i. 6.) And this being so they 
may all sing with heartfelt gladness — 

" What can sever from Christ's love P 
Nought on earth, and nought ahove ; 
Those who to the Lamb belong, 
All shall sing the conqueror's song.'' 
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** For it is impossible for those wIlo were once enlight- 
ened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were 
made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted of the 
good word of God, and the powers of the world to oome, 
if they shall fiEdl away, to renew them again nnto ve- 
pentance: seeing they orneiiy to themselves the Son of 
God afreshi and put him to an open shame," &c.— HsB.Ti. 

4—6. 

Aiiii who believe that true ChristiaiXB may so 
''Ml away" as to perish everlastingly, adduce 
this passage in support of their opinion. That 
it has the appearance, at first sight, of favouring 
their view, we readily grant, while we cannot 
believe that it does sustain it, as, we think, a 
more careful examination will prove. 

Before going £Eirtber we remark that this is, 
confessedly, a very difficult portion of the Divine 
Word. Unless, therefore, its meaning can be 
dearly set forth, it should not be quoted in dis- 
proof of a doctrine which tens of thousands of 
the most intelligent Christianfl on earth believe 
to be taught in numerous parts of Holy Scrip- 
ture, and in the clearest and plainest terms that 
language can teach it. No sensible man would 
propose that the difficult portions of a written 
document should rule, as to their explanation 
or meaning, those which are plain and easy to 
be understood, and which they apparently con- 
tradict. 

There are four different views taken of this 
passage by respective clashes of expositors :-^ 
1. That it does not refer to sincere Christians, 
but to mere professors, who, however far ad- 
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▼anced in knowledge, and endowed with gifts, 
were not genuine disciples of the Bedeemer. 
2. That it is sincere Christians who are in- 
tended, but that the words do not teach that 
they may be everlastingly lost. 3. That it 
refers to true believers, and proves the possi- 
bility of their becoming final apostates. 4. That 
the sin against the Holy Spirit is that to which 
reference is here made, and that the persons 
mentioned were guilty of committing it, and 
could not, therefore, be saved. There is diffi- 
culty connected with each of these views ; but 
the first — that this passage does not apply to 
true Christians, but to mere professors only, 
who had much knowledge of Divine things, and 
many gifts, is, we believe, encumbered with less 
difficulty than either of the others. The fourth 
opinion — ^that it refers to the sin against the 
Holy Spirit — is held by very few, which does 
not at all surprise us. If, however, it could be 

E roved that Paul was thinking of this sin when 
e penned the above words, it would be con- 
clusive evidence that they do not refer to sincere 
Christians, for the sin against the Holy Spirit 
was never committed by any such. This we 
take for granted. 

The reader is requested to give candid atten- 
tion to the following remarks : — 

First, then, the apostle does not say that the 
persons to whom he refers do really apostatize 
from Christ : he puts it in the form of a sup- 

Eosition, " if they shall fall away," &c. This 
let has been noticed and remarked on by 
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many, and should be allowed to have some 
weight. Could it be proved, or were we to 
admit, that sincere Christians are intended, the 
passage would not then teach that they may 
finally perish, for the apostle does not say this, 
nor give any warrant whatever to conclude that 
he entertained such an idea. That it was never 
in his mind, since he was constituted an *^ am- 
bassador for Christ," is proved b^ what he says 
in many places. (See Bom. i. 16 j v. 10; 
viiL 1, 29, 30, 33—39 ; Eph. i. 13, 14 ; iv. 30 ; 
Philip i. 6; 2 Thess. ii. 13; Heb. viii. 12; 
X. 39.) 

Secondly, What does he mean, or what can 
he mean, by contrasti'og, as he here does, sincere 
Christians with those who were only apparently 
such ? The former he compares to ** the eartn 
which drinkethinthe rain that cometh oft upon 
it, and bringeth forth herbs (or fruits) meet for 
those by whom it is dressed" (ver. 7) ; while 
the latter are compared to the ground " which 
beareth thorns and briars " (ver. 8.) This, we 
think, should go far to prove that the apostle 
was not speaking here of true Christians, but 
of nominal ones, though, at the same time, they 
were the subjects of many gifts. The quality 
of the &uit shows, conclusively, what the nature 
of the tree which bears it is. The absence of 
holy fruit proves that there is no spiritual life 
in the soul. True Christians do not bring forth 
" thorns and briars," but ** the fruits of right- 
eousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the 
glory and praise of God." (Philip, i. 11 ; Gal. 

g2 
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V. 22 — ^24.) While graces are gifts — yea, the 
most precious of all gifts that G-od bestows on 
men — gifts are not graces (1 Sam. x. 10 ; Matt. 
vii. 22, 23 ; 1 Cor. xiii. 1, 2) ; and there may be 
a large amount of knowledge ; — ^there may be a 
deep insight into the doctrines and principles of 
the Divine Word ; — extraordinary gifts may be 
possessed ; — clear views of many Scripture truths 
may be held^ — outward morality may be long 
and scrupulously exhibited, &c., while the heart 
is unrenewed, and the soul totally destitute of 
spiritual life. Many — alas ! too many — have a 
name to live while they are, in reality, dead — 
*' dead in trespasses and sins." God gave king 
Saul "another heart" (1 Sam. x. 10), but it 
was not a regenerate one ; Herod " heard John 
gladly, and did many things *' (Mark vii. 20) ; 
but both of them gave too much evidence that 
as they lived, so they died, in their natural, or 
unrenewed state, it matters "little how many 
seemingly religious things men may do, if they 
refuse to yield their hearts unto God ; nor how 
much of tiivine or other knowledge they possess, 
if they do not know themselves to be lost and 
ruined sinners, and know God as their forgiving 
and reconciled Father in Christ Jesus. 

We remark, thirdly, and in connection with 
what has just been said, that while there is 
considerable difficulty, as we confess, and as, we 
think, no candid man will deny, in explaining 
some of the expressions here used, there ia not 
one unequivocal feature of Christian character 
fiientioned in the M or 5th verse. The apostle 
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does not say they were regenerated ; or peni^ 
tent ; or pardoned ; or justified ; or adopted 
into the spiritual family of God : they are not 
spoken of as loving Qod and His people ; or 
believing and rejoicing in Christ Jesus as their 
Saviour and Lord ; or as those who enjoyed the 
holy fellowship of the godly ; or as exercising 
Christian hope ; or being fruitful in good works 
— works done in obedience to the Divine will, 
and for God's glory. All these are genuine 
characteristics ofsincere Christians, but — not one 
of them is mentioned in connection with, or as 
being possessed hy, these apostates. This should 
be carefully noted. In several other places 
Paul mentions distinct marks of true Christians, 
and rejoices in the fact that they were found in 
those to whom he wrote (see Rom. i, 8 ; 1 Cor. 
i. 1—7 ; 2 Cor. i 7 ; Eph. i. 13—16; ii. 1, Ac. ; 
Philip, i. 4—7 ; iii. 3 ; Col. i. 3—6 ; 1 Thess. i. 
2, 3, &c.) And this he would doubtless have 
done here if he had beeu thinking at the time 
of sincere believers in Jesus. Why, too, if 
genuine cGsciples of Christ be intended, did the 
apostle say, " But beloved, we are persuaded 
better things of you, even things that accom- 
pany salvation,** &c. What "better things" 
ftre there than regeneration, repentance towards 
God, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, love to 
Christians, &c., all of which, if they were ** new 
creatures," these professors must aud would 
have experienced. But these graces they had 
not. " The root of the matter " was not in 
them. Hence the apostle says of those to whom 
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he wrote, " We are persaaded better things of 
you, eyen things that accompany salyation ;" 
or, as Dr. Doddridge paraphrases it, ''things 
that bring salvation along with them." And of 
these beUeyers he says further — ^"'for God is 
not unrighteous to forget your work and labour 
of loye, which ye haye showed towards His 
name, in that ye haye ministered to [the wants 
of] the saints, and do [continue to] minister '* 
(yer. 10.) Here are indeed "fruits /of the 
Spirit;" proofs that they were ''aliye unto 
God ; " loye of the brethren for the sake of 
their Master and Lord. But nothing of this 
sort is said of the professors alluded to in yerses 
4 — 0, and it is yery unfair, we think, for anj 
expositor not to give due consideration to this 
fact. 

Fourthly, — We beg to repeat, for it is of 
great importance, — that in the interpretation 
of documents we should always explain diffi- 
cult or ambiguous passages on any given sub- 
ject by those which, on the same subject, are 
plain and unmistakeable. No one, we presume, 
will call in question the justness of this law of 
interpretation ; it must commend itself to the 
common sense of all reasonable men. Our 
Blessed Lord acted on it when He so success- 
fully met the temptations of the great adver- 
sary. (Matt. iv. 3 — 10.) He did not explain 
the passages which "the tempter" used, but 
quoted others that were clearly opposed to the 
unholy use which the " evil one" sought to make 
of those which he adduced. The question then 
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arises, — Is the doctrine of the saints' final pre- 
servation, — which many say is disproved by the 
passage now under consideration, — referred to 
elsewhere in the Bible in plain terms — terms 
which are so easy to be understood that they 
present no difficulty whatever ? We request 
the reader to calmly peruse, before going 
forward, the following texts: — 1 Sam. xii. 22 ; 
Job xvii. 9 ; Psa. xxxvii. 23, 24, 28 ; Ixxxix. 33 ; 
ciii. 12 ; cxxi. ; Isa. liv. 10 ; Jer. xxxi. 
33, 34 ; xxxii. 40 ; Mai. iii. 6 ; John iii. 18 ; 
V. 24; vi. 37—39; x. 27--30 ; 1 Pet. i. 6. 
Bead also those referred to on p. 161, which 
will be found in the epistles of Pavlf the same 
sacred writer whose words are now before us. 
Presuming, then, that the reader has attentively 
perused these portions of Holy Scripture, we 
ask, — What do they say relative to the matter 
in hand ? Do they not teach, and with all pos- 
sible clearness, — indeed in the most careiully 
chosen language, — that ** the Lord will not for- 
sake His people : " that ** though they fall, 
they shall not be utterly cast down," because 
they are upheld by the Divine arm : that their 
gracious Father "will not take His loving- 
kindness from them, nor suffer His faithfulness 
to fail : " that He has " removed " their sins 
from them "as far as the east is from the 
west : " that " He will perfect that which con- 
cemeth them," namely, the work of grace in 
their souls: that "His kindness shall not 
depart from them, nor the covenant of His 
peace be removed : " that " He will remember 
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their sms no more : " that ^ hecaose of His erer- 
lasting covenant" He ^will not turn away 
from them : " that all who believe the gospel 
shall be sayed: that Christ's "sheep shall 
never perish, or be plucked out of His hands : " 
that nothing in the universe can "separate 
them from the love of Grod in Christ Jesus : " 
that ^* He who has begun a good work in them 
will perform," or complete it: that they are 
" kept " as in an impregnable garrison, ^* by the 
power of Qod through faith unto salvation ? ** 
That this is their lesson cannot be doubted, un- 
less words have no de&oite meaning, in which 
case the Bible can be of no use to men, and it is 
impossible even for God to instruct them. The 
terms used by Paul here (Heb. vi. 4—6), are 
confessedly ambiguous, — ^they are not easy to 
be understood, — and should not, therefore, be 
quoted to disprove or contradict that which is 
taught, with all possible plainness^ in numerous 
parts of the Sacred writings. In other words, 
the doubtful places must be explained by those 
which are explicit, not those which are explicit 
by the doubtful. 

Fifthly, — How wiU the case stand if we con- 
clude that the apostle does refer here to true 
Christians ? Will it not then prove too much, 
even that there can be no such thing as the 
restoration of backsliders to the Divine favor 
and fellowship? We can easily understand 
that it is " impossible " for men to be saved 
who " fall away " from formerly professed faith 
and hope in Christ, and reject God*s only 
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method of saving sinners. Numbers go a great 
way in profession who have not " the root of 
the matter " in them ; and of this class many 
subsequently throw off their mask, and appear 
in their true character, as Julian did, whose 
epithet of " apostate " would be sadlv mis- 
applied if understood to mean more than an 
apostate from a loose and general profession of 
Christianity. The defection of ten thousand 
such would not prove that one new creature in 
Christ Jesus had ever been lost. But could 
the apostle mean to say that '* it is impossible 
to renew" genuine disciples of the Saviour 
" again unto repentance, if they shall fall away *' 
from their Lord and Master, and backslide from 
Him and His gospel ? " Impossible ! " nay, 
verily, for that sinner does not live on earth, no 
matter what may be the number or aggravation 
of his sins, — whether a backslider from the 
ways of God, or one who never made the 
slightest profession of religion, — ^whose salva- 
tion is impossible, except as it is made so by 
continuing in impenitence and unbelief. 

We conclude, then, — not because we think 
there is no difficulty in this passage, far from it, 
but because we believe it does not refer to 
genuine Christians, and if it did, does not 
say that they ever become final apostates, — 
that while there is much here to alarm false 
professors, even those among them who possess 
the most shining gifts, there is nothing what- 
ever to distress the subjects of " a broken and 
a contrite heart,*' who are reposing for sal- 
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Tatdon on the finished work of Christ. Diffi- 
culties they may have, jand sore temptations ; 
trials may fill their cup, and they may be very 
familiar with sorrows, but— 

" God will keep His own anointed ; 

Nought shall harm them, none condemn : 
All their trials are appointed ; 
All must work for good to tiiiem : 

All shall help them 
To their heavenly diadem.** 



" For If we sin wilfblly after that we have received 
the Imowledge of the truth, there remalneth no more 
Bacrlflce for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of 
Judgment and fiery indignation, which Bhall devour the 
adversaries. He that despised Moses' law died without 
mercy under two or three witiiesses: of how much 
sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he he thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, 
and hath counted the blood of the covenant, where- 
with He was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done 
despite unto the Spirit of grace? "—Hzbkbws x. 26—29. 

Those who believe that it is possible for true 
Christians to become final apostates from Jesus, 
appeal, very confidently, to this passage, as one 
that, in their judgment, strongly favors, if not 
absolutely sustains, their view. While we 
accord to our opposing brethren as much credit 
for sincerity, — as much anxiety to believe and 
hold the truth, — as we claim for ourselves, we 
are of opinion that this passage does not so 
prove. Moreover, the doctrine of the saint's 
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final preservation and perseverance is built 
upon so many plain and positive declarations of 
Scripture, that it cannot be disproved by any 
one or more texts that seem to teach the oppo- 
site doctrine. And that the language here 
used only seems to do so, and was not intended 
to do so, we now proceed to show. It refers, — 
not to sins committed by those who believed 
the gospel, but to the deliberate and deter- 
mined rejection of that " great salvation." 

When the apostle' says, " If we sin wilfully," 
Ac., he cannot refer to every wilful sin com- 
mitted by professing or real Christians. No, 
he meant to teach, that if, affcer hearing ^' the 
way of salvation '* by the one only *' ifame " 
(Acts iv. 12) put before them, sinners " wil- 
fully " reject and refuse to be saved by it, there 
is then no around of hope or refuge left them, 
for there is- "no other sacrifice for sins" 
appointed by Q-od, or of any value in His sight, 
tnan the one which they reject. This is simple 
enough, and it is, we believe, the very idea 
which was in the apostle's mind, and which the 
Holy Spirit meant to teach by him, when he 
penned these words. The gospel cannot, in the 
nature of things, save those who reject it. 
The glorious Eeaeemer is '* able to save to the 
uttermost" — ^to the very last one — "all who 
come unto Gk)d by Him, seeing He ever liveth 
to make intercession for them." (Heb. vii. 25.) 
But, as a man may perish from hunger, or thirst, 
or disease, while food, water, or suitable medi- 
cine may be within his reach, and even pressed 

H 



194 rsiCHAHeiKe iiovx. 

upon his acceptance, so if men ^ ain wilfullj" in 
rejecting the gospel, after hearing its merciful 
provisionB, ^' there remaineth no other sacrifice 
for sins," no other way of escape from ^' the wrath 
to come," and therefore they cannot he saved, 
they must perish, and 'Hheir hlood is upon 
their own heads." (Ezek. xxsiii. 5.) The persons 
here alluded to are evidently denpisers of the 
Divine method of ^salvation. This is manifest 
from their heing called " adversarieSy*' as weU aa 
from their being compared to those who, under 
the Levitical dispensation, *' despised Moses' 
law." (Num. xv. 30, 31.) To be adverse to 
the gospel, and to despise it, are their guilty 
characteristics : and these are the worst that 
men can have, or be the subjects of. Not one 
word is said, or even a hint given, which would 
imply that they had ever been the subjects of 
penitence ; faith in Christ ; regeneration ; love 
to G-od or Christians; hope; or any other 
" fruit of the Spirit." The expression " where- 
with he was sanctified," refers, we believe, to the 
" Son of G-od," not to the rejector of the gospel 
here spoken of. Christ Jesus was " sanctified" — 
or set aparty as the word radically signifies — 
(Exod. xix. 10), to the great work of redemp- 
tion, by the Father (John z. 36), and by 
Himself (John xvii. 17) ; in harmony with the 
Divine word, "the counsel of peace shall be 
between them both." (Zech. vi. 13.) The 
pronoun "he" has for its nearest antecedent 
" the Son of God," and there is no necessity 
for going back to a more remote one. Tha 
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declaration of the apostle in the thirty-ninth 
verse, " But we are not of them who draw back 
nnto perdition ; but of them that believe to the 
saving of the soul," is clear proof enough, we 
think, that he was not speaking of genuine 
Christians in verses 26 — 29. If, however, any 
one still contends that sincere believers are 
here spoken of, and that the aposfcle teaches the 
possibility of their becoming final apostates, 
we beg to ask, — ^Is it true that a person who 
" sins wilfully after receiving the knowledge of 
the truth," — that is, as they interpret it, after 
believing the gospel, — must be lost ? Is it true 
that for that man there is no salvation? Is 
his condition utterly hopeless ? Must he con- 
clude that in his case " Qod's mercy is clean 
gone for ever ; that He will be favourable no 
more; that He hath in anger shut up His 
tender mercies," and will not open the door of 
hope any more ? If the expression, " receiving 
ihe knowledge of the truth," mean, receiving it 
in faith and love, as newborn souls do, the con- 
clusion must follow, that no believer who sins 
wilfully has the slightest hope of pardon or 
salvation ! Such a view of the case would 
exclude tens of thousands of the saints of God 
from heaven. But as it is certain that ** there is 
forgiveness with God " for all who seek it in 
the Divinely-appointed way (Psa. cxxx. 4, 7 ; 
John iii. 16; Kev. xxii. 17), — that nothing can 
exclude from pardon and life but impenitence 
and unbelief, — we must reject the above inter- 
pretation of the words, and apply them to those 
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who "sin wilfully" in rejecting tbe gospel— ^ 
who despise, and refuse to be saved by, God^B 
only remedy for the guilt, dominion, and penalty 
due to sin. The expression, *'Hath done 
despite unto the Spirit of grace," refers, not to 
any internal struggle against the Holy Spirit's 
operations on the mind^ as many imagine, but 
to the insult offered Him in disbelieving and 
rejecting the gospel, which is His testimony, 
the message of His grace. The original word 
(envhrizo) means, '* to offer a contemptuous or 
contumelious injury or outrage to ; to treat with 
indignity and scorn." Wherever the Holy 
Spirit operates, He operates effectually. What 
He intends to accomplish is always effected. 
(Isa. xlvi. 10.) But awfully, indeed, do those 
insult " the Spirit of grace " who wilfully reject 
His message ot mercy and salvation in Jesus, 
and trample, as it were, " under foot the Son 
of God," of whom He so fuUy and graciously 
testifies, and treat "the precious blood of 
Christ" as an "unholy, or, a common 
" thing ! " Of all the sins that men do or 
can commit this is the greatest. Those who 
are guilty of it are not only in open rebellion 
against God, but they treat with contempt His 
most gracious and merciful plan of reconcilia- 
tion ! Eeader, you may, even now, be guilty of 
this sin ! O pause then, and ask yourself, Am 
I ? And be assured that you are if you have 
not gratefully received your merciful Creator's 
overtures of pardon and peace in Jesus. Oh ! 
what will the recollection of the gospel be to 
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those who heard it, — ^in many cases for years, — 
but who believed it not ! To such indeed that 
gospel will be " the savour of death unto 
death ! " (2 Cor. ii. 15, 16.) Lower, far, than 
the lost angels must they sink who despise ^' the 
blood of the covenant ! '* That blood repre- 
sents the concentrated essence of the Divine 
compassion, and God says it is the only Atone- 
ment that satisfies His holy law and justice, 
And that can avail for the pardon of sin. And 
yet men deliberately reject it ! despise it ! 
refuse to be saved by it ! Oh ! it will be " a 
fearful thing " indeed for all such " adversaries *' 
of Christ and His salvation "to fall into the 
hands of the living God " (ver. 31) ; who, 
living for ever, can for ever punish the guilty 
beings who would not become reconciled to 
Him in the way of His own most merciful 
appointment, died in their sins (John viii. 24), 
and were " driven away in their wickedness." 
(Prov. xiv. 32.) This, however, has nothing 
to do with those who are " in Christ Jesus ; " 
VB'ho, having believed in His name, " have ever' 
lasting life, and shall not come into condemna- 
i^on, but are passed from death unto life.*' 
(John V. 24.) They have a sharp conflict 
indeed to maintain, and the enemies of their 
Bpiritnal life are neither few nor feeble 
(Eph. vi. 12), but— 

*' While fighting in their Saviour's strength, 
Though mighty are their foes ; 
They shall he conquerors at length, 
O'er all that can oppose." 

h2 
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" Looking diligently lest any man fidl of tbe grace 

of God>"— HzBB,zw8 xii. 15. 

" This text," it is remarked, " would be more 
correctly rendered, * fall from the ^;race of God,* 
and it then furnishes a proof that it is possible 
for sincere believers in Christ, — ^those who are > 
renewed by * the grace of Ghod,' — to become final 
apostates from their Lord and Saviour." 

There is no doubt that the words " fall from," 
or fall short of, " the grace of God," are a faithful 
rendering of the original ; but what there is in 
these words to prove that believers may fall out 
of the Divine favor, lose their standing or 
security in Jesus, and be everlastingly lost, we 
are utterly unable to imagine. Such an idea 
may be brought to the passage, but it certainly 
is not in it. It arises, we suppose, from con- 
cluding that the expression ** grace of God," 
used here, means, a state of reconciliation with 
God. But this conclusion is built on a shadow, 
it has nothing whatever to support it. The 
phrase " grace of God " is used in several senses 
in the New Testament, meaning sometimes, the 
Divine favor and blessing (Luke ii. 40, &c.) ; 
Divine direction and guidance (Acts ziv. 26 ; 
XV. 40, &c.) ; holy conduct — the. effect of Divine 
operation and truth in the soul (Acts xi. 23) ; 
the good pleasure, or sovereignty of God, apart 
from, and in opposition to, all human deserts 
(Rom. V. 15 ; 1 Cor. xv. 10, &c.) ; the gospel, 
as originating in, and flowing out of, the grace 
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of God, or the Diyine mercy. (Acts ziii. 43 ; 
2 Cor. vL 1; GW. ii. 21; Eph. iii. 2; Col. L 6; 
Tit. ii. 11 ; 1 Pet. v. 12.) , It is very evident, 
we think, that this last sense is the one intended 
bj the apostle in this verse, and not a state of 
reconcilmtion with Gt)d. Of such an idea he 
was not then thinkings but of the danger they 
were in of rejecting the Christian system, of 
" receiving the grace of God," or the doctrine 
of the gospel, '' in vain,'' as all do who refuse 
to be saved by it. And with great propriety, 
as well as in aeepest love, did Paul exhort ms 
brother Israelites to be careinl of falling away 
from, or rejecting, the merciful plan of s^vation 
which is iQ Christ Jesus, and which flows out 
of the measureless grace and compassion of the 
Most High God. And we, too, believing that 
for all hearers of the gospel there is no hope 
but what is held out in that gracious proclama- 
tion of mercy, should warn men, with all pos- 
sible earnestness and faithfulness, that tiliey 
turn not a deaf ear to Heaven's overtures of 
compassion and reconciliation. 

While these words, then, say nothing as to 
the security or insecurity of believers, and 
should not be quoted at all in this controversy, 
they ought to be very earnestly pondered by all 
who hear the glad tidings of the " grace of God '* 
sounded in their ears ; for if that Divine plan 
oJT mercy be rejected by them, their salvation 
is impossible I Dear reader, are you '* looking 
diligently " to this all-important matter P Have 
you joyfully accepted Jesus as your Sacrifice, 
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And all His saiats, and all His angel bands, 

As glorious they on high ascended, sang 

' Glory to God and to the Lamb I ' they sang 

Messiah, fairer than the sons of men, 

And altogether lovely. 

***** 

Thns the Messiah, with the hosts of bliss, 
Entered the gates of heaven, unquestioned now, 
Which closed behind them, to go ovi no more; 
And stood, accepted, in His Father's sight, 
Before the glorious, everlasting throne, 
Pbbsentino all His saints, not one was lost. 
Of all that EEb in covenant regeived." 
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it be first proved, then, that the apostle was 
thinking or sincere disciples of Jesus when he 
wrote these words, for until this shall be done 
nothing whatever will be accomplished by those 
who quote them to prove that regenerate per- . 
sons may become final apostates. But where 
is there a sentence or statement in this entire 
passage, from the tenth verse to the last, which 
shows that it was to pardoned and justified 

Eersons Peter was referring ? There are many, 
owever, to establish the contrary view. GPhose 
of whom he here speaks are not said to have 
been believers in Jesus ; regenerate ; pardoned; 
justified ; led by the Spirit ; reconciled to God ; 
adopted into the Divine family ; new creatures 
in Christ Jesus ; or the subjects of love ; hope ; 
peace with God ; or any other grace. Indeed, 
there is no wnegmvoccd or esBential feature of 
Chriaticm chcvracter named in the passable, while 
what is said leaves no room to doubt that the 
persons referred to were heartless professors, 
such as another apostle compares to *' sounding 
brass, or a tinkling cymbal. (I Cor. xiii. 1.) 
Let the reader peruse all that is said of them, 
from the first verse of the chapter to the last, 
and he will find that, not only is ther^ no evi- 
dence to prove that they were new creatures in 
Christ Jesus, bat there is a very large mass 
of proof to establish the contrary. They are 
said to have " forsaken the right way ; " to be 
"wells without water;" their profession was 
not based upon holy, God-hononng principles, 
4mt they were '< servants of corruption ;" serving 
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siiif while professing, in some loose way, to 
serve Christ ; men of mere outward reforma- 
tion, having some knowledge of the doctrines' 
and duties of Christianitj ; who abandoned, for 
appearanee sake, some of their more flagrant 
and outward vices, but had never seen the ex- 
ceeding sinfulness of sin, bad no saving know- 
ledge of the Lord Jesus, nor were ever united 
to Him by faith in His name. Many, we 
know, do '' escape the pollutions of the world " 
in their gross or open manifestations, in con- 
sequence of their general religious knowledge 
and attention to the means of grace, who have 
never yielded their hearts unto God, repented 
of sin, or believed the gospel. Perhaps every 
Christian minister could point to many of his 
hearers upon whom " the word preached " has 
had thiB amount of influence, who are yet un- 
renewed in heart. Their grosser sins are aban- 
doned, and their general moral character is 
improved, it may be a good deal, while they are 
yet unregenerate. And how often, alas ! do we 
see these persons ''turn away from the holy 
commandment which was delivered to them, * 
but for which they had no real love, and to 
which they gave no cordial welcome of heart. 
And, as the apostle says, — ** It happens to them 
according to the true proverb, The dog is 
turned to his own vomit again ; and the sow 
that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.'* 
This external washing makes no change in their 
nature. It was nothing more than an outward 
operation. And so with all mere professors ;— 
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in returning to their sins, which they never hated 
because they were sins against a Holy God, — 
in "wallowing in the mire of secretly-loved 
iniquity, which they never repented of, they 
only manifest their real character ; professional 
restraint is thrown off, and they are themselves 
again. And surely no one will deny that it 
would have been " better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness " than, after 
they had this knowledge of it, " to turn from 
the holy commandment [which had been] deli- 
vered unto them." They incur greater con- 
demnation. They strengthen others in sin. 
They dishonor the cause of religion. They 
bring repi^oach upon that holy name by which 
they were called. They sin against light and 
knowledge. " They crucify to themselves the 
Son of God afresh,, and put Him to an open 
shame " (Heb. vi. 6) ! Who can wonder, then, 
that " the latter end is worse with them than 
the beginning?*' seeing that their guilt and 
condemnation are greatly aggravated by their 
knowledge, their opportunities, and their pro- 
fessions ? They go to " the judgment seat of 
Christ " with a very much greater amount of 
responsibility than if they had died when they 
had no knowledge of the Saviour, and before 
" the holy commandment " to yield themselves 
■unto God in Christ, and to cleave to Him for 
pardon and salvation, had been " delivered unto 
them." 

This passage, then, refers not to the regene- 
rate. To genuine disciples of Jesus it has no 
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His gracious and Ood-honoring lessons. (Matt, 
xi. 24.) 



«< 



Bat they that id the Lamb confide. 

And shelter in His bleeding side, 

Shall see each danger overpast, 

live through all storms ; bb satbd at last.*' 



"Befware lest ye also, Mug led away wltb the error off 
tlie widkedi fUl from your own 8tedfia8tne88."-'2 Pstm 

iU. 17. 

Thesis words are often quoted to prove that 
union to Christ for a time is no proof that that 
union will be permanent. It is assumed that 
exhortations to stedfastness and perseverance 
in the ways of the Lord are proofs that the 
persons addressed might fall from the Divine 
favor, lose their connection with Jesus, and die 
in their sins ! This, however, is but an assump- 
tion, and one, too, which is destitute of any 
Scriptural authority: there is nothing in the 
Bible to sustain it. A thousand exhortations to 
" beware of faUing; ; " op of being " led away 
with the error of the wicked ; " or to "go 
forward,!' resolutely and openly, in the ways of 
the Lord, do not prove, nor were they ever 
intended to prove, that sincere believers may 
become eyerlastingly alienated from Gt)d. They 
have a specific and a truly important design : 
they urge to watcbiVilness ; perseverance in 
every good word and work ; earnest, onward 
movement in whatever relates to their Lord's 
will, honor, and serrioef that, ''growing in 

1 
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efsi68y and in tlie knowledge of oar Xxird and 
Sariour Jesus dmst,*^ thej may be ''rooted 
and grotmded in We " to Him and His salra- 
tion^ be cleaving more firmlj nnto Him, and be 
thus brinfflig forth **mach. fruit" to His 
praise, by being His '^ living epistles, known and 
read of all men«'' To quote such a passage as 
this in disproof of the safety, in Christ their 
Head, of all believerB, is to make a use of it 
which was never contemplated by the inspired 
writers, or by the Divine Spirit under whose 
inspiration they wrote. (See the remarks under 
Bom. xL 20; 1 Cor. ix. 27 ; Heb. iiL 6.) 



(« 



Then foldier of Ae crow svay wkh dreuoB ; 
Before tbioe eye EtBBM al QhOKi gtreuns ; 
In faUh, in love, in wisdom's stedfast mind. 
Arise and leave this moonlight camp behind.' 



''Be thou fiithfal unto death, and I wiU give thee a 
erown of lift." "Bnt that which ye have already hold 
fttt tffl I come.** " Hold that fut which thon hast, that 
ao fluui take thy crown.'* ''Tohsm that ovnreoinethwlU 
I grant to eU with me 1» my thnme)" Ac—RsTBAATtaK 

IL 10» 26 i ill. U, 31. 

**Thj»b/' and similar exhortations — ^it is said 
by many — ** are incompatible with the doctrine 
of the saints' final preservation and perse- 
verance." This is, no doabt, an objection that 
weighs with mamy, and' is honestly advanced, we 
believe, by not a few ; but it has no force what- 
ever as an argument against the doctrine named, 
nor does it at all prore that because such 
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cautions and admonitions are addressed to true 
believers, tbej are therefore insecure, as to their 
standing in Christ, or their continuance in the 
Divine favor. Are we to conclude that exhorta- 
tions to the discharge of duty are inconsistent 
with the certainty of Divine statements and 
promises ? Certainly not : we find both in the 
Bible, and we should believe that there is no 
real inconsistency between them. The most 
absolute promises and engagements are some* 
times associated with exhortations to the earnest 
and watchful discharge of duties-^as much as 
if their fulfilment were conditional on proper 
attention to such duties. See, for example, 
Isa. xxxviii. 5, compared with ver 21 ; Ezek. 
xxxvi. 25, &c., compared with ver. 37; Acta 
xxvii. 21, &c., compared with ver. 31. 

We do not deny that if genuine believers 
were to apostatize finally &om Jesus they would 
certainly perish everlastingly ; but we do deny 
that such a case ever occurred, or ever will 
occur. And then, all these cautions, warnings, 
admonitions, &c., tend to -promote the exercise 
of prayer, watchfulness, the study of God's 
Word, and diligence in the use of all other 
means of grace; and God works by these 
'^ means ; " they enter, as much as the end, 
into the Divine plan and purpose concerning 
believers. 

The reader is requested to peruse the remarks 
that wiU be found under ~Som. xi. 20 ; 1 Cor. 
ix. 27 ; Heb. iii. 6 ; 2 Pet. iii. 17 ; — and to do 
this before he reads any more, — as they may help 
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to plaee the abore text* (in Ber. IL, iiL) la 
proper point of riew. 



We luiTe now reviewed many portiona of 
Ood'i word, and hare found tbat, from €be 
time of Job to that of John, the DiTine pie- 
aenration of believers was the theme of inspired 
teaching, and the joy and ghidness of those 
servante of the Most High who were commis- 
sioned and inspired to teach it. Thej saw 
clearl J that this doctrine eires all the honor of 
manV salvation to OtOD, while, at the same time, 
it is eminently calculated to couifort and sustain 
the hearts of His buffeted children, and to 
make them go on their way rejoicing. And 
well may they rqoice, for — 

** Hi« love, cwoBAHaxABLS, its watch is keeping 
O'er every pilgrim of the Cross below." 

And it will continue to "keep watch*' over 
them until they reach the " land of pure delight.'* 
There, all that rejoice in Christ Jesus as their 
Baviour and King ohall enjoy the bliss and hap- 
piness which flow out of the Divine favor and 
fellowship ; be entirely and for ever free from 
all personal sin, or any propensity to commit 
it ; possess an ever-growing desire and capacity 
for all holjr ez^oyments and pursuits ; and have 
that "desire and capacity'' for ever satisfied 
^ filled from the mezhaustible treasures of 
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Jehovah, their God ! Such, brethren in Christ, 
is our glorious prospect, which we shall enjov 
through the merits of Immanuel, the ** High 
Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus ! " And 
seeing that we look for such blessedness — such 
" fulness of joy for evermore ** — " what manner 
of persons ought we to be in all holy conversa- 
tion and godliness." (2 Pet. iii. 11, 14.) O ! 
may every passing hour be a witness of our 
desire to please God, of our anxiety to promote 
the Divine gloty. To this we should be im- 
pelled by heartfelt gratitude for numberless 
mercies received ; by ardent love to our ever- 
gracious and loving Father; and by devoted 
loyalty to the honor and government of our 
Holy and Heavenly King. May He ever work 
in us by His Spirit "both to will and to do 
of His good pleasure," (Philip, ii. 12, 13.) 
Amen and Amen. 



** This done, the Glorious Judge, tumiDg to right, 
With countenance of love unspeakable, 
Beheld the righteous, and approved them thus : — 

' Ye blessed of my Father, come, ye just, 
Enter the joy eternal of your Lord ; 
Beceive your crowns, ascend, and sit with me, 
At God's right hand, in glory evermore ! ' 

Thus said the Omnipotent, Incarnate God ; 

And waited not the homage of the crowns 

Already thrown before Him, nor the loud 

' Amen ' of universal, holy praise. 
* « « * * 

i2 
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subject is here exhausted in a manner the most telling, within the 
smallest compass, and at a merely nominal price." — British Standard, 



Ward & Ca, 27, Paternoster Row; and Henry James 
Tresidder, 17, Aye Maria Lane, Paternoster Row, E.C. 
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PUBLICATIONS FOB THS YSAB 1861. 
Price 28. per dozen. 

<^ T Forgot ! " By the Eev. Samuel Mabtiit, 

-*■ of W estminster. 



A 



Price Is. per dozen. With 4 lUnstrations. 

11 Things New : a New Tear's Story for the 

Youngs 



Snper-royal 82mo., bojwd bAodsomely in doili gilt, 
gilt edges, price Is. 6d. 

Watehwords for Christians. Ey the Bey. 
JAHBS Bhith, of Chdtenham. 

** AnytUng from the pen of James Smith carries Its voacher with 
it"— Christian World. 

** Full of vrlfie counsels and saying truths." — English Presbyterian 
Messenger. 

Now ready, f cap. 8vo., with Four lUnstrationB, by E. M. 
Wimperis and J. Jackson. Engraved by W. Qieshire. 
Han<uomely bound in clotii, price 2e. 6d. 

The Fugitives pf the Gevennes Mountains : a 
Tale of the Keign of Terror in France. Adapted from 
the French of M. J. POBCHAT, Author of the ** Three Moniiis 
under the Snow," and ^' Charles l^enBseL" By the Rev. T. 
TUHSTALL HAYEBFIELD, B.D., Rector of Goddington, 

Ozon. 

** This is one of tbe tales that at once speak to the Inmost feelings 
of the heart, and which cumot be read without deep emotion." — 
JBclectie. 

** The story Is instinct with pious feeling, both general and wise, 
and its lessons are likely to make a deep impression on thoughtful 
rf»Aeti^'*—Ifoncor^formist. 

Now xeady, foap. 8yo., oloth, 2b. 6d., post free, 

Agnes Lowther ; or, Life's Struggle and Victory. 
By JOSCELINE GBAY. 
" The Yolume is composed of elegant and often pathetic sketches 
of life, such as occur in the class for whom the book is intended. li 
is correct in statement, wise in counsel, and thoroughly evangelicaL" 
— CfuHstian Witness. 



Now ready, fcsp.8v(s lUusfcrated by W. Dickesyliandsoinely 
bound in doth, price 3s. 6d. 

The MarsdoDB; or, Struggles in Life. By 
By 6. E. SABaBKT, Bsq. 

** This \b a book of tbe heart and tL book of life. Few yolnines of 
the same magnitude present so mnoh of warning and of pathos, so 
much derarying the attention of young men. No volume has ap- 
peared for many a day that is more calculated to move and melt, 
feform and Inyigorate.**— ^r<fi«A Standard, 



s 



Now ready, fcap. 8vo., cloth, price 2s. 
ketches of the Crusades. By G. P. Saegbitt, 
Esq., Author of " The MarsdenSi" &&, &o. 



Fcap. Sva, doth, price 2s. 6d. 

Bible Difficulties Explained. By the Eev. J. Q-. 
Hewlett, D.D. 

** T)r. Hewlett's aim is to satisfy that spirit of inquiry which, he 
says, is the characteristic of the present age. There are in the 
Scnriptures many common apparent eontradictions ; with the most 
general of these this little work carefully and candidly deals." — 
MamUist. 



Second Thousand, limp doih, 4d. 

he TJnited Prayer Meeting Hymn Book, 

Suited for fheuse of all denominations. 

** A better yolume for the purpose could scarcely be compiled."— 
Baptist Mdgtwine. 



T 



Super-royal 32mo., neat cover, 4d. 

nnhe Lord's Business. By the Author of 

-t " Timothy Titcomb's Letters to the YouBg." 

" The rahjects reverted to are so important to the rlRht conduct 
of the Christian enterprise of eytmgellzing the world, that we should 
be glad if we could induce every one of our readen* to possess them- 
selves of this little fourpenny tract, and, having read it themselves, 
to put it into the hands of their friends." — Sunday-school Teacher^s 
Magcuine, 



Third Thousand, royal d2mo., neat cover, price 3d. 
of Christ ; or, the Sinner's Blessedness. 



A Sight 



By the Rev. D. TnOMPSOlf, Author of *' The Bleeding 
Heart,'^ && 

" Is a beautifully written and earnest appeal to all on the subject 
of faith in Christ. It presents a striking definition or expression 
of faith in few and simple words, and is clear throughout, and 
powerful in its stjlt,**— Bradford Revievf, 



Price 8d. 

The Bible Reader's Friend ; or, Steps to Bible 
Stadies. 
This 8ID1JI work will be f onnd to contain a vast amount 
of information, and will be a most valuable present to yonng 

Btadents of the Bibleu 

12ma, price 6d. 

Sects in Syria; or, Notices of the diflferent 
Forms of Religion professed by the Inhabitants of 
Syria and Palestine: wiui an Aoooont of the recent Mas- 
sacre. By the Rev. JB. H. Ck)WPEB. 

^ Now ready, price Is. per dozen. 

The Missionary Kite : a New Missionary Story 



for Children. 



Price 2& per doeen, post free. 

^residder's Series of Twopenny Books. 

1. Unconsdons Influence. By BUSHNELL. 2nd thousand. 

2. Respectable Sin. By the same. 2nd thousand. 

8. Never Despair; a Pastoral Reminiscence, drd tiionsaad. 
4. The Right Way and the Rifl^t Season. By the Rev. Dr. 

GUTHBIE, Author of ''The Gospel in Ezekiel/' <fec 

5th thousand. 

7. Watch and Pray. By Rev. JAS. SMITH. 2nd thousand. 

8. Fear Not By the same. 2nd thousand. 

9. OnlyBelieveu By the same. 2nd thousand. 

10. Son, Qo Work. By the same. 2nd thousand. 

11. Wait on the Lord. By the same. 2nd thousand. 

12. Behold, I come Quiddy. By the same. 2nd thousand. 

13. Dead and Alive agaii^ By the Rev. SAMUEL MARTIN, 

of Westminster. 
Nos. 7 to 12, in packets, price Is., post tree. 



Seventy-second Thousand of the Series. 
In Packets, containixu; 48 Popular Tracts, price Is. 

arge Type Tracts for the Aged. 



L 

" The tracts are short, pointed, faU of the gospel, and admlrahly 
adapted for the end In yiviw"— English Prei^trian Messenger, 

LONDON: HENRT JAMES TRESIDDER, 
17, Ave Maria Lane, Paternoster Row, E.Ci 



